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Police ,  FBI  infiltrated  gay  group ,  others 

Philly  Progressives  Sue 
to  Protest  Bicentennial 


Disability,  life  policies  affected 

Mass.  Insurers 
Can  HIV  Test 


By  Chris  Bull 

PHILADELPHIA  —  Twenty 
progressive  organizations  have  ac¬ 
cused  the  police  department  and 
Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation  of 
attempting  to  establish  unlawful 
police  power  in  anticipation  of 
events  surrounding  the  bicenten¬ 
nial  celebration  of  the  U.S.  Con¬ 
stitution.  The  coalition  of  groups, 
including  the  city’s  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Task  Force,  filed  suit  against 
the  city  of  Philadelphia  last  week 
for  the  alleged  violation  of  their 
first  amendment  rights  of  “free 
association,  assembly  and 
speech.” 

The  suit  reads,  “In  the  best 
tradition  of  the  Constitution, 
plaintiffs  have  actively  sought  to 
engage  their  fellow  citizens  in  a 
dialogue  and  protest  what  they  see 
as  wrong.  In  another  American 
tradition,  defendants  [the  city  and 
police  department]  have  sought  to 
discredit  plaintiffs  and  avoid  deal¬ 
ing  with  their  criticism  by  prevent¬ 
ing  them  from  being  seen  or  heard 
and  by  falsely  placing  labels  on 
them  that  the  public  finds 
frightening  and  upsetting.” 

The  Task  Force  is  joined  in  the 
suit,  filed  June  28  in  U.S.  District 
Court  of  Philadelphia,  by  a  coali¬ 
tion  of  20  women’s,  labor  and 
peace  groups,  including  the  Pledge 
of  Resistance,  Committee  in  Solid¬ 
arity  with  the  People  of  El 
Salvador  (C1SPES)  and  Ameri¬ 
cans  for  Democratic  Action.  The 
suit  asks  that  the  coalition  of 
groups  be  granted  a  permit, 
previously  denied,  by  the  National 
Parks  and  Recreation  Department 


to  demonstrate  and  march  at  the 
July  16  bicentennial  celebration. 
The  suit  also  asks  that  the  police 
department  activity  be  declared 
unconstitutional  and  damages  be 
awarded  to  the  groups. 

The  permit,  according  to  Rita 
Addessa,  executive  director  of  the 
Task  Force,  was  instead  granted  to 


presentation  of  a  lesbian  and  gay 
bill  of  rights  to  members  of  Con¬ 
gress.”  The  bill  of  rights  calls 
upon  Congress  to  adopt  a  wide 
range  of  affirmative  civil  and 
human  rights  protections  for  gays 
and  lesbians  as  well  as  passage  of  a 
comprehensive  AIDS  funding  bill. 

According  to  the  jury  trial  de¬ 


Undercover  police  attended 
meetings  of  the  Lesbian/Gay 
Task  Force,  the  Pledge  of 
Resistance  and  Freeze,  an 
anti-nuclear  group . 


“We  the  People  200,”  organizers  of 
the  bicentennial  celebration.  “We 
the  People  200”  did  not  apply  for 
the  permit  until  June  9,  almost  two 
months  after  the  Task  Force  first 
requested  the  permit.  Addessa 
added  that  the  city  had  also 
declared  Independence  Mall  in 
Philadelphia  a  “security  zone,” 
not  to  be  used  by  anyone  deter¬ 
mined  to  be  a  potential  threat  to 
security. 

Lawyers  for  the  Philadelphia 
Civil  Liberties  Union  and  the  Na¬ 
tional  Lawyers  Guild  are  negoti¬ 
ating  with  the  city  and  Mayor 
Wilson  Goode  in  an  attempt  to 
avoid  litigation.  Addessa  said, 
“We  will  continue  to  negotiate  to 
achieve  our  primary  objectives, 
which  are  high  visibility  and  the 


Foster  care  policy  remains  intact 

Dukakis  Vetoes 
Foster  Bill 


By  Kim  Westheimer 

BOSTON  —  A  budget 
amendment  which  would  have 
prohibited  lesbians  and  gay 
men  from  becoming  foster 
parents,  adoptive  parents  or 
state-funded  child  care  workers 
was  vetoed  by  Governor 
Michael  Dukakis.  At  a  July  8 
press  conference  Dukakis  an¬ 
nounced  he  expects  the  legis¬ 
lature  to  uphold  his  veto. 

The  amendment,  which  was 
tied  to  the  Dept,  of  Social  Ser¬ 
vices  (DSS)  budget  by  the  leg¬ 
islature,  stated  that  “a  homo¬ 
sexual  or  bisexual  orientation 
shall  be  considered  an  obstacle 
to  the  psychological  and 
physical  well-being  of  a  child.” 

“This  provision  is  not  consis¬ 
tent  with  the  current  [foster 
care]  policy,”  said  Dukakis. 
“It  is  not  consistent  with  a 
policy  I  believe  in.”  The  cur¬ 
rent  foster  care  policy  main¬ 
tains  that  lesbian  and  gay  peo¬ 
ple  should  be  considered  as 
foster  parents  only  as  a  last 
resort,  resulting  in  a  virtual  ban 
on  lesbian  and  gay  foster  par¬ 


ents.  The  policy  has  come 
under  fire  from  lesbian  and  gay 
activists  as  well  as  human  ser¬ 
vice  workers  and  child  ad¬ 
vocates. 

Dukakis  implied  that  he  did 
not  have  any  illusions  that  his 
decision  would  deflect  anger 
directed  at  him  because  of  the 
current  policy.  “I’m  not  here  to 
smooth  ruffled  feathers,”  he 
said.  “I’m  here  to  make  the 
very  best  decision  I  can  in  the 
best  interest  of  the  people  of 
the  state... and  6,000  very 
vulnerable  children.” 

“I  think  it’s  good  he  vetoed 
[the amendment],”  said  Valerie 
Overton  of  the  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Defense  Committee. 
“[But]  until  he  completely 
overturns  the  foster  care  policy 
as  stated,  he  couldn’t  do  any¬ 
thing  to  change  my  opinion  of 
him.”  The  veto  was  a  polit¬ 
ically  wise  decision,  added 
Overton.  “The  amendment 
was  clearly  a  very  extreme  state¬ 
ment.  [The  veto]  was  more  of  a 
strategic  move.” 


mand  submitted  by  the  coalition, 
the  suit  is  a  response  to  infiltration 
of  three  groups  by  the  Philadel¬ 
phia  police  department  and  FBI 
and  to  the  police  department’s  at¬ 
tempt  to  prevent  members  of  the 
groups  from  protesting  at  a  May 
25  celebration  speech  by  Vice 
President  George  Bush  at  In¬ 
dependence  Mall. 

Several  protesters  at  the  speech 
claim  that  they  were  forcibly 
removed  from  the  site  or  not 
allowed  to  enter  the  mall  if  they 
wore  political  buttons  or  carried 
signs  advocating  a  position  in  op¬ 
position  to  the  Reagan  administra¬ 
tion.  Norman  Koerner,  a  CISPES 
staff  person,  said  that  he  witnessed 
several  protesters  being  threatened 
with  arrest  for  refusing  to  leave  the 
mall  area.  “The  police  want  to  in¬ 
timidate  people  who  are  opposed 
to  Reagan.  There  was  an  atmos¬ 
phere  of  conscious,  planned  police 
movement  with  barricades  and 
roof-top  surveillance  and  police 
lines.  It  was  a  very  frightening  at- 

Continued  on  page  2 


By  Kim  Westheimer 

BOSTON  —  Insurance  com¬ 
panies  in  Massachusetts  will  be 
able  to  test  applicants  for  HIV  in¬ 
fection  under  a  new  policy  an¬ 
nounced  July  9  by  Secretary  of 
Consumer  Affairs  Paula  Gold. 

The  policy  replaces  existing 
guidelines  which  categorically  ban 
HIV  testing  by  insurance  com¬ 
panies.  Certain  individual  life  in¬ 
surance  policies  and  non- 
cancellable  disability  insurance 
policies  will  be  affected  by  the  new 
policy.  While  the  new  policy 
makes  some  provisions  for  con¬ 
fidentiality  and  counseling  of  peo¬ 
ple  who  test  HIV  positive,  it  has 
been  criticized  for  failing  to  ade¬ 
quately  protect  people  who  are 
tested.  In  addition,  opponents  to 
the  policy  argue  that  a  need  for 
such  testing  has  not  been  deter¬ 
mined. 

Who  Can  Be  Tested 

Under  the  policy,  which  is 
scheduled  to  go  into  effect  on 
September  1  of  this  year,  a  deci¬ 
sion  to  test  may  occur  under  the 
following  conditions: 

•  On  the  basis  of  a  medical  history 
which  meets  criteria  established  by 
the  Insurance  Commissioner, 
after  consultation  with  the 
Department  of  Public  Health. 
Such  criteria  have  not  been  de¬ 
fined. 

•  If  a  company  establishes  an 
across-the-board  policy  of  testing 
everyone  of  a  certain  age. 

•  If  an  applicant’s  policy  exceeds 

$100,000. 

•  If  the  insurance  companies 
garner  approval  from  the  In¬ 
surance  Commissioner  for  testing 
individuals  who  apply  for  policies 
under  $100,000. 

Insurance  companies  are  barred 
from  asking  applicants  about  their 
sexual  orientation  or  whether  they 
have  previously  taken  the  HIV 
test.  In  addition,  testing  decisions 


based  on  sexual  orientation  are 
prohibited. 

AIDS  activists  suspect  that  the 
above  categories  are  bound  to  ex¬ 
pand.  Larry  Kessler,  executive 
director  of  Boston’s  AIDS  Action 
Committee,  pointed  to  the  fact 
that  six  months  ago  it  seemed  that 
only  applicants  for  individual  life 
insurance  policies  would  be  re¬ 
quired  to  undergo  HIV  tests.  Only 
recently  was  it  apparent  that 
disability  insurance  might  also  be 
added  to  the  package.  “She 
[Paula  Gold]  was  firm  six  months 
ago  about  disability  insurance,” 
said  Kessler.  He  also  accused  Gold 
of  lying  when  she  stated  that 
testing  for  health  insurance  ap¬ 
plicants  won’t  ever  occur.  “We’ll 
be  here  again  in  six  months 
[discussing  health  insurance 
testing,]”  said  Kessler. 

Whether  or  not  the  categories 
are  expanded,  Paul  Wright,  chair 
of  AAC’s  board  of  directors,  said, 
he  foresees  “large  numbers  of 
people  being  scared  away  from 
going  anywhere  near  an  insurance 
company.” 

An  Absurd  Notion  of  Confiden¬ 
tiality 

Insurers  are  forbidden  from 
reporting  HIV  test  results  to 
anyone,  including  agents,  other 
insurers  or  the  Medical  Informa¬ 
tion  Bureau  (MIB).  The  MIB  is  a 
private  unregulated  company 
which  compiles  data  about  in¬ 
surance  applicants  for  approx¬ 
imately  600  companies  nation¬ 
wide.  Any  MIB  member  can  have 
access  to  a  central  computer  which 
divulges  this  data.  Following  per¬ 
sistent  outside  pressure,  the  MIB 
has  agreed  to  classify  people  who 
are  HIV  infected  under  a  general 
category  of  people  with  blood 
disorders.  Numerous  observers, 
including  former  Insurance  Com- 
Con tinned  on  page  l  / 


Oregon  Kills  Rights  Bill, 
Passes  Mixed  AIDS  Bill 


By  Betsy  Brown 

SALEM,  OR  —  Despite  furious 
last-ditch  lobbying  efforts  by  pro¬ 
gay  forces,  the  1987  Oregon 
Legislature  adjourned  June  28 
without  taking  action  on  a  lesbian 
and  gay  rights  bill.  Legislators  did 
approve  a  bill  that  makes  it  more 
difficult  to  quarantine  persons 
with  infectious  diseases,  including 
AIDS,  but  which  also  requires 
testing  some  state  prisoners  for 
the  HIV  antibody. 

House  Bill  2067  adds  due  pro¬ 
cess  and  notification-of-rights  re¬ 
quirements  to  existing  state  quar¬ 
antine  law,  according  to  Dave 
Fidanque  of  the  American  Civil 
Liberties  Union’s  Eugene  office. 
And  for  the  first  time,  Oregon 
health  professionals  are  required 
to  have  a  patient’s  informed  con¬ 
sent  before  performing  an  HIV 
blood  test.  However,  some  state 
prisoners  convicted  of  drug  or  sex 
offenses  must  submit  to  HIV  test¬ 
ing,  Fidanque  said. 

The  AIDS  bill  also  mandates 
random,  anonymous,  non-trace- 
able  testing  of  Oregon  hospital  pa¬ 


tients  to  determine  the  extent  of 
HIV  infection  in  the  state.  The  bill 
allocates  one  million  dollars  for 
AIDS  education  in  the  schools, 
and  one  million  dollars  for  AIDS 
education  and  treatment  for 
prisoners.  A  provision  of  HB  2067 
that  required  HIV  testing  for  per¬ 
sons  seeking  marriage  licenses  was 
removed  after  Gov.  Neil  Gold¬ 
schmidt  threatened  a  veto  of  the 
bill,  Fidanque  said. 

The  lesbian/gay  rights  bill,  HB 
2325,  would  have  amended  exist¬ 
ing  Oregon  civil  rights  laws  to  pro¬ 
tect  lesbians,  gay  men  and  bisex¬ 
uals  from  discrimination  in  hous¬ 
ing,  employment,  education,  and 
public  accommodations.  The  bill 
was  introduced  at  the  beginning  of 
the  legislative  session  in  January 
at  the  request  of  the  Oregon 
ACLU  and  22  other  religious, 
labor,  women’s  rights  and  gay 
rights  organizations. 

According  to  ACLU  literature, 
nearly  two-thirds  of  the  witnesses 
testified  in  favor  of  HB  2325  at  a 
Feb.  23  public  hearing  at  the  state 


capitol  in  Salem.  Among  pro-gay 
witnesses  were  Secretary  of  State 
Barbara  Roberts,  House  Speaker 
Vera  Katz,  and  a  representative  of 
Gov.  Neil  Goldschmidt.  Never¬ 
theless,  the  bill  languished  in 
House  Judiciary  Subcommittee 
No.  3  because  subcommittee  chair 
Tom  Hanlon  didn’t  think  the  bill 
had  the  3 1  votes  necessary  to  pass 
the  Oregon  House. 

On  the  Senate  side,  “We  got 
real  close  to  moving  a  bill  out  of 
the  Senate  Labor  Committee,” 
Fidanque  said.  The  Senate  bill 
would  have  banned  discrimination 
in  employment  on  the  basis  of  sex¬ 
ual  orientation.  President  John 
Kitzhaber  refused  to  put  the  bill 
before  the  full  Senate,  because  he 
wasn’t  sure  the  bill  would  receive 
the  16  votes  it  needed  to  pass. 

Fidanque  said  pro-gay  activists 
“are  well-positioned  to  begin  the 
educational  process  for  the  next 
time  around.”  The  next  regular 
session  of  the  Oregon  Legislature 
begins  in  1989. 
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news  notes 


quote  of  the  week 

“[There]  was  a  real  consensus  [at  the  first  West 
Coast  Conference  of  Old  Lesbians]  to  use  the  word 
‘old.’  It  seems  that  that’s  a  matter  of  pride.  ‘Older’  is  a 
kind  of  put-down,  there’s  a  little  bit  of  shame  being 
‘older.’  It’s  kind  of  mealy-mouthed.  It’s  as  if  to  say, 
‘I’m  not  really  old,  but  I’m  not  really  young  either.’  But 
if  you  say  right  out,  ‘I’m  an  old  woman,’  others  have  to 
pay  attention.” 

—  Buffy  Dunker,  speaking  with 
Jennifer  Abod  about  the  April  conference  on  “Say  It 
Sister,”  WMBR-FM,  as  excerpted  in  Soujourner,  July 
1987.  Dunker  is  a  lesbian  feminist  therapist  who  lives 
in  Cambridge,  Mass.  She  came  out  at  the  age  of  72  in 
1977. 

Dunker  also  said,  “I’ll  tell  you  about  ageism  that 
I’ve  experienced  a  few  times  —  the  undue  awe  that  a 
younger  person  will  have  for  an  old  person,  in  which 
they  think,  oh,  she’s  so  wise,  maybe  she  knows 
everything.  To  be  put  in  a  position  falsely  of 
somebody  who  knows  a  lot  isn’t  always  comfortable. 
And  then  there’s  another  rather  bad  attitude  that’s 
ageist:  now  that  you’re  old,  you’re  expected  to  be 
serene,  gracious,  very  tolerant,  sort  of  forgiving.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  old  women,  old  lesbians  certainly,  can 
be  angry  about  injustices  and  have  a  right  to  express 
their  anger  and  to  do  something  about  it.  We  don’t 
need  to  be  serene  and  we’re  mostly  not.” 


quarantine  of  youth  an  error 

PENSACOLA,  FL  —  A  top  health  official  here  has 
admitted  that  the  state  erred  in  locking  up  a  14-year- 
old  boy  —  supposedly  as  a  way  to  keep  him  from 
spreading  AIDS,  according  to  the  San  Juan  Star. 
Health  and  Rehabilitative  Services  Secretary 
Gregory  Coler  said  he  will  ask  a  judge  to  lift  the  con¬ 
finement  order  that  placed  the  youth  in  a  mental 
ward.  (See  “Quarantine/Testing  Mania  Sweeps  U.S.,” 
GCN,  Vol.  14,  No.  47.) 

— Stephanie  Poggi 


new  club  for  older  gay  men 

BOSTON  —  As  an  older  gay  male,  do  you 
sometimes  feel  that  there  is  no  place  for  you  in  the 
gay  scene?  Not  so! 

Do  you  sometimes  wonder  why  older  straight 
people  can  have  so  much  fun  doing  parties,  trips, 
dances,  etc.,  while  older  gay  men  can’t?  No  reason! 

An  organization  is  being  formed  in  New  England 
with  the  basic  intent  of  correcting  these  situations 
and,  in  so  doing,  helping  older  gay  males  feel  good 
about  themselves.  We  all  know  there  are  a  lot  of  older 
gays  who  prefer  the  company  of  older  gays.  We  all 
know  there  are  a  lot  of  younger  gays  who  prefer  the 
company  of  older  gays.  We  are  dedicated  to  bringing 
these  people  together. 

The  organizational  meeting  of  this  new  “club” 
for  older  gays  and  young  gays  who  prefer  older  men 
will  be  held  in  Boston  on  August  15  from  2  to  4  p.m.  at 
6  Hamilton  Place;  take  the  elevator  to  the  third  floor. 
This  is  at  Tremont  and  Park  Streets  near  the  Park 
Street  Station.  At  that  time  we’ll  decide  what  kinds  of 
meetings,  activities,  etc.,  we  want  to  sponsor.  Men 
from  neighboring  cities,  towns  and  states  are 
welcome.  Open  or  closeted,  you  are  invited  and  your 
comfort  is  assured;  everything  is  confidential.  If  you 
know  others  who  might  be  interested,  but  who  may 
not  see  this  notice,  please  pass  the  information 
along.  There  are  no  age  restrictions. 

Let’s  get  together  on  August  15  and  add  a  new 
dimension  of  fun  and  friendship  to  our  lives! 


ron  jr.  hits  father  on  aids 

NEW  YORK  —  A  new  television  documentary  on 
AIDS  features  Ron  Reagan,  Jr.,  criticizing  his  father’s 
administration  for  negligence  in  dealing  with  the 
disease,  according  to  Reuters. 

“Let  someone  in  Washington  know  you  don’t 
think  enough  is  being  done,”  he  says  in  a  public  ser¬ 
vice  announcement  accompanying  the  film.  “Write  to 
your  congressman  —  or  to  someone  higher  up.”  Ac¬ 
cording  to  Newsweek,  Jr.’s  plea  was  punctuated  by  a 
wry  smile. 

The  magazine  also  reports  that  the  film,  which 
may  not  be  aired  because  of  its  sexual  content, 
shows  Ron  holding  up  a  condom  and  noting,  “This  is 
a  condom.”  (Well  said,  Ron.) 

— Stephanie  Poggi- 


aids  quilt 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  A  massive  quilt  containing 
the  names  of  men  and  women  who  have  died  of  AIDS 
will  be  draped  across  the  Capitol  Mall  this  fall  as  part 
of  the  national  March  on  Washington  for  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Rights.  Anyone  who  has  lost  a  loved  one  to  AIDS  is 
invited  to  participate  in  the  project. 

Cleve  Jones  who  conceived  of  the  memorial 
plans  to  collect  10,000  fabric  panels,  each  inscribed 
with  the  name  of  a  person  who  has  died  of  AIDS  and 
the  date  of  his  or  her  death.  The  three  foot  by  six  foot 
panels  will  be  sewn  together  and  rolled  out  across 
the  Mall  on  October  11. 

According  to  Jones,  “The  most  important  thing 
at  this  point  is  for  people  to  send  in  their  panels.  Even 
if  it’s  just  a  cut-down  bed  sheet  with  a  name  written  in 
magic  marker,  it  will  be  effective.” 

Noting  that  the  project  is  based  on  the  tradition 
of  sewing  bees,  Jones  said,  “We  especially  hope  that 
gay  people  will  use  this  project  to  reach  out  to 
straight  people,  to  the  biological  family.  I  think  we  in 
the  gay  community  tend  to  forget  that  there  are  a  lot 
of  straight  people  grieving.” 

To  be  included  in  the  quilt,  panels  must  be  hemmed 
and  reach  Jones  by  August  1.  Quilters  are  invited  to 
send  photos  and  biographical  sketches  of  the  person 
they  are  commemorating  along  with  the  panels  to: 
Cleve  Jones,  The  Names  Project,  Box  14573,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94114.  Call  (415)  626-5725  for  more  in¬ 
formation. 

—Stephanie  Poggi 


new  Orleans  gay  fest 

NEW  ORLEANS  —  Two  weekends  of  festivities 
in  celebration  of  Lesbian/Gay  Pride  featured  a  parade 
through  the  French  quarter  to  a  festival  at 
Washington  Park,  and  a  cocktail  party  with  enter¬ 
tainers  Robin  Tyler,  Lynn  Lavner  and  Romanovsky 
and  Phillips.  Robin  Tyler  also  addressed  a  crowd  of 
200  at  a  dinner  before  the  parade,  calling  for  participa¬ 
tion  in  the  upcoming  March  on  Washington. 

Beautiful  weather  brought  great  crowds  to  the 
councillors  Johnny  Jackson  and  Dorothy  Mae  Taylor, 
authors  of  the  recently  defeated  gay  rights  ordinance. 

Beautiful  weather  brough  great  crowds  to  the 
festival  site  where  the  entertainment  never  stopped, 
the  arts  and  crafts  booths  were  always  busy  and  the 
food  booths  dished  out  local  favorites. 

Despite  the  fun,  the  tragedy  of  AIDS  was  not  ig¬ 
nored.  Fest-goers  used  the  event  to  emphasize  the 
regression  of  gay  rights  and  to  organize  for  the  Oc¬ 
tober  11  march.  We  in  Louisiana  will  join  our  gay 
brothers  and  sisters  from  across  this  nation  in 
Washington,  D.C.  to  demand  this  terrible  injustice 
stop. .  .and  stop  now! 

— Charlene  Schneider 


republican  raps  frank,  studds 

NEW  BEDFORD,  MA  —  The  chair  of  the  Bristol 
County  Republican  Committee  has  charged  that 
openly  gay  U.S.  Representatives  Barney  Frank  and 
Gerry  Studds  contribute  to  the  spread  of  AIDS  by 
“promoting”  a  gay  lifestyle. 

“We  should  be  heading  in  the  direction  of  curtail¬ 
ing  that  activity  ratherthan  espousing  it,"  Frank  Wing 
told  the  Boston  Herald. 

Wing  was  also  quoted  in  the  Providence  Journal- 
Bulletin  saying  he  plans  to  recruit  a  Republican  can¬ 
didate  who  is  a  "family  individual  in  a  husband  and 
wife  relationship  with  children,  with  solid  political 
experience,  a  good  track  record  and  Catholic  or  Pro¬ 
testant  orientation  that  would  be  more  in  tune  with 
the  majority  of  the  voters.”  Frank  is  Jewish. 

According  to  the  Boston  Globe,  Wing  claims  he 
was  misquoted  and  never  made  any  reference  to 
religion.  “There  are  only  two  congressmen  in  the  en¬ 
tire  country  who  announced  they  are  gay  and  both  are 
from  Bristol  County,”  Wing  told  the  Globe.  “That  is 
not  very  good  representation  for  the  people  of  Bristol 
County.  It  is  more  appropriate  that  they  be  the  con¬ 
gressmen  from  San  Francisco  than  Fall  River  or  New 
Bedford.” 

—Kim  Westheimer 


120  hawaiian  pwas 

HONOLULU,  HI  —  UPI  reports  that  at  least  120 
Hawaiians  have  AIDS,  ranking  the  state  27th  in  the 
nation  in  the  number  of  AIDS  cases,  according  to  the 
state  Department  of  Health.  An  estimated  6-7,000  res¬ 
idents  have  tested  positive  for  the  HIV  virus.  Local 
cases  will  probably  follow  national  trends,  which 
show  a  drop  in  the  proportion  of  gay  and  bisexual  men 
with  AIDS,  a  drop  in  the  proportion  of  women  with  het¬ 
erosexual  contacts  getting  AIDS,  and  an  increase 
among  those  who  use  drugs  intravenously.  The  World 
Health  Organization  estimates  that  there  are  current¬ 
ly  42,404  cases  of  AIDS  in  91  countries,  with  the  U.S. 
accounting  for  three-fourths  of  the  total. 

— Marc  Stein 


join  the  lesbian  and  gay  visibility  days 

BOSTON  —  As  part  of  the  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Defense  Committee’s  effort  to  “transform  straight 
space  into  everyone’s  space,”  two  more  visibility 
days  are  planned. 

For  July,  it’s  swimming  and  beaching  at  Walden 
Pond  in  Concord,  MA  on  the  18th.  Meet  in  the  parking 
lot  at  10  a.m. 

For  August,  it’s  Motown  music  and  dancing  at 
the  Jukebox  on  Tremont  St.  in  Boston,  the  4th.  Meet 
inside  at  9  p.m.  There’s  no  cover  charge,  but  the  dress 
code  is  no  blue  jeans,  no  sneakers,  no  t-shirts. 

For  more  information,  call  GLDC  at  (617) 
661-7737. 

—Stephanie  Poggi 


people  of  color  task  force  dance 

BOSTON  —  The  local  People  of  Color  Task 
Force  for  the  October  11  March  on  Washington  is 
sponsoring  a  dance  party  fund-raiser  on  Saturday,  Ju¬ 
ly  25.  The  event  will  be  held  at  Emmanuel  Church,  15 
Newbury  St.,  from  9  p.m. -2  a.m.  Tickets  are  $4  in  ad¬ 
vance  and  $5  at  the  door.  A  cash  bar  will  be  provided 
and  the  site  is  wheelchair  accessible. 

The  aims  of  the  task  force  are  to  fight  racism  and 
homophobia,  and  to  address  issues  concerning  New 
England  gay  and  lesbian  people  of  color. 

For  more  information  on  the  task  force  and  to  ob¬ 
tain  tickets,  call  (617)  424-6989. 

—  Wendy  Scott 


- - - - - news  notes  compiled  by  Stephanie  poggi 

Philly  Progressives  Sue 

Continued  from  page  1 


mosphere  to  try  to  present  your 
views  peacefully,”  said  Koerner. 

According  to  the  jury  trial  re¬ 
quest  submitted  by  the  coalition, 
“Plaintiffs  were  refused  entry  to 
this  area  [Independence  Mall],  in 
large  or  small  groups,  in  pairs  or 
individually  —  the  only  criterion 
for  such  treatment  was  whether 
one  was  identified  as  an  opponent 
of  the  government’s  Central  Am¬ 
erica  or  other  policies  or  one  was 
associated  with  such  opponents.” 

The  suit  goes  on  to  say  that  peo¬ 
ple  were  denied  entry  for  wearing 
buttons  such  as  “Nicaraguans  are 
not  your  Enemies,”  “Free  South 
Africa  —  End  Apartheid”  and 
“Stop  the  Secret  Team  —  Defend 
Our  Constitution.”  The  police 
department  repeatedly  told  the 
protesters  that  only  “Reagan  peo¬ 
ple”  or  people  without  buttons 
were  allowed  into  the  mall,  which 
was  advertised  as  open  to  the 
public.  “We  the  People  200”  but¬ 
tons  were  permitted  by  the  police 
department. 


The  Philadelphia  police  depart¬ 
ment,  which,  according  to  some 
observers,  has  a  long  history  of 
heavy-handed  treatment  of  left- 
wing  organizations,  claims  that 
they  are  attempting  to  combat  one 
of  the  most  serious  security  risks 
the  city  has  ever  faced.  They  claim 
that  the  events  surrounding  the 
celebration  of  the  Constitution  are 
a  perfect  target  for  “terrorists,”  a 
security  threat  which  justifies 
unusually  strong  police  measures. 

According  to  police  spokesper¬ 
son  Jerry  Whartenby,  the  city  has 
been  preparing  security  for  the 
events  for  over  a  year.  The 
Philadelphia  Inquirer  reported  last 
week  that  the  police  department, 
in  conjunction  with  the  FBI,  infil¬ 
trated  several  of  the  groups  involv¬ 
ed  in  planning  protests  for  the 
celebration  events.  Meetings  of  the 
Pledge  of  Resistance,  an  anti-nu¬ 
clear  group  called  “Freeze”  as  well 
as  the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Task  Force 
were  attended  by  undercover 
police  officers. 


Whartenby  claims  that  the  de¬ 
partment  is  merely  attempting  to 
gather  enough  information  to 
determine  whether  or  not  these 
groups  pose  a  risk  to  security.  He 
said  the  department  drafted  a 
12-page  report,  “Intelligence 
Guidelines,”  a  how-to  book  on 
political  surveillance  and  infiltra¬ 
tion,  in  order  to  be  sure  that  the 
tactics  were  legal  and  uniform. 
“We  are  just  providing  security 
for  dignitaries  and  citizens  who 
want  to  enjoy  the  celebration  of 
the  Constitution.  Some  groups 
may  be  security  risks.  We  want  to 
know  before  any  problems  erupt. 
We  the  People  had  a  permit  that 
no  one  else  had,  it’s  that  simple.” 
Whartenby  refused  to  disclose  to 
GCN  the  results  of  the  depart¬ 
ment’s  study  of  the  groups. 

The  covert  operations  guidelines 
do  in  fact  prohibit  intelligence 
gathering  of  “religious  or  political 
references  which  do  not  reflect 
criminal  behavior  or  a  clear  poten¬ 
tial  for  the  same.”  However, 


Police  Commissioner  Kevin 
Tucker  was  quoted  in  the  Inquirer 
as  saying,  “Every  group  is  in¬ 
terested  in  love  and  nature  and 
mankind.  But  I  have  to  consider 
their  propensity  to  violence.” 

The  Philadelphia  police  depart¬ 
ment  has  been  involved  in  several 
controversial  conflicts  with  po¬ 
litical  groups.  In  May  of  1986  they 
bombed  the  house  of  MOVE,  a 
radical  Black  group,  killing  five 
people  and  burning  down  an  en¬ 
tire  block  of  the  city.  And  in  1972, 
a  U.S.  District  Court  judge  found 
several  officers  in  contempt  of 
court  for  preventing  people  from 
carrying  protest  signs  into  the  mall 
during  a  speech  by  former  Presi¬ 
dent  Richard  Nixon. 

Lawyers  for  the  coalition  claim 
that  the  police  overreacted  to  the 
security  risk.  Barry  Steinhardt, 
legal  director  of  the  Philadelphia 
Civil  Liberties  Union,  said  the 
police  are  relying  on  a  very  broad 
definition  of  “security  threat.” 
Every  group  involved  has  a  spec¬ 


ific  pledge  of  non-violence,  he 
said.  At  a  May  25  meeting  between 
the  police  department  and  the 
coalition,  security  and  terrorism 
were  discussed.  The  police  depart¬ 
ment,  quoted  in  the  Inquirer,  ad¬ 
mitted  that  they  had  found  no 
evidence  of  any  danger  to  the  city. 
Steinhardt  said,  “The  city  views 
the  bicentennial  celebration  as  a 
carnival  in  which  everyone  should 
play  out  their  script.  They  don’t 
want  anyone  involved  that  has  a 
different  script.” 

Gay  Reverend  Joseph  Gilbert, 
organizer  of  the  committee  for  a 
Gayer  Constitutional  Bicentennial, 
said  the  city  is  attempting  to  deny 
gay  men  and  lesbians  the 
opportunity  to  make  an  “impor¬ 
tant  point  —  that  we  are  included, 
not  excluded  from  the  Constitu¬ 
tion.  We  are  not  asking  for  rights,  we 
are  claiming  them.” 

—filed  from  Boston 
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WITH  FRIENDS  LIKE  US,  WHO  NEE 


“ The  violation  of  privacy  that  [mandatory  or  routine] 
testing  entails  has  to  be  weighed  against  the  threat  to 
another’s  life  that  failing  to  test  and  notify  entails.  ” 

“ When  a  prospective  husband  or  wife  has  AIDS,  the 
most  prudent  advice  is  not  ‘safe  sex’  but  no  sex,  since  even 
with  a  condom  the  chances  of  infection  are  one  in  10.” 

By  Stephanie  Poggi 

Did  these  quotes  appear  in  the  National  Review ? 
Maybe  Edwin  Meese  3d  said  them?  Or  a  memo  from  the 
Catholic  Bishops?  Guess  again  —  they  appeared  in  a  June  10 
editorial  in  In  These  Times,  a  U.S.  leftist  paper  with  a  cir¬ 
culation  of  30,000. 

Entitled  “AIDS  plan  merits  thought,  Reagan  deserves 
scorn,”  the  editorial  debates  the  merits  of  “routine”  testing 
for  the  HIV  antibody.  The  piece  not  only  encourages  such 
testing  as  proposed  by  the  President,  but  also  comes  out  in 
favor  of  Reagan’s  proposal  for  mandatory  testing  of  im¬ 
migrants  and  implicitly  in  favor  of  such  testing  for 
prisoners.  ITT  tells  us  there’s  no  such  thing  as  “safe  sex” 
for  people  who  have  AIDS.  They  say  we  don’t  have  to 
bother  our  silly  heads  about  confidentiality  of  test  results 
because  states  are  trying  to  ensure  it.  They  also  make  a 
distinction  between  heterosexual  AIDS  among  non-drug 
users  and  that  other  kind  the  gay  people  and  drug  users  get. 
Surprise,  surprise  —  ITT  doesn’t  come  out  in  favor  of 
quarantine. 

Generally  ITT  has  provided  weak  to  non-existent 
coverage  of  gay  and  women’s  issues,  but  there  have  been  a 
few  other  notably  sexist  and/or  homophobic  pieces  over  the 
years.  Ten  years  ago,  for  example,  the  paper  debated  the 
merits  of  abortion  rights,  calling  down  the  wrath  of 
feminists  who  expected  more  from  the  left.  In  1982,  ITT 
was  rapped  for  trying  to  jump  on  the  “pro-family”  band¬ 
wagon.  A  piece  by  senior  editor  John  Judis  (the  author,  in 
collaboration  with  others,  of  the  June  10  AIDS  editorial) 
claimed  “society  does  not  have  the  same  responsibility 
towards  homosexuality  —  whether  as  sexual  behavior  or  as 
living  arrangement  —  that  it  has  toward  the  child-bearing 
family.”  As  Scott  Tucker  noted  in  a  commentary  in  CON'S 
March  27,  1982  issue,  “That  is  an  excellent  definition  of 
heterosexism.”  Judis  told  GCNhe  stands  by  that  statement, 
and  considers  it  “unexceptional”  and  not 
“discriminatory.” 

Even  more  recently,  in  April  of  this  year,  the  paper 
featured  two  unambiguously  homophobic  pieces  by  “In 
Short”  editor  Joel  Bleifuss  —  one  including  the  statement 
that  Reagan  is  not  homophobic  and  another  piece  claiming 
the  straight  press  has  blacked  out  coverage  of  the  gay  fund¬ 
raisers  for  the  Contras  because  editors  are  worried  about  be¬ 
ing  called  homophobic.  (More  on  these  two  tidbits  later.) 

But  the  June  10  editorial  takes  the  cake  for  1987,  so 
much  so  that  Margaret  Cerullo  of  Boston’s  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Defense  Committee  told  GCN  she  has  been  sending  copies 
of  it  to  friends,  asking  them  to  guess  where  it  appeared. 
While  ITT s  Judis  and  top  honcho,  editor  and  publisher 
James  Weinstein,  stand  by  the  piece,  as  does  culture  editor 
Jeff  Reid,  there  are  dissenting  voices  —  if  muffled,  or  is  it 
muzzled  —  within  ITT.  &  . 

Reid  told  GCN,  “I  haven’t  heard  anybody  that  strong¬ 
ly  disagrees,”  but  two  staff  members  who  refused  to  be 
identified  said  a  number  of  people  on  staff  disagree  with  the 
editorial  and  that  readers  have  been  cancelling  their 
subscriptions  in  protest.  Circulation  Manager  George 
Gorham  was  less  reticent.  Saying  that  “the  consensus  in  the 
business  department  is  that  it’s  not  a  good  editorial,” 
Gorham  described  the  piece  as  “remarkably  stupid. ...  I 

was  really  offended  and  surprised _  It  seemed  so  ill- 

considered  and  very  naive.”  Gorham  added  that,  “This 
newspaper  should  provide  a  different  perspective  —  this  is 
an  editorial  that  could  have  shown  up  in  the  New  York 
Times.” 

Unfortunately,  ITT  is  not  alone  on  the  left  in  failing  to 
provide  a  responsible  voice  on  AIDS  issues.  Many  leftist 
periodicals  have  yet  to  take  up  the  political  and  social 
ramifications  of  the  disease  with  any  consistency.  Apparently 
the  forced  testing  in  the  military  and  the  Job  Corps  aren’t 
close  enough  to  home.  Certainly  immigrants  and  prisoners 
are  enough  out  of  sight.  And  it  may  be  too  much  to  ask  for 
notice  of  the  new  threat  AIDS  poses  to  women’s  reproduc¬ 
tive  rights.  But  don’t  the  sheer  numbers  of  dead  —  largely 
people  of  color,  drug  users  and  gay  men  —  sound  some 
warning?  Doesn’t  the  passage  in  many  states  of  forced 
testing  and  quarantine  legislation  mean  increasing  social 
control?  Could  it  be  there’s  a  little  bit  of  that  old  Left 
aversion  to  the  queers  and  sex  operating  here? 

Because  ITT  is  no  anomaly  it’s  worth  looking  at  the 
way  they  put  together  their  argument  for  “routine”  testing. 
The  editorial  begins  by  chastising  Reagan  for  failing  to 
authorize  sufficient  funds  to  fight  the  disease.  But  ITT  asks 
us  to  look  a  little  bit  closer  and  see  that  Reagan  is  really  the 
architect  of  the  AIDS  plan  to  save  us.  Casting  Reagan  as  the 
great  compromiser  between  the  conservative  Education 
Secretary  William  Bennett  and  the  liberal  Surgeon  General 
C.  Everett  Koop,  ITT  has  found  a  place  wehre  it  rings  in 
perfect  tune  with  the  President  and  jars  with  the  liberal 
American  Civil  Liberties  Union.  ITT  even  accepts  Bennett’s 
word  for  it  that  “routine”  testing  means  “informed  con¬ 
sent,”  disregarding  the  many  activists  and  health  officials 
who  have  pointed  out  that  “routine”  may  only  be  a  nicer 
way  of  saying  “mandatory.” 

ITT  applauds  the  ACLU’s  concern  that  testing  will  be 
“an  instrument  of  discrimination  against  persons  with 


AIDS  and. .  .a  violation  of  privacy.”  But  they  tell  us,  don’t 
worry  about  discrimination  based  on  test  results,  because 
states  are  trying  to  figure  out  ways  to  ensure 
confidentiality.  They  cite  Minnesota  as  an  example,  saying 
officials  will  throw  away  names  gathered  through  contact 
tracing  after  six  months.  Somehow,  ITT  forgot  to  mention 
that  the  law  that  allows  Minnesota  to  do  contact  tracing  also 
allows  for  forcible  testing  and  quarantine  of  those  who  show 
a  “careless  disregard”  for  the  transmission  of  AIDS.  How 
these  officials,  who  we  have  little  reason  to  trust,  are  going 
to  decide  who’s  “careless”  poses  another  huge  set  of  pro¬ 
blems. 

Now  for  the  kicker  to  the  section  on  confidentiality. 
ITT  tells  us,  “The  violation  of  privacy  that  testing  entails 
has  to  be  weighed  against  the  threat  to  another’s  life  that 
failing  to  test  and  notify  entails.”  They  quote  a  May  30  col¬ 
umn  by  anti-gay  bigot  Nat  Hentoff  as  back-up:  The 
ACLU’s  “opposition  to  testing,  admirable  in  its  respect  for 
privacy,  also  results  in  violating  the  civil  liberties  of  the 
unknowing  victims  of  those  who  are  victims  of  AIDS  [em¬ 
phasis  added].”  As  the  GLDC’s  Margaret  Cerullo  com¬ 
mented,  “They  have  done  everything  to  perpetuate  the  no¬ 
tion  of  innocent  and  guilty  victims  of  AIDS.” 

Judis,  who  told  GCN  in  a  phone  interview  that  “there 
are  people  who  expose  themselves  to  certain  situations,”  ap¬ 
pears  to  stand  by  the  distinction  between  “knowing”  and 
“unknowing”  victims.  He  added  that  there  are  “good 
reasons”  to  test  and  possibly  segregate  prisoners  who  have 
AIDS  so  that  “people  without  AIDS  aren’t  infected  against 


their  will.”  We  all  know  lots  of  people  who  were  infected  on 
purpose,  right?  The  other  obvious  problem  here  is  that  ITT 
sees  testing  and  segregation  as  answers,  paying  little  atten¬ 
tion  to  giving  prisoners  and  people  on  the  outside  safe  sex 
education,  disposable  syringes  if  they  use  IV  drugs,  and  con¬ 
doms.  The  editorial  does  not  mention  anything  about  the 
deplorable  health  care  given  (or  denied)  prisoners  with 
AIDS  who  also  face  severe  sanctions  by  ignorant  and 
homophobic  prison  officers. 

In  the  “Pro  and  Con”  section  of  the  editorial,  ITT  tells 
us  in  not-so-oblique  terms  that  there  are  two  different  kinds 
of  AIDS  —  “heterosexual  AIDS  among  non-drug  users”  is 
the  kind  they’re  most  worried  about,  especially  when  het 
women  give  it  to  het  men.  ITT  cites  numbers  of  HIV  positive 
female  marriage  license  applicants  in  California,  saying  that 
“heterosexual  AIDS  among  non-drug  users  is  at  the  beginn¬ 
ing  of  the  exponential  curve.  This  means  that  preventative 
practices  might  keep  it  from  reaching  the  epidemic  propor¬ 
tions  that  AIDS  [the  other  kind]  has  reached  among 
homosexual  men  and  intravenous  drug  users.”  As  Circula¬ 
tion  Manager  Gorham  commented,  “Now  that  it’s 
heterosexual  AIDS,  we  have  to  do  something?” 

The  ITT  logic  continues,  if  we  could  “routinely”  test 
these  applicants,  we  could  give  them  “necessary  counselling 
and  education”  which  “differs  from  that  which  a  doctor 
would  give  a  couple  not  infected.”  You  see,  “When  a  pro¬ 
spective  husband  or  wife  has  AIDS,  the  most  prudent  advice 
is  not  ‘safe  sex’  but  no  sex,  since  even  with  a  condom  the 
chances  of  infection  are  one  in  10.”  Apparently  ITT  doesn’t 
know  a  whole  lot  about  sex  if  intercourse  is  the  only  kind 
they  can  imagine.  Judis’  response  to  a  question  about  other 
sexual  activities  only  garnered  the  reply  that  “The  readers 
understand.  The  meaning  is  clear.”  ITT  also  clearly 
assumes,  contrary  to  medical  reality,  that  testing  will  tell  you 
if  you  have  AIDS.  But  the  HIV  test  tells  you  if  you  have  an¬ 
tibodies,  not  AIDS  —  studies  show  that  about  30-60  percent 
of  those  who  test  positive  will  go  on  to  develop  AIDS.  And 
the  paper  misses  the  point  that  everyone  should  be  practic¬ 
ing  safe  sex,  not  just  people  who  test  positive. 

On  to  the  next  boo-boo.  ITT  informs  us  that  “if  the 
woman  is  infected,  a  couple  must  recognize  that  any  child 
she  bears  will  have  a  60-65  percent  chance  of  having  AIDS.” 
On  the  contrary,  the  limited  studies  done  on  HIV  positive 
women  who  give  birth  show  numbers  anywhere  from  30  to 
65  percent. 

ITT  notes  that  “Public  health  officials  also  argue 
against  mandatory  testing  of  those  who  visit  clinics  for  drug 
abuse  and  sexually  transmitted  diseases.  They  contend  that 
the  threat  of  an  AIDS  test  [sic]  will  drive  these  people 
underground.”  But  once  again  the  paper  gives  the  ad¬ 
ministration  the  overwhelming  benefit  of  the  doubt,  saying 
“If  the  administration  is  serious  about  requiring  ‘informed 
consent,’  that  would  alleviate  some  of  the  threat...”  Now, 
we  have  a  little  confusion.  ITT  said  public  health  officials 


were  opposed  to  mandatory  testing  —  not  “routine” 
testing.  So  are  we  talking  here  about  mandatory  testing  with 
informed  consent  —  sounds  like  something  Reagan  himself 
might  have  made  up. 

“In  any  case,”  ITT  concludes,  “liberals  and  the  left 
should  not  allow  themselves  to  be  dragged  into  a  narrow 
ideological  battle  over  testing.  If  Reagan’s  use  of  the  term 
‘routine’  was  not  simply  evasive,  then  his  proposals  are  by 
no  means  unreasonable.”  ITT  has  indeed  successfully 
avoided  a  “narrow  ideological  battle”  —  instead,  they  just 
came  out  in  favor  of  “routine”  testing. 

In  response  to  letters  from  irate  subscribers,  the  current 
ITT  issue  includes  an  attempt  by  Weinstein  to  clarify  any 
misunderstandings  that  may  have  arisen  from  the  editorial. 
His  reply  by-and-large  serves  to  reinforce  the  problems  of 
the  original  piece.  He  says  in  part,  “We  did  not  mean  to 
withdraw  from  the  battle  for  AIDS  education.  Education  is 
more  important  than  testing  at  this  point  ...  It  is  certainly 
true  that  near-hysteria  in  some  quarters  about  AIDS  is  fuel¬ 
ed  by  homophobia.  But  AIDS  is  not  a  gay  disease,  it  is  simp¬ 
ly  a  disease  that  in  this  country  initially  struck  the  gay  com¬ 
munity.  Now  however,  the  incidence  of  new  cases  of  AIDS 
infection  among  gays  is  declining  sharply,  thanks  to  educa¬ 
tional  efforts,  while  the  disease  is  beginning  to  appear 
among  the  general  population  and  may  well  be  increasing 
exponentially  without  adequate  education  . . .  There  is  an 
AIDS  test  [s/c,  again]  no  matter  that  it  is  imperfect.  Test 
results  must  be  kept  confidential  where  that  is  possible.” 

It  may  be  slightly  encouraging  that  ITT  conceded  the 
editorial’s  omission  of  education.  Otherwise,  however, 
Weinstein,  who  is  currently  on  vacation  and  could  not  be 
reached  for  comment,  rectified  nothing.  Indeed,  he  seemed 
to  feel  it  important  to  reiterate  the  point  that  it  is  the  in¬ 
cidence  of  AIDS  in  the  heterosexual  community  —  the  non¬ 
drug  using  we  assume  —  that  requires  attention. 

Contras  and  Queers 

If  you’re  wondering  about  ITT’s  view  of  the  gay- 
Contra  link,  look  back  at  their  April  22  issue  where  Joel 
Bleifuss  has  a  field  day.  Frank  Browning  of  National  Public 
Radio  first  broke  the  story  April  9,  reporting  that  Lt.  Col. 
Oliver  North  chose  rightwing  gay  men  to  raise  money  for  the 
Contras.  The  men  apparently  used  some  of  the  money  raised 
to  pay  unspecified  consulting  fees  to  their  lovers.  (See  GCN, 
Vol.  14,  No.  39) 

Some  gay  people  had  a  few  unanswered  questions 
about  NPR’s  interest  in  the  story.  Was  it  another  chapter  in 
the  scandal  —  no  more,  no  less?  Was  it  the  hypocrisy  of  the 
Reagan  administration  in  touting  a  “pro-family”  policy 
while  hiring  gay  people  on  the  side?  Or  was  this  gay  stuff  a 
way  to  discredit  the  already  slimy  conservatives  all  the 
more? 

But  ITT s  Bleifuss  showed  little  of  Browning’s  subtlety, 
ignoring  his  own  paper’s  pathetic  coverage  of  gay  issues  to 
focus  on  the  mainstream  press’  lack  of  attention  to  the 
story.  Called  “Contragate  fundraising  for  guns  and 
lovers,”  the  article  features  a  graphic  (reproduced  here)  in 
which  the  poor  Contras  get  a  smaller  allotment  than  do 
nitrous  oxide  (poppers)  or  men’s  silk  undies.  While  Bleifuss 
said  he  had  some  evidence  the  fundraisers  did  use  some  of 
the  money  to  buy  underwear,  he  conceded  that  “the 
stereotypes  may  not  be  productive  in  any  way  in  this  case.” 
But  on  the  other  hand,  he  said,  “Humor  makes  use  of 
stereotypes  —  the  drawing  was  also  funny  in  some  ways.” 
Bleifuss  said  he  was  not  responsible  for  the  graphic. 

Asking  why  the  gay  Contra  scandal  is  “not  getting 
wider  coverage,”  Bleifuss  puts  forward  two  possible 
answers.  The  one  he  found  the  most  plausible  was  that 
“editors  making  these  decisions  are  liberal  straights  who 
fear  being  accused  of  homophobia.  If  the  funds  had  been 
diverted  to  female  companions,  this  argument  goes,  the 
story  would  be  all  over  the  front  page,  with  photos.” 
Strange  how  most  of  us  queers  hadn’t  noticed  all  these 
“liberal  straight”  editors  bending  over  backwards  to  cater 
to  us;  they  usually  seem  quite  willing  to  run  the  risk  of  being 
called  homophobic.  Bleifuss  told  GCN  he  believes  the 
paper’s  coverage  of  gay,  women’s  and  AIDS  issues  “could 
be  better,”  but  defended  the  article.  “It’s  an  interesting 
scandal,”  he  said. 

Bleifuss’  piece  on  AIDS,  printed  the  week  before  the 
Contra  story,  tells  us  that  “one  should  not  suspect  that 
Reagan’s  silence  [on  AIDS]  betrays  homophobic  machina¬ 
tions.”  You  know  why?  Because  “Common  wisdom  has  it 
that  Reagan’s  many  years  in  Hollywood  and  his  consequent 
friendships  with  gays  sensitized  him  to  issues  of  homosex¬ 
uality.”  Bleifuss  told  GCN  that  while  “Reagan’s  lack  of 
response  to  AIDS  is  criminal,”  it  may  be  attributable  to 
“gross  ineptness”  rather  than  homophobia. 

While  at  least  some  staff  at  ITT  seem  to  feel  the  paper 
could  do  better  on  gay,  AIDS,  and  women’s  issues,  both 
Bleifuss  and  assistant  managing  editor  Miles  Harvey  don’t 
believe  the  paper  is  responsible  for  the  problem. “There  are 
problems  with  our  coverage,  but  it’s  not  because  of  editorial 
policy  —  it  isn’t  because  of  decisions  not  to  cover  these 
things,”  said  Bleifuss.  He  added  that  the  staff  of  30+  doesn’t 
have  enough  time  to  solicit  stories  so  they  just  print  what 
comes  in.  “People  don’t  query  us  with  articles  about  those 
[women’s,  gay,  AIDS]  topics,  explained  Bleifuss.  He  re¬ 
jected  the  idea  that  writers  on  feminist  or  gay  issues  may  not 
choose  to  expend  energy  on  a  publication  that  so  rarely  ad¬ 
dresses  them,  and  has  addressed  them  badly  on  numerous 
occasions.  Harvey  would  only  concede  that  getting  articles 
that  deal  with  women  and  gay  people  “is  a  difficult  balanc¬ 
ing  act”  given  everything  else  there  is  to  cover. 

But  Circulation  Manager  Gorham  told  GCN  that 
“gender  issues  really  are  ignored  here.  They’re  not  part  of  a 
strong  editorial  thrust.”  He  added  that  many  people  at  ITT 
are  concerned  about  the  lack  of  coverage  of  such  issues. 
“We  do  talk  about  it  all  the  time,”  he  said. 

Given  the  sort  of  coverage  women  and  gay  people 
receive  when  the  paper  does  decide  to  devote  articles  to  us, 
being  ignored  again  may  be  the  most  we  can  hope  for.  It’s 
not  just  that  the  paper  hasn’t  covered  our  concerns,  but  as 
Margaret  Cerullo  told  GCN,  "In  These  Times  consistently 
fails  on  feminist  and  sex  issues.” 
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Community  Voices 


poetic  justice 

Dear  GCN: 

I  am  writing  to  say  thanks  to  GCN  for 
publishing  the  story  of  my  Nevada  style  ‘justice’. 
Nan  Hunter  of  the  Gay  Rights  Project  in  New 
York  saw  the  story  and  contacted  my  public 
defender  in  Carson  City.  I  am  now  out  of  the  toils 
of  the  ‘good  old  boys’  political  network  and  free 
to  proceed  to  the  federal  courts. 

Also  the  International  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Association  in  Stockholm  has  ‘adopted’  my  case 
for  their  gay  rights  project.  The  fact  that  my  ‘vic¬ 
tim’  was  underage  (16)  does  not  disturb  them  as  it 
does  the  gay  organizations  in  the  U.S.  Their 
philosophy  is  that  love  in  any  form  is  not  to  be 
despised.  They  haven’t  decided,  like  so  many 
American  gay  groups  (not  to  mention  the  courts), 
before  even  checking  out  the  case  (really),  that 
this  couldn’t  be  a  real  affection. 

1  have  been  fighting  my  sentence  from  inside 
here  for  six  (6)  years  now.  Nicky,  my  young 
friend,  is  now  22.  We  are  in  touch.  He  blames 
himself  that  he  succumbed  to  the  brutal  police 
pressure  tactics.  1  don’t  blame  him.  Fortunately 
he  is  far  from  this  state  and  stays  in  touch  as  much 
as  possible. 

Sometimes  there  is  poetic  justice.  The  judge  for 
my  preliminary  hearing  was  removed  from  the 
bench  for  taking  bribes.  And  now  comes  the 
ultimate,  my  trial  judge  has  been  declared  mental¬ 
ly  unfit  to  serve  and  has  been  fired.  He  can 
devastate  no  more  lives. 

Gay  Community  News  has  brought  me  a 
number  of  cherished  friends  who  help  me  fight 
my  ludicrous  sentence  of  21  life  sentences,  con¬ 
trived  by  a  bigoted  judge  with  political  ambition. 
Thank  you  again, 

Robert  Butler 
Box  607  —  15260 
Carson  City,  NV  89701 


Dear  GCN: 

Enclosed  is  a  letter  I  wrote  to  my  straight 
friends  after  the  Connecticut  Gay  Rights  Bill  was 
defeated.  I  was  getting  quite  a  few  questions  as  to 
why  I  worked  on  the  bill  so  hard.  This  letter  ex¬ 
plains  why  and  also  explains  a  little  about  what 
it 's  like  to  be  gay. 

I  am  Co-Chair  of  the  Hartford  Region  of  the 
Conecticul  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Civil 
Rights,  the  only  organized  political  gay  group  in 
Connecticut.  Our  group  was  instrumental  in  get¬ 
ting  the  bill  as  far  as  it  did.  and  this  fantastic 
group  of  people  deserve  a  tremendous  amount  of 
thanks. 

/  hope  you  find  the  letter  of  interest  and  that 
you  find  it  worth  printing. 

To  My  Straight  Friends: 

1  wanted  to  thank  all  of  you  for  the  support  1 
received  while  working  on  Connecticut’s  Gay 
Rights  Bill  and  for  the  continuing  support  1 
receive  as  a  gay  friend.  A  special  thanks  to  those 
of  you  who  helped  by  calling  or  writing  legislators 
and  the  Governor.  You  have  all  been  great! 

1  have  to  admit,  however,  that  the  bill  took 
much  of  my  time.  You  might  understand  better  if 
you  knew  that  you  could  be  fired  “just  because 
you  were  straight.”  I  don’t  appreciate  being  a  se¬ 
cond  class  citizen.  I  worked  on  the  bill  not  only 
because  I  think  it’s  wrong  to  discriminate  against 
anyone,  but  because  it  helped  me  accept  myself  as 
a  normal  human  being.  Gay  people  can  suffer  as 
much  from  self-oppression  as  from  oppression 
inflicted  upon  us  by  others.  I  received  support 
from  people  working  on  the  bill  because  1  have 
something  special  in  common  with  them.  1  also 
feel  that  1  was  able  to  help  others. 

When  the  bill  was  defeated,  it  felt  like  a  death 
in  the  family.  I’m  not  going  to  have  a  family  like 
most  of  you  will  —  my  family  is  my  friends.  And 
seeing  the  look  of  grief  on  their  faces  was  far 
more  devastating  than  actually  losing  the  vote.  1 
will  never  forget  that  moment.  You  see,  I’m 
somewhat  of  an  optimist.  1  expected  to  win.  How 
could  anyone  vote  against  a  civil  rights  bill?  How 
naive!  The  first  time  I  personally  felt  hatred  from 
others  for  being  gay  was  at  the  state  capitol.  And 
those  hateful  legislators  had  never  even  met  me! 
That’s  frightening.  And  very  depressing. 

But  we  will  go  on.  I  will  go  on.  However,  1  can 
only  do  it  with  your  continuing  support  and 
friendship.  I  feel  that  I  have  become  a  better  per¬ 
son  because  I  have  admitted  to  myself  and  to 
others  that  I  am  gay.  I  also  feel  that  1  have  grown 
considerably  as  a  gay  person  by  working  on  this 
bill. 

1  also  learned,  to  my  great  dismay,  what  an 
emotionally  dangerous  word  "gay”  really  is.  A 
word  that  is  not  usually  spoken  out  loud  unless 
it’s  derogatory  or  used  in  a  joke.  Or  used  by  ig¬ 
norant  legislators  who  twist  the  meaning  of  the 
word  until  it  somehow  sounds  obscene. 

I  am  not  planning  on  making  excuses  for  being 
gay  or  justifying  the  time  I  spent  working  on  the 
bill.  Though  I’ve  found  myself  in  the  defensive 
positon  all  too  often.  Don’t  get  me  wrong  —  I’m 
not  blaming  anyone  for  treating  me  differently, 
but  I  will  also  not  feel  guilt  for  being  different.  I 
refuse  to  be  treated  as  something  strange, 
perverse,  abnormal  or  unacceptable.  I  am  dif¬ 
ferent  from  you  people  in  one  regard  only.  I  am 
attracted  to  people  of  the  same  sex.  And  I  will 
never  again  believe  for  an  instant  that  I  am  some¬ 
how  less  of  a  person  than  anyone  else. 


15 

Will  Get  You 
30! 

Did  you  notice  the  little  number 
in  the  upper  left  hand  corner  of 
CCATs  cover?!  This  week  we  begin 
VOLUME  15,  and  we  look  forward 
to  giving  you  30  —  30  years  of  GCN 
that  is. 

THANK  YOU,  THANK  YOU, 
THANK  YOU  to  everyone  who  has 
given  time  and  money  since  year  1, 
at  the  Charles  Street  Meeting 
House. 

Keep  an  eye  out  in  early 
September  for  a  complete  design 
overhaul  of  the  paper,  to  celebrate 
year  #15.  And  watch  for  anniversary 
events  in  October  and  December. 

15  will  get  you  30  in  another 
sense.  A  beloved  donor  is  still  mat¬ 
ching  15th  anniversary  donations 
throughout  the  summer  —  a 
campaign  you  heard  about  in  a  re¬ 
cent  letter  to  subscribers  and  in  a 
follow-up  editorial.  If  you  haven’t 
yet  responded,  please  send  even  $15 
—  and  we’ll  get  $30.  And  thanks 
again  to  the  many  people  who  have 
sent  in  donations  of  $5  to  $500 
already;  every  dollar  helps  and  is 
much  appreciated. 


Although  you  have  been  supportive  of  me,  I  get 
the  impression  from  some  people  that  I  make  too 
much  of  an  issue  of  “being  gay”  and  that  I  talk 
about  “it”  to  much.  Perhaps  you  feel  this  way. 
But  when  was  the  last  time  you  consciously  made 
the  decision  to  avoid  making  an  issue  of  “being 
straight”  and  repressed  the  urge  to  talk  about 
“it”?  Think  of  how  hard  it  would  be  to  hold  all 
conversations  using  “gay”  pronouns. 

You  have  to  realize  that  everything  you  say  and 
do  is  somehow  related  to  the  heterosexual  world. 
You  talk  about  your  wives  or  your  husbands  and 
“our  house,”  “our  family,”  “our  kids,”  and 
“our  vacation”  —  you  talk  about  dating  and  how 
it’s  going  and  what  the  other  person  is  like.  You 
publicly  show  your  affection  simply  by  holding 
hands  or  kissing  each  other  goodbye.  You  can 
talk  out  loud  on  the  phone  or  in  the  halls  at  work. 
You  can  mention  your  favorite  celebrities  (and 
physical  descriptions  are  not  always  left  out).  You 
point  out  people  walking  by,  and  although  some 
find  this  rude,  it  is  nonetheless  acceptable  to  men¬ 
tion  that  someone  of  the  opposite  sex  just  walked 
by.  You  can  talk  about  what  you  did  last  night 
and  what  you’re  planning  on  doing  this  weekend. 

I  can’t  do  any  of  these  things  without  looking 
around  to  see  if  someone  is  listening,  or  without 
wondering  if  I’m  talking  about  “it”  too  much 
again!  Someone  asked  me  once  if  everything  I  do 
is  “gay.”  I  should’ve  asked,  “Is  everything  you 
do  straight?” 

Seems  to  me  that  it’s  okay  to  be  gay  so  long  as  I 
act  and  talk  “straight”  when  I’m  with  straight 
people.  In  other  words,  be  more  like  yourselves. 
This  is  one  more  form  of  oppression  that  may  not 
be  applied  to  me  intentionally,  but  it  is  still  felt 
everyday.  Sometimes  I  worry  more  about  how  I 
act  in  front  of  people  who  know  I’m  gay  than  in 
front  of  those  who  don’t.  It’s  as  if  I’m  trying  to 
prove  that  we’re  just  like  everyone  else.  Well,  we 
are.  We  want  the  same  things  out  of  life  that  you 
do.  Friends,  a  home,  a  job,  health,  happiness, 
and  to  meet  someone  special.  The  only  difference 
is  that  the  “someone  special”  is  of  the  same 
gender. 

I  know  it’s  hard  to  understand.  But  I  don’t 
understand  why  I’m  gay  anymore  than  you  un¬ 
derstand  why  you’re  straight.  1  am  however, 
working  on  accepting  myself  and  that’s  all  I’m 
asking  of  others  —  acceptance. 

Being  gay  may  not  be  all  that  I  am.  But  think 
about  how  much  of  you  is  “being  straight.”  You 
may  think  that  I  talked  too  much  about  the  Gay 
Rights  Bill,  and  if  so,  I  apologize  for  that.  But  I 
will  never  again  be  sorry  for  being  gay.  An  En¬ 
glish  writer  once  said,  “Better  to  be  hated  for 
what  one  is,  than  to  be  loved  for  what  one  is  not .  ’  ’ 
Excellent  words,  but  words  are  not  always  easy  to 
live  by.  1  am  not  planning  on  coming  out  publicly 
—  yet.  Unfortunately,  1  am  forced  to  be  practical. 
I  want  to  keep  my  job. 

They  say  you  can’t  change  the  world.  Well,  you 
can  make  a  difference  around  yourself.  I  think  1 
have  and  you  people  are  part  of  that  change. 

1  appreciate  the  friendship,  help,  compassion 
and  sense  of  family  you  have  all  given  me.  I  am  a 
better  person  because  of  this  struggle.  I  am  also 
tired.  Very  tired.  But  1  know  I  can  count  on  your 
support  and  1  will  continue  to  find  strength. 
With  sincere  thanks, 

Steve  Gavron 
Suffield,  CT 


we  have  settled 
for  the  ‘else’ 

Dear  GCN: 

My  name  is  ‘Re  Jeanne  Del-Ray’  and  I  am 
writing  in  response  to  a  letter  you  printed  by  my 
sister  ‘Maria  Del-Ray’. 

Since  you  printed  the  letter  we  ‘The  Del  Ray 
Girls'  have  been  catching  pure  hell  from  the  ad¬ 
ministration.  They  have  given  us  very  little 
breathing  room.  I  am  fed  up  with  it. 

We  all  here  had  taken  the  step  of  letting  them 
(administration)  know  that  we  are  here  to  stay 
and  we  are  not  going  to  back  down  to  what  they 
want  us  to  be. 

We  are  documented  homosexuals  here  and  it 
has  been  said  ‘Either  you  become  rehabilitated, 
or  else’  and  we  have  settled  for  the  else.  This  was 
done  by  all  of  the  girls  putting  ourselves  on  PC 
[protective  custody /isolation]. 

It’s  awful  to  be  called  ‘fagots’  and  the  ‘ones 
that  spread  AIDS’.  There  is  more  homosexuals  in 
the  closet  here  than  there  is  out  and  they  are  the 
ones  that  end  up  in  PC  because  they  have  been 
pressured  into  a  ‘relationship’  they  are  not  ready 
for. 

I  would  like  to  say  that  all  queens  in  and  out  of 
prison  need  to  build  a  stronger  bond  and  come 
together  as  a  family  instead  of  hiding  in  the  closet 
and  let  the  administration  kick  us  around.  Hell, 
we  have  rights.  I  would  also  like  to  be  placed  on 
you  penpal  list. 

Your  sister, 

(Re  Jeanne  Del  Ray) 

Cornelius  Brown 
36737,  Box  2800 
Lincoln,  NE  68502 


hit  them  in  the 
profit  margin 

Dear  GCN: 

The  article  entitled  “Times  Have  Changed  at 
the  Herald,"  in  the  June  28  issue  of  GCN,  was 
something  very  eye-opening  in  regard  to  the  level 
of  viciousness  in  the  paper’s  crusade  against  our 
civil  rights.  A  representative  sample  of  their 
bigotry  is  Don  Feder  fretting  that  gay  rights 
would  lead  to  transvestites  “dressed  like  Carmen 
Miranda  and  Zsa  Zsa  Gabor”  who  would  de¬ 
mand  that  straight  homeowners  rent  to  them, 
while  the  “bizarre  duo  prances  before  their 
children.” 

This  is  not  a  case  of  the  paper  serving  as  a 
legitimate  function  as  a  forum  for  the  full  range 
of  public  opinion,  regardless  of  how  outrageous. 
This  is  the  management  of  the  paper  itself  cru¬ 
sading  against  our  rights  and  indulging  in  a  level 
of  hatemongering  no  better  than  KKK  hate 
literature.  The  Boston  Herald’ s  right  to  express 
its  opinion  is  not  one  bit  more  than  our  rights  to 
jobs  and  housing,  and  so  long  as  they  are  actively 
seeking  to  deny  our  rights,  gays  should  not  allow 
a  respect  for  freedom  of  expression  to  prevent  us 
from  active  retaliation. 

Gays  have  to  face  the  reality  that  you  cannot 
always  hope  to  reason  with  minds  that  are  already 
too  saturated  with  poison,  that  function  on  a 
purely  emotional  level,  that  think  in  terms  of 
religious  gibberish,  or  that  are  only  playing 
politics  and  bending  with  the  prevailing  winds, 
lacking  even  sincerity  in  their  professional  objec¬ 
tions.  There  are  times  when  the  only  way  to 
“reason”  with  these  types  is  through  a  stiff  kick 
in  the  rear  end  (read  “pocketbook”). 

Cancelling  subscriptions  is  a  fine  idea,  but 
there  are  unfortunately  more  than  enough 
bigoted  and  apathetic  straights  to  keep  a  news¬ 
paper  running  in  the  black.  One  idea  for  dealing 
with  papers  who  feel  free  to  indulge  in  spreading 
poison  can  be  found  with  a  little  imagination  by 
considering  the  fact  that  many  newspapers  have 
toll-free  phone  numbers,  just  as  TV  evangelists 
tend  to  be  fond  of  toll-free  numbers.  The  Herald 
has  two  such  numbers,  at  1-800-882-1211  and 
1-800-882-1692.  If  the  Herald  received  enough  of 
a  flood  of  calls  from  angry  gay  people,  they 
would  have  difficulty  even  functioning  in  their 
daily  business,  and  maybe  this  would  get  a 
message  across  the  them. 

The  level  of  cheap  and  offensive  stereotyping  in 
some  of  the  Herald’ s  material  cannot  be  “balanc¬ 
ed”  by  the  occasional  appearance  of  space  for  op¬ 
posing  views.  The  gay  community  should  be  satis¬ 
fied  with  nothing  less  than  a  public  apology,  and 
until  such  time,  we  should  use  every  available 
means  to  hit  them  in  their  profit  margin. 

Rick  Wallbridge 
Canton,  MA 


GCN  prints  all  letters  to  the  editor  except  per¬ 
sonal  attacks;  carbon  copies  of  letters  sent 
elsewhere  are  published  on  a  space-available 
basis.  Letters  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the 
views  of  the  GCN  membership.  Letters 
should  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLESPACED 
limited  to  THREE  typed  pages.  Send  to 
Community  Voices,  GCN,  62  Berkeley  SI., 
Boston,  MA  02116. 
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Speaking  Out 


Reflections  On  Internalized  Homophobia 

To  reveal  oneself  is  an  act  of  trust,  faith,  courage  and  love. 

By  Maryanne  DeGoede 


Self-hatred,  fear,  embarassment,  shame,  contempt.  I  assume  I  am  as  confident  as 
anyone  in  my  right  to  love  whom  I  please,  but  sometimes  I  notice  that  being  a  queer  makes 
me  uneasy. 

I  notice  my  own  homophobia  when  I  am  afraid  to  tell  a  new  acquaintance  I  am  a 
lesbian,  when  1  tell  others  or  myself  that  I’m  not  like  “those”  dykes  or  faggots,  when  I  let 
disparaging  remarks  go  by  (or  even  join  in  laughter)  about  my  more  blatant  sisters  or 
brothers,  or  when  I  apologize  for  my  behavior  covertly  or  overtly  in  wanting  not  to  be 
involved  in  the  politics  of  our  liberation. 

I’m  sure  all  of  us  can  find  negative  programming  about  homosexuality  in  ourselves. 
What  purpose  does  this  guilt  serve  in  our  lives?  What  are  we  perpetuating  by  “buying  into” 
the  lies  they  (we)  tell? 

We  perpetuate  our  own  oppression  and  support  the  institution  of  heterosexism  by 
conforming  to  the  idea  that  homosexuality  is  the  “sin  which  dare  not  speak  its  name.” 

In  everyday  life,  do  we  hide  from  the  world,  each  other  and  ourselves?  Do  we  accept  as 
our  due  the  tension  of  “passing”  for  straight  and  the  stifling  of  the  need  to  share  the  beauty 
of  our  revolution  —  our  love? 

Is  it  worth  a  begrudged  acceptance  from  heterosexuals?  Is  it  worth  our  lives?  One 
reason  AIDS  has  ravaged  our  communities  is  that  too  many  saw  the  disease  as  targeting  gay 


Community  Voices 


start  a  new  york 
edition 

Dear  GCN: 

Letters  from  two  irate  gay  Bostonians  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  latest  issues  of  the  New  York  Native 
critical  of  that  paper’s  political  columnist 
Thomas  J.  Jackson,  a/k/a  Leonard  Goldstein, 
who  recently  dismissed  David  Scondras’  initiative 
to  draft  Ginnie  Apuzzo  to  run  for  President.  Both 
letter  writers  were  on  target  when  they  noted 
Goldstein’s  snide  sarcasm  and  condescension, 
but  were  wrong  to  conclude  that  all  of  us  New 
Yorkers  are  so  smug  and  patronizing  toward  our 
northern  neighbors. 

Far  from  being  smug,  we’re  positively  des¬ 
perate.  .  .as  far  as  our  need  for  responsible  gay 
and  lesbian  journalism  is  concerned. 

We  have  but  one  gay  paper  here.  Each  week  we 
are  subjected  to  the  publisher’s  latest  paranoid 
rantings  about  the  causes  of  AIDS.  Each  week 
Leonard  Goldstein,  who  writes  fearlessly  under  a 
pseudonym,  red-baits  and  calumniates  Mayor 
Koch’s  critics  within  the  community.  The  paper’s 
political  endorsements  seem  to  be  penned  in  the 
basement  of  City  Hall.  Under  such  circum¬ 
stances,  New  York’s  lesbians  should  feel  fortun¬ 
ate  that  the  Native  ignores  them  all  together. 

No,  we’re  not  smug.  Some  of  us,  in  fact,  are 
not  so  crazy  about  our  own  Ginnie  Apuzzo  and 
believe  we’d  be  better  off  were  Scondras  to  run 
for  president. 

But,  most  of  all,  many  of  us  admire  GCN  — 
and  we  wonder  why  you  people  don’t  start  up  a 
New  York  edition. 

Sincerely, 

Tim  O’Toole 
Astoria,  NY 


an  open  letter 
to  my  people 

Dear  GCN : 

My  name  is  Roger.  I  am  gay,  a  recovering 
alcoholic,  and  a  prisoner.  I  need  to  point  out  that 
there  are  perhaps  50-60,000  gay  men  and  lesbians 
serving  time  in  our  state  and  federal  prisoners.  I 
hope  that  during  our  forthcoming  “March”  we 
are  not  ‘forgotten’. 

I  mention  this  also  to  send  a  message  to  some  of 
our  organizations  and  newspapers  (such  as  the 
Advocate)  who  refuse  to  print  articles,  letters  or 
even  ads  from  gays  and  lesbians  in  prison.  We  are 
not  going  to  be  here  forever  and  we  are  people  of 
value  to  the  gay  and  lesbian  communities  that  we 
eventually  will  “come  out”  to.  Many  of  us  feel  a 
great  deal  of  rejection  from  these  communities  in 
these  times. 

Now,  as  to  those  (like  myself)  who  can’t  attend 
the  March.  There  are  still  some  things  we  could 
surely  do.  Such  as  write  letters  and  time  them  in 
the  mail  so  as  to  coincide  with  the  time  of  the 
March.  If  we  were  allowed  some  voice  by  some  of 
‘our’  community’s  newspapers,  we  could  say 
more.  We  need  help  from  GCN's  readers  with 
‘lobbying’  their  local  papers  for  letting  us  have  a 
voice. 

The  time  has  come  for  all  gay  and  lesbian  peo¬ 
ple,  not  just  the  sissies,  dikes,  PWAs  or  those  into 
S&M  etc.,  to  make  a  stand,  an  impression,  a 
memorable  impression. 

Be  there! 

Roger  M.  Dugger 
177-529  CRC 
PO  Box  5500 
Chillicothe,  OH  45601 


gen  lifeline 

Dear  GCN: 

How  are  people  like  us  looked  at  in  this  world 
(whether  they  come  out  and  say  it  or  not)?  Like 
the  scum  of  the  earth.  But  we  know  who  the  real 
scum  is.  Those  same  people  who  class  us  as  being 
immoral  are  dipping  their  noses  in  other  people’s 
business,  causing  death,  disease  and  destruction 
in  somebody  else’s  country  where  they  aren’t  even 
wanted. 

By  receiving  GCN  and  other  gifts  of  knowledge 
I  have  become  more  determined  to  help  my  sisters 
and  brothers  with  the  limited  powers  that  I  do 
have.  Keep  that  paper  coming.  It’s  our  life-line. 

Now  my  mind  needs  some  relaxation,  so  how 
about  some  fantasy  stories  please,  very  thick 
ones! 

Roses  on  both  our  pillows.  We  are  together  no 
matter  the  color  of  skin  or  sexual  gender! 
Speaking  out  XXXOOOXXXOOO, 

E.  Milton  ‘Eros’  Yarbray 
321234  Eastham  Box  16 
Lovelady,  TX  75851 

we’ve  got  our 
own  caste  system 

Dear  GCN: 

Prisoners.  The  girls  in  blue.  Why  can’t  they 
(we!)  all  stick  together?  Are  we  not  all  ‘sisters’? 

It  is  one  of  the  most  difficult  situations  to  be  in. 
Upon  entry  part  of  the  admission  screening  is 
probing  your  sexuality.  Not  only  what  kind,  but 
what  way,  how  often  and  for  how  long.  Vicarious 
sex  for  the  bureaucrats. 

Once  you  start  to  meet  the  other  ‘girls’  great 
difference  is  met.  Some  accept  you  as  a  sister, 
some  as  an  enemy,  or  rather  a  competitor. 

The  general  (strait)  prisoners’  creed  is  to  not 
cooperate  with  the  men  in  green  (the  guards). 
‘Snitching’  to  ‘the  man’  [passing  information; 
‘tattling’  on  other  prisoners]  is  taboo. 

But  with  the  ‘girls’  it’s  a  different  story.  We’ve 
got  our  own  ‘caste’  system.  The  ‘creme  de  la 
creme’  are  the  self-proclaimed  QUEENS.  Proud 
to  be  who  and  what  they  are.  It  all  depends  on  the 
individual. 

Our  middle-class  is  kind  of  on  the  ‘hush’.  The 
CLOSETS,  those  who  don’t  know  or  want  to  hide 
their  true  identity.  They’re  quick  to  criticize  the 
queens,  but  when  the  lights  go  out,  they  become 
. . .  sisters. 

Then  we  come  to  those  who  fall  below  a  snake’s 
belly.  Conniving,  treacherous,  and  privy  (snitch) 
to  the  man  in  green. 

This  CASTE  SYSTEM  is  the  reason  for  our  in¬ 
compatibility.  If  only  we  would  realize  how  great 
our  numbers  are  and  how  respected  we’d  be  if 
united.  Instead  we  ‘cooperate’  [snitch]  and  get 
our  own  locked  up  [isolated],  hoping  the  man  will 
give  some  slack,  not  realizing  that  this  slack  will 
in  the  long  run  only  tighten  the  noose  around  all 
our  throats. 

If  only  we  could  yank  a  few  of  the  ‘girls  in 
green’  out  of  their  closets! 

Why  must  jealousy  prevail?  It  pleases  the  ad¬ 
ministration  no  end.  If  the  girls  would  only  sup¬ 
port  each  other,  instead  of  relying  on  some  john. 
The  john  has  nothing  to  lose,  whereas  the  girls 
would  grieve  at  a  sister  getting  locked  up  and  go 
out  of  the  way  to  divert  the  green  pants. 

We  could  take  care  of  each  other.  We  could 
freely  play  more  often.  Irtstead,  too  often,  we 
continue  to  be  selfish  and  unsupportive.  How 
about  supporting  each  other?! 

‘Sisters’ — Brothers:  Friends! 

Lonny  Paul 
Box  B  —  802318 
Anamosa,  IA  52205 


males,  a  particularly  despised  minority.  Because  so  many  of  us  are  unknown  to  the  people 
around  us,  they  could  condemn  us  to  death. 

We  do  the  oppressor’s  work  for  him/her  by  hiding  our  pride,  in  the  power,  dignity  and 
honor  of  our  love  for  each  other. 

We  are,  each  one  of  us,  on  the  front  lines  of  a  great  and  noble  struggle.  We  are  deciding 
the  future  for  ourselves  and  for  those  who  will  follow.  We  are  testing  and  defining  the  limits 
(or  lack  thereof)  of  the  known  worlds  of  intimacy,  gender  roles  and  individual  development. 
We  are  advancing  what  it  means  to  be  male  or  female.  We  are  loving  each  other  an  ourselves 
—  or  are  we? 

Loving  ourselves  seems  to  be  the  first  step  in  making  the  world  a  better  place.  There  is  a 
justice  in  respecting  the  ability  and  need  to  love  another,  whatever  one’s  preference.  In  any 
case,  is  it  pragmatic  to  expect  acceptance  or  love  from  others  if  we  don’t  give  it  to  ourselves? 

Our  revolution  is  part  of  a  greater  cultural  revolution.  Perhaps  one  day  everyone  will  be 
free,  even  encouraged,  to  love  whom  they  choose. 

To  this  end,  we  must  be  willing  to  sacrifice  our  anonymity.  In  the  words  of  Susan  B. 
Anthony: 

Cautious,  careful  people,  always  casting  about  to  preserve  their  reputation 
and  social  standing,  never  can  bring  about  a  reform. 

Those  who  are  really  in  earnest  must  be  willing  to  be  anything  or  nothing  in 
the  world’s  estimation,  and  publicly  and  privately,  in  season  and  out,  avow 
their  sympathies  with  despised  and  persecuted  ideas  and  their  advocates,  and 
bear  the  consequences. 

Maryanne  deGoede  is  a  reader  from  Ojai,  California. 


“Speaking  Out”  is  part  of  our  continuing  effort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion 
for  the  community.  We  encourage  you  to  send  your  ideas,  feelings,  and  comments 
to  us  and  we  encourage  you  to  respond  to  any  ideas  expressed  in  this  space.  Sub¬ 
missions  to  “Speaking  Out”  should  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE  SPACED,  and  held  to 
under  5  pages  in  length.  The  opinions  expressed  in  “Speaking  Out”  do  not 
necessarily  reflect  the  view  of  the  newspaper  staff  or  the  advertisers.  Write  c/o 
Speaking  Out,  GCN,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA  02116. 
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Hiam  Quits  over  Test  Policy 


By  Kim  Westheimer 
BOSTON  —  The  State  In¬ 
surance  Commissioner  has  resign¬ 
ed  and  there  are  calls  for  the 
resignation  of  the  Secretary  of 
Consumer  Affairs  following  a  deci¬ 
sion  to  revise  the  state’s  HIV 
testing  policy  (See  story  page  one). 
In  anticipation  of  an  announce¬ 


ment  by  Consumer  Affairs  Sec¬ 
retary  Paula  Gold  that  insurance 
companies  may  use  HIV  tests  to 
screen  potential  applicants.  In¬ 
surance  Commissioner  Peter 
Hiam  resigned  July  8.  Hiam  sharp¬ 
ly  criticized  the  new  policy  which 
affects  life  and  non-cancellable 


disability  insurance  and  called  the 
process  leading  up  to  the  change 
“indefensible.” 

For  weeks  there  have  been 
rumors  that  Hiam  might  resign  if 
HIV  testing  by  insurance  comp¬ 
anies  were  allowed.  At  an  unrelated 
press  conference,  just  prior  to 
receiving  Hiam’s  resignation  let¬ 
ter,  Dukakis  said  tersely,  “If  he 
[Hiam]  can’t  support  the  policy, 
he  might  do  better  outside  of  the 
administration.” 

In  December  of  last  year,  Hiam 
released  a  state  policy  which  pro¬ 
hibited  insurers  from  using  HIV 
antibody  testing  in  any  capacity. 
Hiam  has  consistently  stood  by 
this  policy,  maintaining  that  unless 
insurers  could  prove  that  lack  of 
HIV  testing  would  be  financially 
devastating,  testing  is  out  of  the 
question. 

Hiam  initiated  enforcement 
proceedings  in  February  of  this 
year  against  ten  companies  who 
defied  his  order  not  to  test.  At  the 
same  time,  Hiam’s  boss.  Gold, 
began  conducting  separate  meet¬ 
ings  with  AIDS  activists  and  in¬ 
surance  representatives  to  discuss 
the  policy.  “When  the  insurance 
industry  became  upset  [about  the] 
enforcement  process  and  wanted 
to  see  the  Governor,  at  that  point 
she  became  pro-industry,”  Hiam 
told  GCN.  “Throughout  the  pro¬ 
cess  Gold  continued  to  take  the  in¬ 
dustry’s  side.” 

Larry  Kessler,  executive  director 
of  Boston’s  AIDS  Action  Com¬ 
mittee  (AAC)  and  Paul  Wright, 
director  of  the  AAC  board,  have 
called  for  Gold’s  resignation  due 
to  her  role  in  the  policy  change. 

“As  far  as  I’m  concerned,  these 
are  the  changes  [in  policy]  she’s  in¬ 
tended  to  make  all  along,”  said 
Wright.  “She  has  given  lip  service 
to  process  and  not  lived  up  to  it  in 
spirit.” 

Despite  Gold’s  assertion  at  a  Ju¬ 
ly  9  press  conference  that  the 
meetings  were  an  attempt  to  “sit 
down  and  talk  with  all  interested 

Continued  on  page  7 


Mass.  Senate  Votes 
to  Test  Prisoners 


By  Kim  Westheimer 

BOSTON  —  An  amendment 
mandating  HIV  testing  for  all 
Massachusetts  state  prisoners 
passed  the  Senate  27-12  on  July 
1.  The  amendment,  which  was 
tacked  on  to  SI 923  —  legislation 
to  create  an  executive  office  of 
criminal  justice  —  is  now  in 
House  Ways  and  Means. 

Sponsored  by  Sen.  David 
Locke  (R- Wellesley),  the 
amendment  calls  for  testing  of 
“all  current  inmates  as  soon  as 
reasonably  possible,  and  for 
the  testing  of  all  newly  admit¬ 
ted  inmates  before  their  admis- 
sion  to  tlje  general 
population.”  In  addition  to 
calling  for  “confidentiality”  of 
such  test  results,  the  amend¬ 
ment  calls  for  “procedures 
which  will  address  the  special 
health  or  housing  requirements 
of  those  inmates  who  test  pos¬ 
itive  for  the  AIDS  virus.” 

Currently  prisoners  with 
AIDS  are  sent  to  Boston’s 
Shattuck  Hospital.  There  is  no 
policy  for  removal  of  people 
who  are  HIV  positive. 

Locke  did  not  return  GCN' s 
calls. 

Locke’s  amendment  is  “real¬ 
ly  dangerous,”  said  Denise 
McWilliams,  director  of  the 
AIDS  Law  Project  for  the  Bos¬ 
ton-based  Gay  and  Lesbian  Ad- 
'vocates  and  Defenders. 
“Testing  done  in  mass  fashion 
is  not  going  to  bring  with  it 
necessary  education  and  coun- 


selling.  It’s  also  not  going  to  be 
confidential.  It  would  be  much 
better  to  spend  resources  on 
counselling  and  education.” 
McWilliams  also  expressed 
concern  that  prisoners  who 
have  been  tested  for  HIV  infec¬ 
tion  would  be  used  as  a  “captive” 
population  for  testing  of 
AIDS-related  drugs. 

Rep.  John  McDonough 
(D-Boston),  who  was  the  chief 
sponsor  of  legislation  passed 
last  year  which  banned  man¬ 
datory  HIV  testing,  said  he  sees 
little  interest  in  S1923  in  the 
House  or  Senate.  McDonough 
does  not  expect  SI 923  to  get 
out  of  House  Ways  and  Means. 
Passage  of  Locke’s  amendment 
was  a  case  of  political  “grand- 
standing,”  said  McDonough. 
“If  they  were  really  serious 
about  it  they  would  file  legisla¬ 
tion.” 

But  it  is  not  inconceivable, 
said  McDonough,  that  the  anti¬ 
testing  law  will  be  amended  at 
some  point  in  the  future.  “I 
think  what  we  did  last  year  was 
to  establish  a  base  line  from 
which  we  can  judge  any  pro¬ 
posals  that  come  [regarding 
HIV  testing]. ...  I  don’t  think 
we  do  ourselves  any  favors  to 
take  a  hard  line  and  say  there 
will  be  no  testing  now  and  for¬ 
ever.  The  AIDS  issue  is  too 
fluid,  there’s  always  new 
information.” 


Calif.  Queers:  Lock 
Up  Weapons,  Not  People 


By  Jim  Denison 

CONCORD,  CA  —  Over 
100  people  marched  June  13  in 
a  gay  and  lesbian  action  calling 
for  a  quarantine  of  weapons, 
not  people.  Organized  by  a  gay 
and  lesbian  cluster  with  the  Bay 
Area  Pledge  of  Resistance,  the 
event  was  part  of  a  two-day 
protest  at  Concord  Naval 
Weapons  Station  (CNWS). 

The  march  was  led  by  two 
black  coffins,  one  labeled 
“Killed  by  Contras”  and  the 
other  “Killed  by  AIDS.” 
Chanting  “Health  care  not 
warfare”  and  “We’re  dykes 
and  faggots  and  we’re  here  to 
say,  down  with  the  Navy  and 
the  CIA,”  several  dozen 
demonstrators  “decorated” 
over  50  feet  of  chain  link  fence 
with  yellow  caution  tape  to 
quarantine  the  station.  Pink 
triangles  labelled  with 
homophobia  and  the  nuclear 
family  as  well  as  racism  and 
sexism  were  also  attached  to  the 
fence  along  with  boxes  rep¬ 
resenting  medical  supplies. 
While  the  fence  decorating  was. 
in  process,  a  brief  history  cov¬ 
ering  several  thousand  years  of 
lesbian  and  gay  oppression  and 
resistance  was  read. 

The  action  was  to  have  culm¬ 
inated  in  several  people  dressed 
in  full  surgical  gowns  climbing 


the  fence  and  blocking  a  road 
and  railroad  track  used  for 
transporting  munitions.  The 
climb  was  cancelled  due  to  the 
heavy  presence  of  nasty  looking 
marines  in  fatigue  riot  gear 
wielding  night  sticks.  However, 
several  people  did  engage  in 
civil  disobedience  at  a  different 
spot  later  in  the  day. 

Organized  by  Lesbians  and 
Gays  Against  Intervention, 
Citizens  for  Medical  Justice 
and  the  local  March  on 
Washington  civil  disobedience 
committee,  the  goals  of  the  ac¬ 
tion  were  to  create  a  visible  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  presence,  show 
opposition  to  U.S.  policy  in 
Central  America,  celebrate  les- 
bian/gay  pride  and  empower 
the  participants. 

CNWS  was  the  focus  of  the 
action  because  it  is  now  ship¬ 
ping  to  El  Salvador  “general 
purpose  bombs,”  white  phos¬ 
phorous  rockets,  and  ammu¬ 
nition  for  GE  machine  guns 
that  fire  100  bullets  per  second. 
The  protest  also  drew  attention 
to  the  relationship  of  the  war  in 
Central  America  to  the  Bay 
Area:  one  of  two  major  West 
Coast  weapons  shipping 
points,  CNWS  shipped  80  per¬ 
cent  of  the  bombs  used  by  the 
U.S.  in  Vietnam. 
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"Genuinely  tunny." 


-Vincent  Canby,  NEW  YORK  TIMES 


"★★★★Hilarious!" 


-  Richard  Freedman,  NEWHOUSE  NEWSPAPERS 


"TOP-NOTCH 


ENTERTAINMENT! 


-  Judith  Crist,  WOR-TV 


"Extremely  funny." 

-  Molly  Haskell,  VOGUE  MAGAZINE 


"Wickedly  comic." 

-  Bruce  Williamson,  PLAYBOY 
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A  Cure  for  the  Disease  of  Loneliness 


The  ideas  of  the  following  piece 
are  the  ideas  of  a  speech  prepared 
by  Steven  Michalowski  to  be 
delivered  at  the  Gay  Pride  Rally 
June  13.  Because  of  failing  health, 
Steve  was  unable  to  deliver  it.  Fritz 
Enstrom  supplied  the  words  below 
with  Steve’s  guidance. 

Maybe  it’s  true,  the  Eastern 
belief  that  opportunity  is  born  of 
two  parents  —  crisis  and  hard 
work.  Simply  acknowledging  the 
physical  realities  of  the  AIDS  crisis 
requires  hard  work.  But  imagine 
the  hard  work  to  take  it  a  step  fur¬ 
ther,  to  discover  a  spiritual 
opportunity  in  the  dust  of  lost 
lives!  Yet  opportunity  is  there.  We 
are  a  community  of  individuals 
who  have  faced  crisis  and  hard 
work  before,  on  personal  levels. 
Now  we  can  take  this  poignant  op¬ 
portunity  by  doing  some  hard 
work  again,  work  that  will  benefit 
us  all. 

Isolation  is  a  stranger  to  none  of 
us  who  have  grown  up  different, 
yet  isolation  is  cruelly  extended  for 
the  AIDS  patient.  Not  only  are  we 
isolated  by  the  communicable  as¬ 


pect  of  the  disease,  but  we  are  iso¬ 
lated  by  the  ways  it  changes  our 
lives,  making  us  different  from  the 
gay  community. 

The  gay  male  our  friends  once 
knew  as  disgustingly  independent 
is  suddenly  made  dependent  by  the 
disease.  The  broad  social  context 
he  enjoyed  is  now  severely  narrow¬ 
ed.  He  no  longer  shares  the  youth¬ 
ful  perspectives  of  the  scene 
because,  overnight,  he  learns  the 
precautions  of  old  age.  What’s  left 
are  memories  —  and  a  succession 
of  new  demands  made  by  doctors, 
lawyers  and  social  servants  who 
can’t  relate  to  him  personally. 

Granted,  this  life  is  no  fun  for 
the  healthy,  nor  does  it  make  for 
witty  conversation  in  the  after 
hours.  But  the  fact  remains  that 
the  AIDS  patient’s  life  must 
continue  as  wholly  as  possible  or 
his  spirit  might  deteriorate  faster 
than  his  body. 

How  can  friends  keep  their 
friendship  with  a  friend  who  has 
AIDS?  And  the  person  with  AIDS 
keep  his  friends?  Going  on  the 
assumption  we  all  have  four 


,i  // 

Steven  John  Michalowski 


September  23,  1957  —  June  18,  1987 
We  saw  the  bird  at  the  window,  baby. 


friends,  one  friend  could  visit  once 
during  the  week  to  help  shop,  sort 
out  bills,  cook  a  meal,  do  laundry, 
play  cards.  One  day  the  next  week, 


a  second  friend  could  take  over.  In 
the  course  of  a  month,  the  patient 
will  have  had  at  least  four  well-pre¬ 
pared  meals,  the  supplies  he  needs, 


Boston  ’ s  First  Classical  Gay /Lesbian  Concert 

The  Stars  Come  Out 


“A  Love  Affair  with  Music,”  a 

classical  concert  for  gay  pride. 
Emmanuel  Church,  Boston.  June 

14. 

By  Tom  Grabosky 

If  you’re  a  Boston  area  devote 
of  classical  music,  chances  are  the 
name  of  Fenwick  Smith  is  familiar 
to  you.  As  second  flute  with  the 
Boston  Symphony  Orchestra  he 
has  had  a  distinguished  career,  at¬ 
tracting  considerable  critical  ac¬ 
claim  for  his  annual  recitals. 

On  a  mid-June  Sunday,  I  was 
delighted  to  attend  a  gay  pride 
concert  of  classical  music  organiz¬ 
ed  by  Fenwick  Smith  in  collabora¬ 
tion  with  Gwen  Lowenheim,  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Boston  Institute  for 
Social  Therapy  and  Research.  The 
concert,  “A  Love  Affair  with  Mu¬ 
sic,”  was  designed  to  benefit  the 
Institute,  and  affirm  “the  con¬ 
tributions  gay  men  and  women 
have  made  to  the  arts.”  The  pro¬ 
gram  consisted  of  a  variety  of 


musical  forms  including  a  dazzling 
Sonata  for  flute  written  by  Virgil 
Thomson  and  executed  with  an¬ 
imated  precision  by  Smith,  follow¬ 
ed  by  a  dreamy  and  eloquent 
recitation  of  “Les  Chansons  de 
Bilitis,”  spoken  with  mesmerizing 
inflection  and  in  perfect  French  by 
Martha  Moor  to  the  music  of 
Claude  Debussy.  I  especially  ap¬ 
preciated,  at  that  point,  the 
thoughtfulness  of  the  concert  pro¬ 
moters  in  providing  a  rather  exten¬ 
sive  program  which  included  an 
English  translation  of  “Les  Chan¬ 
sons”  as  well  as  the  texts  of  other 
poems  by  W.  H.  Auden  and  Her¬ 
man  Melville  which  were  put  to 
music  during  the  evening.  Perhaps 
the  most  beautiful  of  these  musical 
poetics  was  Auden’s  somber,  mov¬ 
ing  Nocturne  set  to  music  by  Ben¬ 
jamin  Britten,  and  sung  in  a  strong 
and  expressive  tenor  voice  by  Kim 
Scown,  well-known  here  and  in 
New  York  for  his  important  con¬ 
tributions  to  operatic  perform¬ 


ances  and  recordings. 

Adding  a  special  intimacy  to  the 
evening  was  a  personable  and  in¬ 
formative  text  written  and  read  by 
Bill  Cavness,  senior  producer  for 
radio  station  WGBH.  His  inclu¬ 
sion  was  exemplary  of  the  stature 
of  the  music,  the  performers  and 
the  composers  chosen  to  be  partic¬ 
ipants  in  this  event.  Indeed,  given 
the  fact  that  this  concert  was  con¬ 
ceived  and  performed  by  musi¬ 
cians  and  performers  of  the  first 
rank,  it  was  surprising  to  see  that 
the  audience  was  really  very 
modest  in  size. 

A  brief  intermission  about 
halfway  through  the  program  was 
followed  by  “The  Mask  of  Cain: 
Poems  of  the  Civil  War,”  text  by 
Melville,  music  by  Robert  Evett.  A 
complex  and  lovely  texturing  of 
male  and  female  voices  made  this 
particular  piece  a  real  treat  and  I 
hope  soon  to  hear  more  from  these 
skillful  singers  known  as  Schola 
Cantorum.  Directed  by  Frederick 


Jodry,  they  are  a  Boston-based 
group  founded  in  the  fall  of  1982 
“to  explore  lesser  known  works 
for  vocal  ensemble.” 

An  exciting  finale  to  the  even¬ 
ing’s  entertainment  was  provided 
by  conductor  Ainslee  Cox  who  led 
a  small  but  impressive  group  of 
thirteen  musicians  in  a  very  satisfy¬ 
ing  performance  of  the  original 
version  of  Aaron  Copeland’s 
ballet  score  “Appalachian 
Spring.”  Although  I’m  not  a  great 
fan  of  Copeland,  it  was  neverthe¬ 
less  intriguing  to  hear  this  familiar 
piece  of  music  performed  as 
originally  scored  for  the  Martha 
Graham  Dance  Company  in  1944. 
All  in  all  the  program  offered  a 
diversity  which  assured  something 
for  everyone.  I  hope  that  next  June 
finds  me  sitting  in  a  pew  at  Em¬ 
manuel  Church  celebrating  gay 
pride  at  the  second  annual  “Love 
Affair  with  Music”  concert. 


the  frustration  of  daily  chores 
behind  him,  and  —  most  import¬ 
ant  —  a  reason  to  comb  his  hair. 

This  sounds  like  the  AIDS  Ac¬ 
tion  Committee’s  buddy  system, 
but  it  has  two  features  different 
from  AAC’s  program.  First,  the 
buddy  is  not  a  new  friend  but 
someone  with  whom  the  patient 
has  already  developed  a  history 
and  shares  a  point  of  view.  Se¬ 
cond,  this  approach  is  not  as 
stressful  as  the  AAC’s  because  it 
doesn’t  require  the  concentrated 
commitment  of  one  person.  It’s  a 
shared  commitment. 

Maybe  it’s  time  for  us  all  to 
share  our  health  more  and  make 
the  community  stronger.  Maybe 
those  once  isolated  by  their  sex¬ 
uality  are  uniquely  suited  to  care  for 
those  isolated  by  failing  health. 
Maybe  our  hard  work  in  the  AIDS 
crisis  provides  the  opportunity  to 
cure  the  disease  of  loneliness.  That 
cure,  in  the  final  analysis,  may 
benefit  the  living  more  than  the  dy¬ 
ing. 

Hiam  Quits 

Continued  from  page  6 

parties,”  AIDS  activists  and  Hiam 
claim  she  was  not  above-board 
about  these  meetings.  For  exam¬ 
ple,  Hiam  said  Gold  excluded  him 
from  some  meetings  with  insur¬ 
ance  industry  representatives.  “I 
heard  references  to  [those 
meetings]  at  [larger]  meetings,” 
said  Hiam.  Gold  denied  Hiam’s 
assertions. 

In  his  resignation  letter,  Hiam 
said  he  was  “under  pressure  from 
Secretary  Gold  to  accept  the  in¬ 
dustry  view  regarding  appropriate 
safeguards.  As  recently  as  yester¬ 
day  evening,  a  representative  of 
the  Secretary  was  insisting  that  we 
delete  the  provision  in  our  draft 
regulations  which  would  prohibit 
the  industry  from  disseminating 
test  results  to  an  unregulated,  na¬ 
tional  medical  data  sharing  system 
[the  MIB].  Under  the  new  policy, 
test  results  will  be  released  to  the 
MIB  under  a  general  code  which 
Gold  claims  will  not  tip  anyone  off 
to  a  person’s  HIV  status. 

Hiam  also  asserted  the  insur¬ 
ance  industry  tried  to  pressure  the 
Dukakis  administration  by  mak¬ 
ing  threats  regarding  Dukakis’s 
Continued  on  page  12 
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By  Michael  Bronski 

A  year-and-a-half  ago  I  received  a  call  from  Mark 
Thompson  asking  if  he  could  reprint  a  section  of  my 
book  Culture  Clash:  The  Making  of  a  Gay  Sensibility  in 
his  anthology  on  gay  male  spirituality  Gay  Spirit:  Myth 
and  Meaning.  While  Mark  and  I  had  had  a  good  work¬ 
ing  relationship  through  his  editing  of  my  work  for  the 
Advocate,  /  was  surprised  that  he  wanted  me  to  con¬ 
tribute  anything  to  a  book  on  spirituality.  I  generally  har¬ 
bor  grievous  anti-religious  sentiments  and  have  been 
known,  upon  occasion,  to  be  a  rabid  anti-cleric.  But, 
always  eager  to  have  my  work  appear  anywhere,  I  con¬ 
sented. 

When  I  saw  the  uncorrected  proofs  of  Gay  Spirit,  / 
realized  that  what  I  mean  by  "spirituality"  and  what 
Mark  means  are  quite  different.  The  book  is  a  fascinating 
collection  of  gay  history  and  theory,  as  well  as  thoughts 
on  the  essence  of  being  a  gay  person.  For  Mark  —  and 
this  is  beautifully  represented  in  Gay  Spirit  —  spirituality 
is  the  continuing  attempt  to  understand  what  it  means, 
deep  down  inside  each  one  of  us,  to  be  gay.  Not 
necessarily  to  have  sex  with  our  like  gender,  or  to  go  to 
homosexual  meeting  places,  or  even  to  belong  to 
homophile  political  groups  —  what  Mark  is  interested  in 
is  how  this  gayness,  this  otherness,  this  differentness,  af¬ 
fects  everything  we  think  and  do. 

The  other  aspect  of  Gay  Spirit  which  impressed  me 
was  its  generosity  in  embracing  all  aspects  of  the  gay 
community.  Radical  fairies,  drag  queens,  leather 
queens,  politicos,  mystics  and  organizers  are  all  given 
their  full  due;  their  work  and  insight  given  praise  and 
value.  It  is  an  attitude  and  a  politic  which  has  much  to 
offer  us  all. 

For  the  past  1 1  years,  Mark  has  been  the  cultural 
editor  of  the  Advocate  where  he  has  dealt  with  the  ever- 
burgeoning  world  of  gay  movies,  theater,  books  and 
whatever  else  is  being  produced  by  lesbians  and  gay 
men.  He  grew  up  in  the  Monterey,  Califorinia,  area  and 
has  a  strong  background  in  community  journalism  and 
independent  filmmaking.  He  has  been  active  in  the  gay 
community  for  almost  20  years.  At  the  present,  he  is 
engrossed  in  his  efforts  as  a  "dream  worker"  with  the 
"Tree  Roots"  collective  of  gay  men  who  look  at  —  or  to 
use  the  group's  term  "amplify"  —  their  dreams  in  light 
of  their  gayness. 


MB:  How  did  Gay  Spirit  first  occur  to  you ? 

MT:  About  two  years  ago  I  was  in  a  very  dark  place. 

I  had  just  moved  to  Los  Angeles  after  many  years  of  liv¬ 
ing  in  San  Francisco.  AIDS  was  beginning  to  hit  the  Bay 
Area  very  hard.  Not  ony  were  a  lot  of  my  friends  dying, 
the  whole  world  I  had  grown  up  in  was  dying.  In  L.A.  all 
I  could  see  were  fragments  of  a  dying  culture,  and  this 
all  led  to  the  feelings  about  my  own  possible  death.  I  felt 
that  I  wanted  to  preserve  some  of  my  experience,  and  I 
also  wanted  to  do  something  which  would  be  of  value 
to  the  community,  not  just  another  book  of  memoirs,  or 
a  novel,  or  some  bullshit  non-fiction.  As  a  gay  journalist 
I  had  ben  dealing  with  queer  cultural  phenomena 
which  dealt  with  matters  of  the  soul.  So  I  started  to  col¬ 
lect  all  of  the  voices  of  gay  poets,  and  visionaries  who 
have  inspired  my  experience  as  a  gay  man. 

I  wanted  a  book  for  the  gay  community,  something 
that  would  tell  us  about  who  we  are  and  where  we 
came  from.  And  even  though  the  book  is  an  anthology, 

I  also  wanted  to  edit  it,  to  arrange  it,  to  tell  a  story. 

MB:  What  is  the  story ? 

MT:  Very  simply,  Gay  Spirit  is  saying  that  being  gay  is 
different  than  being  non-gay  in  ways  that  are  far  more  sub¬ 
tle  and  vast  than  the  politics  of  Gay  Liberation,  up  to  this 
time,  would  allow.  Up  to  now  the  whole  gay  movement 
has  been  posited  on  the  "myth  of  the  homosexual." 
This  is  a  myth  system  which  has  been  constructed  by 
people  who  are  not  gay.  It  came  out  of  the  nineteenth 


century's  medical  and  psychological  theories  which 
were  meant  to  contain  and  control  the  psychic  and 
creative  energies  of  all  the  people  whom  we  now  call 
"gay."  It  is  a  myth  not  unique  to  us;  we  have  never  real¬ 
ly  had  the  opportunity  to  define,  to  invent,  ourselves  on 
our  own  terms. 

MB:  But  gay  people  have  invented,  pulled  together,  a 
worldwide  Gay  Liberation  movement. 

MT:  There  were  brief  flurries  of  this  self-invention 
in  the  1950s  and  the  1970s  when  radical  —  meaning: 
from  the  root  —  impulses  were  being  acted  on.  But 
those  impusles  were  quickly  co-opted  by  homosexual 
people  who  basically  just  wanted  to  take  the  word  "gay" 
and  use  it  as  a  preface  to  gay  churches,  gay  social  and 
political  groups,  gay  gyms.  All  this  left  us  with  was  a  pale 
reflection  of  everything  —  the  institutions,  the  values, 
the  mores  —  which  had  been  instituted  by  heterosex¬ 
ual,  white,  patriarchal,  sexist,  racist  standards.  This  co¬ 
optation  of  gay  spirit  was  not  totally  a  bad  thing;  gay 
people  have  needed  some  of  these  things  for  their  sur¬ 
vival.  But  the  question  we  have  to  ask  ourselves  now  is 
at  what  price  to  our  inner  selves  have  we  created  this 
gay  world. 

The  questions  I  wanted  to  raise  in  Gay  Spirit  are: 
What  does  it  mean  to  be  gay?  What  is  being  gay  all 
about?  Who  are  we  gay  people?  Why  are  we  here? 
Where  have  we  been? 


ary  scale,  we  are  being  called  forth  to  bring  our  gifts  to  a  Ipi 
world  which  is  desperately  in  need  of  our  vision. 

I  think  that  death  —  and,  in  particular,  the  myth  of  jl 
the  descent  to  the  underworld  —  plays  a  very  important 
part  in  this.  No  only  our  friends  and  loved  ones  dy- 
ing,  but  we  live  in  a  time  when  many  indigenous  life-  y 
forms  and  people  around  the  world  are  dying.  The  plan¬ 
et  itself  may  be  dying.  And  while  this  is  frightening  and 
terrifying  it  is  also  an  opportunity  to  change,  to  call  up  " 
those  special  parts  of  ourselves  which  make  us  gay.  We  f' 
are  being  initiated  into  a  new  way  of  being  whether  we  |c 
like  it  or  not.  And  this  initiation  is  basically  a  shamantic  IC 
one,  which  usually  comes  through  intense  experience  '' 
of  death,  ecstasy  and  dreams. 

MB:  How  are  gay  man  going  to  reach  that  place ? 

MT:  There  are  many  ways  to  actualize  the  business  e 
of  our  souls.  Look  at  what  most  mainstream  gay  society  d 
considers  to  be  marginal  experiences  —  ritualized  leath-  st 
er  sexuality,  cross-dressing,  fairy  gatherings,  even  |( 
dreams  —  and  you  will  find  a  germ  of  hidden  truth  p 
about  the  gay  spirit.  For  instance,  rather  than  consider-  t( 
ing  what  leathermen  do  as  a  mere  playing  out  of  re-  p 
pressed  power  games  or  sick  desire,  my  a 
experience  has  many  times  been  that  it  is  an  intense  ex-  i 
perience  of  one  man  leading  another  to  a  deep,  , 
previously  hidden  place  —  an  underworld,  if  you  like  —  , 

where'  he  can  come  to  new  revelations  about  his  sex-  r 
uality  and  spirituality  and  their  intertwining.  Or  take 
cross-dressers.  Men  who  have  cross-dressed  have  ; 
always  been  the  revolutionaries  of  the  gay  movement,  j  { 
In  San  Francisco  they  have  been  instrumental  in  > 
building  the  basic  political  and  cultural  foundations  of  f 
gay  life.  Challenging  the  community  with  their  daring 
images  and  visions,  they  have  played  the  role  of  the  ber-  <■ 
dache  —  the  cultural  mediators  which  is  a  traditional  ■ 
"gay"  role  in  many  cultures.  The  fairy  movement  is  an  < 
underground,  nationwide  movement  of  gay  men  who 
have  gathered  in  isolated  rural  areas  to  heal  themselves 
and  to  let  what  is  inside  them  bubble  up  and  come  out. 

To  let  what  is  truly  gay,  truly  queer,  be  experienced 
clearly  and  purely  —  that  is  spiritual. 

This  is  something  that  a  lot  of  gay  people  just  have 
not  addressed.  Part  of  this  is  because  what  is  spiritual  in 
this  culture  has  always  been  co-opted  by  what  is  "re¬ 
ligious,"  and  those  are  two  different  things.  Gay  people 
who  are  striving  to  integrate  themselves  within  an 
established  religious  structure  are  following  deep,  true 
instincts  —  but  it  is  a  futile  task.  I  can't  imagine  anything 
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MB:  Do  you  feel  that  Gay  Spirit  does  all  of  that ? 

MT:  One  of  the  things  the  book  does  is  create  a  new 
paradigm.  The  old,  accepted  paradigm  stated  that  "gay 
people  are  just  like  everyone  else  —  except  for  what 
they  do  in  bed."  But  I  think  that  the  opposite  is  true. 
Sexuality,  as  in  gender,  is  a  constructed  thing.  Trying  to 
define  gay  people  through  their  sexuality  is  what  the 
straight  world  has  always  done.  We  have  had  enough  of 
it.  What  Gay  Spirit  is  trying  to  say  —  in  its  many  voices 
and  experiences  —  is  that  we  as  gay  people  should  look 
at  ourselves  through  the  cultural  roles  we  perform  and 
enact;  the  roles  which  we  seem  to  do  best. 

MB:  Such  as? 

MT:  I  think  that  gay  people  excel  in  the  roles  of  in¬ 
terpretation,  enabling,  healing.  All  of  this  comes  out  of 
our  perspective  which  is  a  very  prophetic  one.  It  is  very 
subtle  thing  —  which  is  one  of  the  reasons  it  escapes  us 
so  often.  But  it  is  inescapably  there.  This  type  of  vision  is 
a  very  vital,  very  necessary  function  within  human  cul¬ 
ture.  In  the  past  20  years  there  has  been  a  lot  of  work 
done  by  lesbians  and  feminists  around  spirituality.  And 
although  Gay  Spirit  is  concerned  with  the  gay  male  ex¬ 
perience,  I  think  that  there  is  a  lot  to  be  learned  from 
this  history  of  women's  spirituality.  If  gay  men  can  more 
consciously  affirm  the  work  they  are  so  obviously  being 
called  to  do,  then  in  the  1990s  I  think  that  gay  men  and 
lesbians  will  have  a  much  more  common  ground.  Coali¬ 
tion  building  is  where  it's  at,  not  only  within  our  own 
community,  but  with  other  disenfranchised  peoples 
too.  Many  gay  men  have  bought  the  myth  of  success, 
and  it  is  a  very  limiting  one,  difficult  to  break  out  of  and 
leading  nowhere,  often  at  great  spiritual  cost. 

MB:  Where  do  you  see  gay  men  as  being  now? 

MT :  I  think  that  gay  men  are  on  the  verge  of  a  new 
breakthrough.  We  need  to  be  always  rejuvenating  our 
language  of  self;  in  the  1950s  we  had  "homosexual" 
and  "homophile,"  and  in  the  1960s  the  word  "gay." 
But  we  need  a  new  word  now,  or  even  a  new  notion,  to 
describe  our  collective  experience.  In  order  for  this  to 
happen  I  think  that  we  have  to  begin  addressing  basic 
questions  of  who  we  are,  deep  within  ourselves.  AIDS  is 
forcing  this  issue  for  many  of  us.  But  on  a  larger,  planet- 
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There  is  a  profound  awakening  taking  place  in  the 
hearts  and  souls  of  gay  men.  As  we  come  together  to 
try  to  understand,  and  respond  to,  the  devastation  and 
dramatic  reordering  of  our  lives  through  the  current 
health  crisis,  it's  as  though  we've  been  forced  to 
mature.  We  are  growing  from  the  stage  of  adolescence, 
where  we  focused  solely  on  our  identity  as  awkward 
sexual  beings,  to  a  newer,  wiser,  more  fully  whole 
realization  of  ourselves  as  more  than  flesh.  We  are  be¬ 
ings  of  spirit. 

The  appearance  of  Gay  Spirit:  Myth  and  Meaning,  a 
compilation  of  pieces  edited,  and  in  some  cases  writ¬ 
ten,  by  Advocate  associate  editor  Mark  Thompson, 
comes  with  a  timeliness  many  will  appreciate.  Had  it 
been  published  ten  or  even  five  years  earlier,  there 
would've  been  many  more  deaf  ears  to  its  call. 

As  is  pointed  out  in  piece  after  piece,  we  gay  men 
have  been  prey  to  much  of  what  society  thinks  of  us. 
The  message  epitomized  by  Anita  Bryant's  now-dim 
crusade,  "You  are  loved,  but  what  you  do  is  bad.  You 
are  okay,  just  don't  make  yourself  known  to  me,"  has 
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we  have  constructed  for  ourselves  over  the  past  two 
decades,  however  important  that  has  been. 

We  are  at  a  point  in  our  collective  unfolding  where 
we  have  to  re-imagine,  re-invent,  re-connect,  at  the 
deepest  most  imaginable  level.  We  must  continue  to  in¬ 
vent  ourselves.  Only  then  will  we  be  able  to  go  on  with 
any  degree  of  honesty  and  purpose. 

MB:  Do  we  invent  from  nothing? 

MT:  No.  First  we  look  inside  ourselves,  and  then  to 
others.  And  it  is  important  to  look  at  our  history.  That  is 
why  I  wanted  Cay  Spirit  to  be  an  anthology.  We  have  so 
many  voices  who  have  been  lost,  or  relatively  unheard: 
Harry  Hay,  Arthur  Evans,  Walt  Whitman,  Edward  Car¬ 
penter,  Gerald  Heard,  Don  Kilhefner,  James 
Broughton,  Mitch  Walker,  to  mention  a  few.  We  have 
to  discover  and  rediscover  all  of  the  gay  men  who  have 
spoken  about  their  inner  lives.  And  then  see  what  it 


means  to  us.  We  also  have  to  look  at  other  cultures  - 
the  Creeks,  the  Native  Americans,  the  aboriginals.  But 
we  have  to  be  careful  to  understand  that  their  lives  are 
not  our  lives,  that  their  identities  have  been  constructed 
within  different  contexts.  Those  people  may  display 
some  behavior  and  feeling  which  is  relevant  to  how  we 
may  feel  about  ourselves  now  and  we  can  learn  from 
this.  But  we  can't  say  that  it  is  the  same,  only  use  their 
examples  as  guides  to  begin  to  construct  our  own  pow¬ 
erful  and  authentic  identity. 

The  very  basic  question  is  how  the  "gay”  perspec¬ 
tive  is  unique.  We  have  to  find  that  innateness,  that 
spiritual  core,  and  affirm  our  special  visions  and  ways  of 
looking  at  the  world.  It  comes  from  the  world  within. 
For  our  own  sakes,  and  perhaps  for  the  sake  of  the 
world,  we  have  to  discover  and  claim  that  vision  and 
identity  as  something  authentic,  powerful  and  very, 
very  important. 


more  pathetic  than  gay  people  knocking  on  the  door  of 
the  Catholic  Church,  asking  to  be  let  in.  Yet  paradoxic¬ 
ally  —  if  you  look  a  the  history  of  gay  people  and  religion 
—  the  Christian  churches  have  always  been  informed  by 
gay  spiritual  eneigy. 

MB:  Then  why  isn't  Christianity  more  gay  now? 

MT:  The  trouble  was  that  gay  people's  instincts 
were  correct,  but  the  forms  in  which  they  were  trying  to 
express  those  instincts  weren't.  This  always  comes  back 
to  the  fact  that  gay  people  have  to  create  our  own 
forms.  We  have  to  find  out  what  spirituality  means  to  us. 
We  have  to  go  down  into  the  well  of  our  own  psyches, 
and  find  out  what  is  there.  Gay  people  are,  by  our  very 
nature,  a  very  spiritual  people:  we  cannot  live  unex¬ 
amined  lives,  if  we  are  to  remain  true  to  our  life  experi¬ 
ence.  It  is  issues  of  the  spirit  and  soul  which  are  going  to 
define  the  next  wave  of  gay  liberation  which  is  con¬ 
stellating  within  ourselves  at  this  very  moment.  Many 
lesbians  and  many  feminists  have  already  done  im¬ 
portant  work  around  this  issue;  now  it  is  gay  men's  task 
to  find  new  meanings  to  our  lives.  It  will  be  a  scary  and 
painful  journey,  because  it  means  embracing  the  dark 
and  the  unresolved,  and  speaking  the  unspoken,  but 
the  journey  is  a  vitally  necessary  one  at  this  time. 

MB:  In  Gay  Spirit  you  have  written  about  gay  men  and 
their  dreams  and  include  a  chapter  in  which  gay  men  in  a 
dream  group  discuss  their  insights  and  feelings. 

MT:  I  think  it  is  very  imporant  for  gay  people,  and 
again  I  am  talking  primarily  to  gay  men  in  the  book,  to 
begin  looking  inside  ourselves.  And  looking  at  dreams  is 
one  way  of  doing  that.  In  the  dream  group,  we  refer  to 
"coming  out  inside"  when  speaking  out  of  the  experience 
of  finding  and  connecting  with  our  dreams.  Dreams  are 
very  important,  both  literally  and  metaphorically.  They 
are  the  vocabulary  of  our  inner  world;  they  manifest  the 
shadow  side  and  the  underworld  realm  of  our  gay  souls. 
It  is  wonderful  in  the  group  to  see  men  begin  to  relate  to 
dreams  in  a  new  way.  Often  for  the  first  time,  they  are 
beginning  to  see  and  understand  something  which 
comes  out  of  an  authentic,  uncensored  experience  —  to 
something  which  is  not  fabricated.  History  is  fabricated. 
Culture  is  fabricated.  But  dreams  and  myths  come  from 
a  deeper  place.  What  is  fascinating  about  dreams  —  and 
we  have  to  remember  that  myths,  true  myths,  always 
come  from  dreams  —  is  that  they  do  not  lie.  They  can 
reveal  only  the  truth.  One  gay  man's  dream  has  more 
validity  to  it  than  any  of  the  institutionalized  gay  culture 


been  accepted  by  "mainstream"  gay  culture.  As  a 
result  many  have  been  satisfied  with  ghettoization  and 
commercialization.  We  may  have  needed  this  isolation 
in  preparation  for  our  next  stage  of  social  evolution: 
our  moving  out  into  the  rest  of  the  dominant 
"dominate"  culture  as  people  of  compassion  and 
heart.  Edward  Carpenter,  a  prominant  English  turn-of- 
the-century  gay  progressive,  argues  this  point: 

It  is  possible  that  the  Uranian  [gay]  spirit  may  lead  us 
to  something  like  a  general  enthusiasm  of  humanity, 
and  that  the  Uranian  people  may  be  destined  to 
form  the  advance  guard  of  that  great  movement 
which  will  one  day  transform  the  common  life  by 
substituting  the  bond  of  personal  affection  and  com¬ 
passion  for  the  monetary,  legal  and  other  external 
ties  which  now  control  and  confine  society. 

At  the  same  time  that  we  are  offering  the  dominant 
culture  our  visions,  many  of  that  culture's  participants 
are  running  away  from  it.  They  are  aware  that 
technology  for  technology's  sake,  accumulation  for  ac¬ 
cumulation's  sake,  and  progress  for  progress'  sake  are 
destroying  this  planet.  Civilization  is  on  the  edge  of  a 
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major  shift  from  a  world  view  based  on,  in  the  words  of 
Harry  Hay  (a  prominant  figure  both  in  the  book  and  in 
the  evolution  of  gay  realities),  "Subject-to-object  — 
that  is  in  terms  of  opportunism,  competitiveness  and 
self-advantage;  to  one  based  on  Subject-to-subject,  in 
terms  of  equal  sharing,  loving,  healing."  This  paradigm 
shift  —  glimpsed  in  such  events  as  LIVE-AID,  FARM-AID, 
Hands  Across  America,  the  World  Peace  Vigil  and  the 
upcoming  August  16-17  Harmonic  Convergence  —  is 
what  the  unfolding  of  gay  spirit  is  all  about.  We  delve 
into  this  way  of  seeing  the  world  that  gay  people 
possess,  and  its  importance  today,  in  "Harry  Hay:  A 
Voice  from  the  Past,  A  Vision  for  the  Future"  by 
Thompson,  and  in  "A  Separate  People  Whose  Time 
Has  Come"  by  Hay  himself. 

Cay  Spirit's  repeated  theme  —  that  we  are  different 
from  heterosexuals  in  a  fundamental  (not  necessarily 
superior)  way  —  calls  us  to  no  longer  accept  the  domi¬ 
nant  culture's  perception  of  us  as  errant  appendages  of 
the  body  politic.  This  call  states  that  we  have  a  multi¬ 
level  history,  vibrant  traditions  alive  today,  and  that  we 
have  a  specific  purpose:  to  each  discover  our  gifts  and 
to  share  them  unabashedly.  This  book  calls  gay  people 
back  to  the  Circle  of  Life  as  full  participants  in  the 
dance  of  survival  and  joy. 

I  have  known  of  Mark  Thompson  and  his  writings 
for  several  years  and  have  always  appreciated  his 
original  insights  and  his  being  one  of  the  few  (if  not  the 
only)  gay  men  writing  about  this  unfolding  spirituality 
in  the  larger  mainstream  gay  papers.  He  has  gone 
where  few  men  dared  to  go  and  come  back  to  blab 
about  it  to  a  curious  but  often  distracted  audience. 

As  a  neo-pagan,  radical-faerie  and  bio-sexual  (I 
love  the  earth  and  everyone  on  it),  a  lot  of  this  material 
struck  chords  of  resonance  in  me.  I  have  never  been 
satisfied  with  any  of  the  terms  defining  sexuality  — 
hetero-,  homo-,  bi-,  etc.,  and  even  gay  has  now  passed 
into  common  use  in  a  way  that  feels  limiting  to  me.  The 
essence  of  spirit  is  rarely,  and  then  only  temporarily, 
contained  in  the  written  or  spoken  word.  Spirit  is  m.uch 
more  an  aspect  of  our  dreams  —  both  nocturnal  and 
life-time  —  our  memories  and  myths.  The  pieces  by 
Tobias  Schneebaum,  "We,  the  Fairy  Headhunters," 
and  William  Moritz,  "Seven  Glimpses  of  Walt  Whit¬ 
man,"  both  succeed  in  evoking  this  quality  of  life-as- 
dream  and  dream-as-life.  These  pieces  provided  me 
with  a  dazzling  new  framework  from  which  to  view  my 
own  life  situation  as  a  1987  U.S.  gay  man. 

One  of.  the  things  being  said  in  this  book  is  a 
paradox  for  feeling  and  developing  one's  gay  spirit:  at 
the  same  time  that  one  claims  gay  spirit  as  different 
from  hetero-spirit,  in  essence,  this  state  is  greater  than 
both,  and  thus  beyond  the  limitations  of  either  label. 


Allowing  a  freer  movement  of  the  male/female  polarity, 
gay  spirit  is  beyond  the  world  of  polarity.  Putting  this  in¬ 
to  words  is  one  of  the  challenges  this  book  faces,  and  it 
does  a  pretty  good  job  of  succeeding. 

A  criticism  I've  heard,  and  agree  with,  about  this 
book  is  that  it  is  very  West  Coast,  U.S. -oriented. 
Thompson  acknowledges  this  and  offers  it  in  opposi¬ 
tion  to  "the  picture  usually  presented  in  gay  studies, 
one  that  is  often  highly  political  and  reflects  an  East 
Coast  bias."  While  concepts  of  "radical  faeries"  were 
being  developed  on  the  West  Coast,  a  community  of 
Southeastern  men  was  meeting  regularly.  They  didn't 
use  the  word  faerie,  but  everything  in  their  practice  was 
faerie  consciousness.  Poets  and  writers  such  as  Franklin 
Abbott  of  Atlanta,  Jim  Long  of  the  Missouri  Ozarks, 
Michael  Mason  of  Washington,  D.C.,  Clovr  Chango  of 
New  York  City  and  the  former  LaSIS  (Louisianna  Sissies 
in  Struggle),  all  reflected  in  the  gay  men's  magazine 
RFD,  attest  to  the  vibrancy  of  gay  spirit  in  places  other 
than  the  West  Coast.  I  wish  the  writings  of  men  like 
these  could've  also  been  included.  Thompson  at¬ 
tributes  the  flowering  of  gay  spirit  on  the  West  Coast  to 
U.S.  myths  of  western  freedom.  But,  just  as  gay  culture 
has  developed  in  every  major,  most  smaller,  and  many 
rural  areas  of  the  U.S.,  so  too  has  gay  spirit  awakened 
in  many  communities  across  the  land. 

Not  including  previous  publication  information 
with  each  piece  was  disappointing  because  I  didn't  find 
it  on  the  copyright  page  until  I'd  finished  the  book. 
Also,  I  wish  Thompson  would've  included  addresses 
for  the  various  communities,  networks  and  circles  now 
functioning.  One  can  get  a  good  bit  of  this  information 
by  subscribing  to  RFD,  the  address  for  which  is  given  in 
the  piece  "This  Cay  Tribe:  A  Brief  History  of  Fairies"  by 
Thompson,  but  having  had  the  addresses  included  in 
the  book  would've  helped  much  more.  Maybe  these 
can  be  included  in  a  future  edition. 

Lest  any  reader  get  the  idea  that  Cay  Spirit  is  about 
radical  faeries  and  nothing  else,  let  me  mention  just  a 
few  of  the  other  pieces  given  voice  in  this  book:  "Sex 
and  the  Politics  of  Identity:  An  Interview  with  Michel 
Foucault”  by  Bob  Gallagher  and  Alexander  Wilson, 
"Living  the  Tradition:  Gay  American  Indians"  by  Will 
Roscoe,  'Telling  a  Lie  for  Christ?"  by  Malcolm  Boyd, 
and  "Urban  Aboriginals  and  the  Celebration  of  Leather 
Magic"  by  Geoff  Mains.  One  is  easily  impressed  by  this 
panorama.  Cay  Spirit  would  make  an  excellent  guide 
for  a  study  group  of  like-minded  men,  for  a  single 
discussion  or  taking  it  one  chapter  at  a  time.  The  seeds 
of  a  distinct  and  kaliedoscopic  gay  spirit  were  planted 
in  each  of  our  hearts.  This  anthology  is  like  the  rains  of 
spring  hastening  our  unique  growth,  flowering  and  frui¬ 
tion. 
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When  Parents  Are  Ill 

The  burden  falls  on  you,  and  you’re  not  ready. 

Not  ready  to  provide  more  care.  Not  ready  for  more 
responsibilities.  Not  ready  to  imagine  their  death. 

Help  is  available. 

South  End  Counseling 

596  Tremont  Street,  Boston 
437-9643 


JEAN  A.  McCRAY 

Attorney-at-Law 

40Trapelo  Road  529  Newbury  St. 

Belmont,  M A  02178  Boston,  MA  022 1 5 

484-8383_ 266-8353 


617-776-5866  '  Somerville,  Mass. 

Lynne  S.  Brandon,  Ph.D. 

FINANCIAL 

MANAGEMENT 

Long-range  Planning,  State  Contracting, 
Budgeting,  Staff  Training  &  Supervision, 
Conversion  to  Computerized  Systems 

•  Non-Profit  •  Small  •  Sole 

Agencies  Businesses  Proprietors 


Gay  and  Lesbian  Counseling  Service 
6  Hamilton  Place,  Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  542-5188 


TWO  GROUPS  FOR  WOMEN  ARE  NOW 
FORMING  AT  GLCS 
INTIMACY  AND  SELF-ESTEEM 
A  structured  12-week  therapy  group 
for  lesbians  to  explore  and  focus 
on  issues  of  intimacy  and  self-esteem 

LESBIAN  ACOA  GROUP 

A  structured,  time-limited  therapy  group  for 
lesbians  who  are  adult  children  of  alcoholics 


FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION  ONV'HESE  GROUPS, 
PLEASE  CONTACT: 


Susan  Greenwood,  LICSW,  Intake  Coordinator 
at  542-5188 


WEEKDAYS  9  A.M.  -  9  P.M. 
CONFIDENTIAL  SERVICES 
CONVENIENT  DOWNTOWN 
LOCATION 


Serving  the  community  since  1971 


SLIDING  FEE  SCALE 
INSURANCE  ACCEPTED* 

NO  ONE  DENIED  SERVICES 
FOR  INABILITY  TO  PAY 

*ln  the  interest  of  our  clients' 
confidentiality,  all  insurance 
claims  are  filed  under  our  cor¬ 
porate  name  —  CSI. 


LookiMq  for*  someone  speciaL? 

...SOMEONE  who  CARES  AS  Much 
AboUT  ThE  pEOplE  TllEy  MEET  AS 

you  do? 

CaII  ThE  iNTItoduCTiON  SERVICE 
wiTh  rhE  Largest  o,Ay  cUenteIe 
in  New  ENqtANd: 


•  Professional 


Discrete 


•  Confidential 


•  Gay  Staffed 


*  Established  1982 


We  have  clients  in  all 
New  England  waiting 
to  meet  YOU! 

CaII  TOdAy  fOR  yOUR  CONfideNTiAl 
AppoitVTMENT 

Nashua,  NH  Portsmouth,  NH 

(603)  880-7625  (603)  433-4374 


VIDA  K. 

BERKOWITZ 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

in  Practice  Smce  1975 

Familv  Law 

General  Practice 

’Custody  Issues 

’Employment  Rights 

’Relationship 

’Personal  Injury 

Agreements 

’Landlord/Tenant 

’Estate  Planning 

* 

52  Western  Ave.,  Camb.,  MA  02139  (617)876-7099 

GffifELLOW  PAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973 
Accommodations.  AA  groups,  bars,  baths,  book¬ 
stores,  businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors, 
hotels,  lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications, 
organizations,  religious  groups,  services,  social 
groups,  switchboards,  therapists,  travel  agents, 
etc. ,  etc. ,  etc.  (area  codes  &  zip  codes  too! ) 

USA  &  CANADA  $10. 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  $4.50;  includes 
Manhattan  bar  notes  &  women's  section. 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  $4.50;  Alabama,  Arkansas, 
N.  &  S.  Carolina,  Florida,  Georgia,  Kansas,  Ken¬ 
tucky.  Louisiana,  Mississippi.  Missouri,  New 
Mexico,  Oklahoma,  Puerto  Rico,  Tennessee, 
Texas,  Virginia 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $4.50;  Connecticut, 
Delaware,  District  of  Columbia,  Maine,  Maryland, 
Massachusetts,  New  Hampshire,  Ohio,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  Rhode  Island,  Vermont,  W.  Virginia. 

Renaissance  House,  Box  292GCN  Village  Station, 
NY,  NY  10014  212-674-0120.  All  books  discreetly 
by  first  class  mail ;  your  name  kept  strictly  confiden¬ 
tial.  To  list  a  business  or  organization,  or  for  further 
information,  send  stamped  self-addressed 
business-size  envelope  Please  contact  us  for 
prices  outside  the  USA.  In  Canada,  order  from  Glad 
Day  Books,  598A  Yonge  St.,  Toronto.  Ontario  M4Y 
1Z3  416-961-4161  (check  for  prices). 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


Your  ad  here  would  reach 

55,000  readers 

each  week! 

Call  617-426-4469 
for  details. 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain, 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain,  Bursitis,  Acute  and 
Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions  resulting 
from  occupational  stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts.  Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


538  70V 

Brunch 

*  *  * 

—Boston  Herald 


Newbury 
Veterinary  Clinic 
Bruce  R.  Weiner,  V.M.D. 


272  Huntington  Av., 
Boston  ,MA  02115 

Located  Near  Symphony  Station 

Office  Hours  by  Appointment 

Call  266-9269 


Hlone? 


Rre  you  alone  by  choice  or 
lack  of  choices?  ComQuest 
has  prouided  thousands  of  gay 
men  ujith  a  safe,  effective 
uuay  of  meeting  compatible 
friends  and  partners. 

—  No  fees  exceed  *30  — 

For  a  free  information  packet 
call  .  .  . 

EaaaSlGaaaiJ 

800-633-6969 


TEN  PERCENT 


TOM  WILSON  WEINBERG 


GIFFORD  HOUSE  CABARET 

PROVINCET  OWN 

nightly  at  5:o«  PM  (except  Tuesdays) 

Through 
September  7 

Reservations: 

(617)  487-0688 

Have  you  heard? 
Everyone’s 
q  talking  about 
l  Ten  Percent 
I  Revue! 
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LET  US  HELP  \/j  TYPESETTING 

YOU  PREPARE  TELECOMMUNICATIONS 

RESUMES,  NEWSLETTERS, 


BROCHURES,  BOOKS,  TABLOIDS,  CAMPAIGN  LITERATURE, 
CONFERENCE  LITERATURE,  FORMS,  FLYERS,  MENUS,  RATE  CARDS, 
ANNUAL  REPORTS,  LETTERHEADS,  ENVELOPES,  BUSINESS  CARDS, 
ANNOUNCEMENTS,  ETC. 


Red  Sun  Press,  a  worker- 


controlled  collective  and  a  union 
shop,  can  meet  your  complete 
printing  needs,  from  layout  to  bindery. 

Call  us  for  an  estimate 
at  524-6822 
Monday  through  Friday, 
9  am  to  5:30  pm. 

94  GREEN  STREET  JAMAICA  PLAIN,  MA  02130 


^cation  ^,\atio/7 


blueberry'  Cove 

Iter  native  vacation  camp 


"the  ' M/<iNE 


•camping 

•cabins 

•boats 

•meals 


WORKSHOPS 


For  Brochure,  write : 

Blueberry  Cove 
HCH35  Box  520  Tenants  Harbor 
Maine  04860 


®r 


Open  Year  Round 
Cable  TV  &  Coffee 
Hot  Tub  &  Sun  Deck 
In  the  Center  of  Town 


Gabriel  Brooke  Innkeeper 


1617)  487-3232 
104  Bradford  Street 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 
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a  new  free 
service  to 
Provincetown 

let  us  take  care  of  all 
your  reservation  needs 

Provincetown 

Reservation 

System 


Vt 


angtry 

Bed  &  Breakfast 


I 


Experience  &  Explore  San  Francisco 
from  The  Langtry  ...  a  completely  restored 
San  Francisco  Victorian  mansion  built  in  1896 
and  named  after  Lillie  Langtry  —  the  most  colorful 
woman  of  the  Victorian  era!  Each  carefully  appointed 
room  is  dedicated  to  a  famous  woman  from  history, 
and,  although  designed  with  the  woman  traveler  in  mind, 
The  Langtry  also  welcomes  male  guests.  Complete 
with  panoramic  views  of  the  City,  hot  tub,  sun  deck 
and  limousine  service,  The  Langtry  also  offers 
conference  room  and  secretarial  service. 


637  Steiner  St. 
San  Francisco, 
CA  94117 
415/863-0538 


call  collect 
toll-free 


617  487-2400 
800  543-4318 


Carnival  ’87 

August  19-26 

Make  your  reservations  now  ! 


T^) 


VICTORIA  HOUSE 

5  Standish  Street 

Provincetown,  Massachusetts  02657 
OPEN  YEAR  ROUND 

Comfortable,  Attractive  Rooms  with  Private  Baths, 
Cable  Televisions,  Refrigerators,  and  Parking 

Near  Restaurants,  Clubs,  and  Public  Transportation 
to  New  York  and  Boston. 

Hosts:  Martin  Bettencourt  &  Dennis  Balog 
Telephone:  (617)  487-1319 


" 


Greevilfope 

Farm 


We  are  your  lifestyle...  Come  travel  with  us! 


Management,  Inc. 


Not  the  biggest, 
just  the  best. 


Some  of  our 

LOW— LOW— LOW  AIRFARES: 
San  Francisco  $278  r.t. 

Los  Angeles  $218  r.t. 


25  Huntington  Ave.  •  Suite  505 
Copley  Square  (right  above  Chaps) 
•  424-1908 


RFD  Box  2260.  East  Hardwick,  VT  05836 
(802)  533-7772 

For  i hat  special  counirv  vacation, 
we  have  it  all! 

Horseback  riding  on  our 
own  gentle  horses. 

Hiking,  canoeing,  windsurfing  and  swimming  nearbv 
Mid  week  and  week-long  discounts. 


WOMEN -ONLY  SPACE 
OPEN  YEAR  ROUND 


r 


Feminist  Gifts  t  Hsrxfcrsfts  By  and  For  Woman 


Jewelry  Records  much 

Books  Clothing  “  more 


W0MENCRAFTS 


373  Commercial  St.  Box  190  Provincetown.  Ma  02657  1617)  487-2501 


HIV  Testing 

Continued  from  page  1 

missioner  Peter  Hiam,  have  ex¬ 
pressed  concern  that  despite  this 
action,  MIB  members  will  still 
have  access  to  a  person’s  HIV 
status.  Hiam  has  resigned  because 
of  the  new  policy  (see  story,  p.  6). 

Activists  also  expressed  concern 
that  the  many  insurance  com¬ 
panies  that  provide  both  health 
and  life  insurance  will  use  infor¬ 
mation  gathered  about  a  life  in¬ 
surance  applicant  if  that  same  per¬ 
son  applied  for  health  insurance. 
“Telling  the  company  division  on 
life  insurance  they’re  not  going  to 
be  able  to  talk  to  the  division  on 
health  insurance  —  that’s 
absurd,”  commented  Arline 
Isaacson,  co-chair  of  the 
Massachusetts  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Politica  Alliance. 

In  an  interview  in  the  Boston 
Globe,  William  F.  Carroll  of  the 
Life  Insurance  Association  of 
Massachusetts  (LIAM) 

acknowledged,  “It  would  be  dif¬ 
ficult  to  expect  a  company  to 
underwrite  [an  applicant]  on  the 
health  side  if  they  knew  from  the 
life  side  that  he  was  [HIV] 
positive.” 

Provision  for  Counseling 

Insurers  who  request  an  appli¬ 
cant  to  take  an  HIV  test  must  of¬ 
fer  to  pay  for  one  pre-test  counsel¬ 
ing  session  as  well  as  one  post-test 
counseling  session  for  any  appli¬ 
cant  who  tests  HIV  positive.  This 
differs  from  procedure  in  current 
state-funded  anonymous  HIV 
testing  sites  where  a  pre-test 
counseling  session  is  required.  In 
addition,  these  programs  offer  a 
second  post-test  counseling  ses¬ 
sion  if  it  is  requested. 

Kessler  said  he  wants  to  ensure 
counseling  for  people  who  test 
HIV  negative.  Without  proper 
counseling  these  people  may  er¬ 
roneously  assume  they  have  not 
been  exposed  to  HIV  when  in  fact 
their  body  may  still  be  in  the  pro¬ 
cess  of  developing  HIV  an¬ 
tibodies.  Such  people  may  aban¬ 
don  practices  of  safe  sex  and  in¬ 
fect  lovers,  noted  Kessler. 

Penalties  for  Violating  the  Policy 

Insurance  companies  or  in¬ 
dividuals  who  are  suspected  of 
violating  the  policy  could  be  sub¬ 
jected  to:  “a  suit  by  the  Attorney 
General  for  injunctions,  damages 
and  costs”;  private  suits  by  in¬ 
dividuals  to  recover  up  to  three 
times  their  damages  and 
attorney’s  fees;  civil  penalties  of 
up  to  $5,000;  and  license  revoca¬ 
tion. 

The  burden  of  proof  of  such  a 
violation  is  placed  on  the  con¬ 
sumer  who  brings  charges  against 
an  insurance  company. 

Reaction  from  the  Insurance 
Industry 

“The  Dukakis  administration’s 
recognition  of  the  right  and  need 
of  insurance  [companies]  to  test 
for  the  AIDS  virus  at  least  with 
respect  to  life  insurance  and 
disability  income  insurance  is  a 
positive  step  in  support  of  sound 
underwriting,”  stated  LIAM 
representative  Carrol. 

In  a  prepared  statement,  Carrol 
also  noted,  “But  some  of  the  ad¬ 
ministration’s  policy  provisions 
. . .  would  actually  have  the  effect 
of  nullifying  that  right  to  test  . . . 
the  virtual  guarantee  of  up  to 
$100,000  of  coverage  to  an  appli¬ 
cant  who  refuses  to  take  an  AIDS 
test  is  an  unprecedented  condition 
that  establishes  a  gaping  loophole 
in  the  administration’s  policy.  An 
individual  could  make  multiple 
purchases  under  that  amount  and 
far  exceed  $100,000  in  total 
coverage.” 

The  Dukakis  administration  is 
planning  a  hearing  on  July  30 
regarding  the  new  regulations. 
Carrol  said  the  insurance  industry 
will  appear  at  those  hearings  to 
present  their  arguments. 
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Hiam  Quits  over  Test  Policy 


Continued  from  page  7 
presidential  campaign.  Hiam  said 
that  at  one  meeting  an  insurance 
industry  representative  referred  to 
a  large  insurance  company  in  Iowa 
and  said,  “Remember  who  the 
biggest  employer  is  in  Des  Moines 
[Iowa].”  This  statement  was  ob¬ 
viously  not  said  “by  way  of 
general  interest  in  employment  op¬ 
portunities  in  Iowa,”  commented 
Hiam. 

However,  it  is  not  likely 
Dukakis  bowed  to  such  pressure, 
said  Hiam.  The  problem  with  the 
Governor’s  stance  regarding  AIDS 
is  his  “lack  of  recognition  and 
understanding  of  the  unique 
nature  of  AIDS  and  of  the  [HIV] 


test....  AIDS  has  not  been 
something  he  has  focused  on.” 
Hiam  said  he  found  it  telling  that 
at  the  state  of  the  state  address, 
Dukakis  talked  about  the  prob¬ 
lems  of  young  people  and  drugs 
and  never  mentioned  AIDS,  “the 
worst  disease  of  the  century.” 

In  his  letter  to  Dukakis,  Hiam 
reiterated  that  the  insurance  indus¬ 
try  has  proven  no  financial  need  to 
conduct  HIV  testing.  “To  put 
AIDS  claims  in  perspective,  the 
survey  data  for  the  last  three  years 
show  a  total  payout  for 
Massachusetts  residents  which 
amounts  to  less  than  the  combined 
annual  salaries  paid  to  four  of  the 


insurance  industry  officials  who 
have  been  lobbying  vigorously 
against  the  Division’s  policy.” 
Those  claims,  said  Hiam,  equal 
$551  thousand  or  one-tenth  of 
one  percent  of  all  claims  paid  by 
insurance  companies  in  one  year. 

Gold  acknowledged  that  in¬ 
surance  companies  have  not  yet 
been  strapped  by  AIDS  claims. 
“However  we  can’t  just  look  at  to¬ 
day,”  said  Gold.  “Today’s  policy 
holders  are  tomorrow’s  claim¬ 
ants.  . ..  One  cannot  let  common 
sense  run  out  the  door  and  ignore 
[that]  we  are  dealing  with  a  major 
health  crisis.” 

Hiam  maintains  that  Gold’s 


projections  of  a  future  burden  of 
insurance  companies  are  not  ac¬ 
curate. 

“Massachusetts  has  been  a 
leader  in  protecting  the  public 
from  the  dangers  inherent  in 
testing  by  the  insurance  industry,” 
Hiam  wrote  Dukakis.  “There  is  no 
question  that  permitting  insurers 
to  test  for  HIV  antibodies  will 
cause  some  members  of  the  public 
to  suffer  devastating  and  ir¬ 
reparable  harm.”  Hiam  told 
GCN,  “Massachusetts  is  no 
longer  going  to  be  a  leader  [on  this 
issue].” 

The  implementation  of  the  HIV 
testing  policy  remains  in  large  part 


in  the  Insurance  Division’s  hands. 
Roger  Singer,  former  first  deputy 
in  the  Division,  is  currently  acting 
commissioner.  According  to 
Hiam,  Singer  has  not  been  actively 
involved  in  the  process  regarding 
HIV  testing. 

While  AIDS  activists  are  con¬ 
cerned  about  what  will  happen 
without  Hiam,  most  expressed  re¬ 
spect  for  his  resignation.  “I  was 
very  impressed  by  Peter  Hiam’s 
performance  in  regard  to  this 
issue,”  said  Wright.  “He  went  out 
on  a  limb  to  prohibit  testing  in  the 
first  place.  His  resignation  speaks 
volumes  for  his  credibility  and  in¬ 
tegrity.” 


Among  Friends 

July  Program 


"a  phone  forum  for  the  gay, 
lesbian  and  bisexual  community' 


Weekly  Discussion  Groups 

Evenings  8-8:45  PM 
%/*?) Monday -Older  Men's  Discussion  Group  (40+)  Dial  1-550-9000 
Tuesday  -  Bisexual  Women's  Group  Discussion  Dial  1-550-9036 
Wednesday  -  Women's  Spirituality  Forum  Dial  1-550-9036 
Thurday- Transexual  Support  Group  Dial  1-550-9000 

-  Special  Programming 

Dial  1-550-9036 


Sunday,  July  12,  8-8:45  PM  "Your  Spinal  Health" 

-  How  to  Care  for  Your  Neck  &  Back.  With  Dr.  Peter  Hill 
of  Columbus  Ave.  Chiropractic 

Sunday,  July  19,  8-8:45  PM  The  Message  Your  Body  Tells 

-  "How  Your  Body  Speaks  its  Attitudes,  Stresses  and  Joys."  Presented  by 
Dr.  Nancy  Grossman,  Chiropractor,  Brookline 

Open  Conversation  Lines 

For  Men  Only:  Dial  1  -550-9000,  24  Hrs./7Days 
For  Women  Only:  Dial  1-550-9036  Eves.  8-11  PM 
NEW:  "Teleflea  Market"  Mornings  10-12  AM.  Dial  1-550-9000 
Private  Lines  Available 

Serving  the  617  Area  Code  .20  1st  Min/.IO  each  addt'l  min. 


•  INDIVIDUAL/ GROUP/ COUPLE 


COPLEY  SQUARE  -  BOSTON,  MA 
617-266-2240 

HEALTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 


GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 
AMY  D.  WETTER,  r.d.h 


790  BOYLSTON  STREET 
10  FAIRFIELD  PLAZA 
BOSTON,  MA  02199 
(617)353-1500 


LOOKING  AT 
USED  CARS  ? 

Before  buying  one.  bring  it  to 
us  for  a  complete  evaluation. 
$20.  for  4  or  6  cylinder  cars  — 
$5.  extra  for  V-8,  van  or  A/C 
(with  this  ad).  If  you  would  like 
a  woman  mechanic  to  work  on 
your  car.  please  say  so  when 
you  make  your  appointment. 

J.  &S.  AUTOMOTIVE 
277  Northampton  Street 
_ 2670300 _ 


Condos,  Townhouses,  and  Homes  with  Income 
Dorchester,  Roxbury,  &  Mattapan 

Betty  Gibson  Associates,  Inc. 

I'-.  l'-,l  ! 

ORIANA  N.  VAN  DAELE 

SALES  ASSOCIATE 

249  Adams  Street  825-8200 

Dorchester,  MA  02122 _ Se  habla  espanol 


«#/ 

DAVID  L. 

COLLINS.  C.L.U. 

Insurance  for  all  your  needs 

Suite  830 

Orleans/Bewster 

50  Congress  St. 

Office  Park 

Boston,  MA  02109 

E.  Orleans,  MA  02643 

255-2600 

Call  toll-free  1-800-352-3185 

Confused,  Anxious, 
Depressed? 

The  key  to  Clarity, 
Peace  and  Vitality  is: 

EXPERIENCE 

We  have  20  years  of  it. 


Call  us: 

739-7832 

25  Huntington  Avenue, 
Room  331 ,  Boston 


MassBay 

COUNSELING 

ASSOCIATES 


The  Law  Offices  of 


David  R.  Lund  & 
Associates,  P.  C. 


David  R.  Lund,  Janice  Platner  Barbara  Macy 
Michael  R.  Harrington 


•  Criminal  Defense 

•  Real  Estate  Transactions 

•  Domestic  Relations 

•  Discrimination 

•  Probate  of  Estates 

•  Defense  of  Drunk  Drivers 


•  Estate  Planning 

•  Business  Representation 

•  Relationship  Agreements 

•  Civil  Litigation 

•  Genneral  Practice  of  Law 

•  Condominium  Conversion 


529  Newbury  Street  617-266-0760 

Boston,  MA  02115 


DO  YOU  KNOW  A  VICTIM  OF  VIOLENCE? 

Have  you  been  threatened,  harassed  or  assaulted?  On  the 
street,  job  or  at  home?  By  strangers,  lover  or  family? 

The  Fenway  Community  Health  Center  (FCHC)  supported  by 
grant  from  Mass  Office  for  Victim  Assistance,  is  coordinating 
the  documentation  of  anti-gay/lesbian  violence. 

HELP  DOCUMENT  THIS  PROBLEM 

by  calling 

THE  VICTIM  RECOVERY  PROGRAM 
AT  FCHC. 

Complete  confidentiality  is  assured. 


FCHC  offers  short  &  long-term  individual,  couple  &  family 


counseling;  support  groups; 
advocacy;  and  referral 

Call  Lee  Ellenberg,  LICSW,  or 
Joyce  Collier,  LICSW,  at  267-7573 


HELPFUL  HEALTHCARE 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

•  .Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  • 

*  HIV  Education  &  Testing  Program  • 

•  General  Medicine  •  Women's  Health  • 

•  Alternative  Insemination  •  Mental  Health  • 

•  Gay  &  Lesbian  Victim  Recovery  Program  • 

•  Nutrition  •  Dermatology  •  Geriatrics  • 

•  Podiatry  • 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center  16  Haviland  St.,  Boston,  MA  02115 


=  15  YEARS  SERVING  THE  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  COMMUWTY= 

•  quality  care  •  research  •  health  education  • 

*  confidential  • 


by  appointment 

267-7573 

HIV  267-0159 


pain  relief 
fjjj^  myotherapy 
associates 

trigger  point  myotherapy 
for  the  relief  of:  back- 
pain  •  neck  and  should¬ 
er  pain  •  headaches  • 
sciatica  •  sports  injuries 
•  etc. 

894-9430 

waltham,  ma 


Attorney 
Alec  Gray 

Announces  his  new  law  office 
offering  the  following  service  areas: 

Discrimination 
Civil  Rights 
Tax 

Estate  Planning 
and  Wills 
AIDS  Law 
Persona! 
Relationship 
Contracts 
Real  Estate 
Criminal 
Personal  Injury 

Alec  Gray.  Attorney  at  Law 
Former  Assistant  Attorney  General 

205  Portland  Street 
Boston.  MA  02114 
(617)  367-2840 


1 


PERSONALS 


Prof.  F,  43,  seekin'  F  to  go  places,  be  a 
good  friend  and  shoot  the  breeze.  No 
drugs  or  alcohol.  Keep  coming. 
776-8934  after  10, _ (2) 


Clncut,  clnshavn,  working  GWM  18-26 
or  studnt  wntd  as  houseboy/even  lover! 
Own  lux  room,  cable  TV,  air,  tone,  off 
street  prkng,  ww  on  MBTA  line  (Bost). 
No  smokng,  Abs  safe  sex!  436-4533. 
Bob.  ■  (15.17) 


BODIES  BY  GOD 

Hunks.  Swimmers.  Athletes.  Outc'alls 
now  in  all  U.S.  cities.  (Also  hiring.  Earn 
$60  +  /hr.  Work  in  any  city.)  Call  Scott  at 
215-668-8898. _ (15.8) 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


LESBIAN  READING  GROUP 

Lesbian  reading  group  open  to  new 
members,  (fiction,  politics,  spirituality 
are  recent  themes).  Meets  biwkly.  call 
524-5255/522-4368.  _ (2) 


Yelapa-Puerto  Vallarta,  Mexico  Winter 
Health  Seminars  and  Fitness  Adven¬ 
tures.  Polarity  Certification  CEU’s, 
Body-imagery  (women-only)  Scuba- 
Horseback.  Lesbian  owned,  men 
welcome.  Center  for  Traditional 
Medicine.  P.O.  Box  1526,  Cambridge, 
M  A  02238. 61 7-489-3806  V/TTY.  (15.5) 


NASTY  POLITICS 

Unbelievably  filthy  but  politically  cor¬ 
rect  videos,  pix,  newsletter.  Head/body 
shaves,  bondage,  enemas,  SM,  TT,  VA 
fetishes  galore.  All  male,  all  nasty,  all 
hot,  but  all  safer  sex.  Free  personal 
ads,  free  info:  TR  Witomski,  41  Bon- 
naire,  Toms  River,  NJ  08757.  Models, 
writers,  artists,  lawyers  wanted:$$$ 
_ (15.20) 


EDITORIAL  HELP. 

Volunteers  needed  to  edit  copy,  answer 
correspondence,  perform  general  office 
tasks.  Time  commitment:  2  hrs  weekly 
minimum.  Weekdays  &  Thurs.  and  Fri. 
nights;  possible  take  home  work.  Call 
Loie,  426-4469.  (C) 
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LF  30  sks  friends  to  play,  dine,  hike, 
beach,  share  feelings,  support. 
Spiritual,  political,  personal  growth, 
healing  arts,  music.  Fun,  intense,  in- 
timate.  Box  227, _ (1) 


Non  professional  employed  attr.  masc. 
GWM,  39.  5'11",  170  lb.  Scandanavian 
strawberry  blonde,  hazel  eyes,  shy! 
Sensitive,  affectionate,  loyal,  honest, 
non  drinker,  non  druggie!  Non  smoker. 
Not  into  bars,  into  nutition,  most 
music,  tv,  cuddling,  movies,  quiet 
times,  dancing  ocassionally,  flea  mkts., 
Box  225.  _ (1) 


LF  39  med  build,  educated  would  like  to 
meet  low-key,  healthy-minded,  out¬ 
doors  type  woman  in  30's  for  compa¬ 
nionship.  Minimal  alcohol-no  drugs. 
Box  226. _ (2) 


INDESCRIBABLY  DELICIOUS 

GBF,  25,  humorous,  easy-going  activist 
and  writer,  seeks  fun,  carefree  GF  who 
is  interested  in  life  (I’m  not  picky). 
Friendship  first,  possible  relationship. 
Box  224. _ (1) 


MOODY  BLUES  FANATIC 
Free  to  Moody  Blues  fan:  one  extra 
ticket  to  July  12th  Great  Woods  Con¬ 
cert.  Call  Karen,  421-6359  (days)  or 
254-5925  (nights,  weekend). _ (1) 


HELP  WANTED 


FENWAY  COMMUNITY  HEALTH  CENTER 


AIDS  Education  —  Phone  Counselor:  HIV  antibody 
testing  program.  20  hours  per  week,  flexible.  Some  ear¬ 
ly  evenings.  Basic  knowledge  of  AIDS  information,  safer 
sex  required.  Education  or  counseling  experience  pre¬ 
ferred.  Bilingual  in  Spanish  a  plus.  Team  environment 
and  good  benefits.  Send  letter  or  resume  to  Jennifer 
Walters  before  July  15th.  No  phone  calls. 


Assistant  Director:  Challenging  position  at  gay/lesbian 
health  center.  Responsible  for  management  of  patient 
services,  business  and  support  services,  personnel, 
facilities  and  equipment.  Good  salary,  full  benefits. 
Health-care  management  experience  required.  Send 
resume  to  Dale  Orlando. 

Affirmative  Act  ion /Equal  Opportunity  Employer  === 
FCHC  93  Mass.  Ave.,  Boston,  MA  02115 
267-0900 


Me-GWF,  attr,  26,  kind,  shy,  amazonal, 
gd  lover.  You-GWF,  attr,  Possibly 
Possessive?  Fern?  Soft  Hair?  Reliable? 
10-30%  overweight?  (Be  still  my  heart!) 
Box  221. _ (15.5) 


I  ENJOY  RELATIONSHIPS 

LF  31  seeks  an  attractive,  fun,  sociable, 
sexy,  witty,  winning  LF  for  company, 
talk  and  future  stock.  I'm  a  professional 
who  loves  my  life  and  going  for  it.  Want 
same.  I’m  quick,  intense,  wholesome, 
passionate,  caring  and  a  bit  picky.  Your 
emotional  depth  and  security  are  very 
important  to  me.  Let’s  take  it  slowly. 
Box  222.  (1) 


GWF  32  seeks  intense  woman.  Age  or 
success  won’t  quiet  your  bohemian 
spirit.  Fine  dining  or  sleazy  blues  club 
are  equally  comfortable  .  Modern  at¬ 
titude,  traditional  values-intelligence 
beyond  books,  attr.  sensual-just  sort  of 
fern.  You  have  resolved  issues  that  pre¬ 
vent  really  loving.  Ability  to  play  a  must. 
Find  me!  Box  223. _ (1) 


LF  37  lookingg  4  a  tew  good  friends  2 
share  sun&stars,  movies&music,  ear¬ 
thly  &  spiritual  dreams.  Non-smkr. 
Write  Box  312,  Newtonville  02160.  (1) 


Rosie’s  Place,  a  shelter  for  homeless  women  in  Boston’s 
South  End,  seeks  a  full-time  Resident  Manager.  This  is  a 
live-in  staff  position  at  our  permanent  Lodging  House. 
Responsibilities  include:  Building  Supervision  and 
maintenance,  facilitating  relationships  among  the  tenants, 
and  fostering  a  nurturing  atmosphere  in  the  house.  Starting 
salary  $17,000  +  a  subsidized  apartment.  Health  In¬ 
surance  and  other  benefits.  For  Job  description  call 
442-9322.  Application  deadline  July  20th,  1987.  Women  of 
Color  are  strongly  encouraged  to  apply. 


Send  letter  and  resume  to: 

Search  Committee 
Rosie’s  Place 
889  Harrison  Ave. 

Boston,  MA  02118 


POLICE  CADET 
PROGRAM 

The  Boston  Police  Department  is  accepting  ap¬ 
plications  for  the  Police  Cadet  Program: 

If:  1).  You  are  a  Boston  resident 

2) .  You  are  between  the  ages  of  18-23 

3) .  You  are  a  citizen  of  the  United  States 

4) .  You  are  of  good  moral  character 

and  have  never  been  convicted 
of  a  felony. 

5) .  You  have  a  high  school  diploma  or 

equivalency 

You  are  eligible  to  become  a  Boston  Police  Cadet. 
The  deadline  for  applying  is  July  17,  1987. 

For  more  information  call 
Andrea  Bolling  at: 

247-4677 

247-4315 

The  Boston  Police  Department 
is  an  Equal  Opportunity  Employer 


HELP  WANTED 


I  LOVE  YOU,  SARA  K! 

Today  as  never  before,  tomorrow  that 
much, ..and  that  much  more! _ (1) 


CASSETTE  RECORDER/RADIO 

If  you’ve  got  a  working  cassette 
machine  or  a  small  radio  you'd  like  to 
contribute  to  GCN  (for  recording 
stories  from  faraway  places  &  to  keep 
us  humming...)  please  call  Mike 
(426-4469)  or  drop  by  62  Berkeley  Street 
(between  Tremont  &  Columbus) 
Thanks! _ *  (48) 


FEMINIST  PSYCHOTHERAPIST 

Womankind  Counseling  Center,  a 
feminist  therapy  collective  established 
in  1977  seeks  MA,  MSW,  or  PHD  with 
five  years  therapy  experience.  Duties 
include  psychotherapy  and  administra¬ 
tion.  Salary  negotiable.  EOE.  Reply  to 
15  Warren  St.  Concord,  NH  03301. 
Phone  (603)  225-2985. _ (1) 


FOR  SALE 


1907  BOSTON  PRIDE  T-SHIRTS 

All  colors,  all  sizes  small  through  4XL. 
$11.50  includes  delivery.  Act  now, 
quantity  limited.  Call  267-2113  or  write 
Box  8916,  Boston,  MA02114. _ (3) 


CLINICAL  DIRECTOR 

Outpatient  Substance  Abuse  Treatment 
program  seeking  full-time  clinical 
director.  Supervision,  planning,  direct 
service.  Must  have  Master’s  degree,  min. 
2  years  substance  abuse  treatment  exp. 
and  supervisory  experience.  Resumes  to 
Personnel,  P.O.  Box  251,  East  Boston,  MA 
02128. 


Affirmative  Action/Equal 
Opportunity  Employer.  M/F. 


DISABLED  LESBIAN  NEEDS 
ATTENDANT 

Mon.  8:30am  thru  Weds.  8:30am  (48 
hours)  $140  clear  for  48  hour  shift. 

I  am  paralysed  from  the  neck  down.  I 
need  attendants.  I  prefer  to  hire  Les¬ 
bians.  Most  women  who  work  for  me 
stay  an  average  of  1-2  years.  This 
means  I  need  to  fill  at  least  2-3  posi¬ 
tions  a  year.  I  need  women  now  and  will 
need  more  women  over  the  next  year.  I 
need  women  who  will  be  my  body  and 
help  me  do  my  art,  accompany  me  on 
speaking  engagements,  write  for  me, 
help  me  draw  with  my  mouth,  feed  me, 
dress  and  toilet  me,  all  under  my  direc¬ 
tion.  If  you  have  a  drivers  license,  are 
able  to  lift  110  lbs.,  are  a  light  sleeper, 
non-smoker,  responsible  and  able  to 
follow  directions,  and  are  interested  in 
learning  new  skills,  please  call  Connie 
Panzarino  at  524-0921. _ (C) 


CLASSIFIED  AD  FORM 


F/T  OR  P/T  AD  COORDINATOR  (C)» 
Exp  not  req  but  enthusiasm,  commit¬ 
ment  to  feminism  a  must.  Resp  include 
gathering  leads,  phone  calls,  some 
graphics.  $6.75/+  benefits  to  start  mid- 
Aug.  Resume  &  letter  stating  pref  for  35 
hr/wk  or  24  hr/wk  to:  AD  Search,  So¬ 
journer,  143  Albany  St.,  Camb.,  MA 
02139  by  7/17, _ (1) 


STAFF  EDITOR 
DOLLARS  &  SENSE 

Responsibilities  include  writing  and 
editing  articles  on  current  issues,  and 
helping  manage  the  magazine.  Salary 
based  on  $16,100  full  time.  Full  health 
benefits.  Send  resume  and  writing 
samples  by  July  17  to  Dollars  &  Sense, 
One  Summer  St.,  Somerville,  MA  02143. 
Women  and  minorities  encouraged  to 
apply. _ (1) 


JEWISH  LESBIAN  DAUGHTERS 
OF  HOLOCAUST  SURVIVORS 

We  meet  for  support  &  networking  and 
welcome  contact  from  other  Jewish 
Lesbian  Daughters  of  Holocaust  Sur¬ 
vivors.  The  next  meeting  is  scheduled 
for  November  I3th-16th,  in  upstate  New 
York.  A  partners  group  has  also  been 
formed  for  lesbian  women  who  are  in 
relationship  with  JLDHS.  Membership 
is  not  dependent  on  both  partners.  For 
information,  write  Box  6194,  Boston, 
MA  021 14  or  call  (617)  321-4254,  (49) 


F/T  PROJECT  COORDINATOR 

New  job  in  feminist  publishing.  Resp  in¬ 
clude  fundraising,  financial  mngmt, 
direct  mail,  planning  ad  sales,  promo¬ 
tional  campaigns.  Salary  $20,000.  If  you 
are  visionary,  energeric  &  have  exp. 
send  resume  &  coverletter  by  7/15  to: 
Search  Committee,  Sojourner,  143 
Albany  St.,  Camb.,  MA  02139. _ (1) 


FULL  TIME  OFC  MANAGER 

Resp  include  computer  data  entry, 
managing  distribution  &  subscription 
records,  mail  sorting,  phone  answering, 
clerical  duties.  Must  be  energetic,  org., 
detail  oriented.  Prev  ofc  exp  req.  Salary 
mid-teens,  full  benefits.  Resume,  letter 
by  7/15:  Blake  Walton,  Sojourner,  143 
Albany  St.,  Camb.,  MA  02139. _ (1) 


•DEADLINE:  Tuesday,  noon 
All  ads  are  prepaid. 

No  phone  ads  accepted. 


I 
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NAME 


STREET 
CITY _ 


STATE. 


APT.. 

ZIP 


PHONE  L 


Use  1  unit  for  each  letter,  punctuation  mark  or  space  between  words. 
Print  clearly.  Ads  will  be  returned  if  we  can't  read  them. 


Category: 

Head 
Lines 


L 

1 

Head 

Lines 


Bold  Headlines: 


1st  4  Lines 
or  part  thereof: 


or  part  thereof: 


Business 

X 

3.00 

Non-Business 

X 

1.50 

Business 

9.00 

Non-Business 

7.00 

Business 

_  X 

1.00 

Non-Business 

X 

.75 

TOTAL 

Display  (Boxed)  Classifieds:  Col.  inches 
or  part  thereof: _ x  12.00  =  _ 


TOTAL  for  1  Week  (Add)  = 
Number  of  Weeks  (Multiply)  = 
SUBTOTAL 


DISCOUNTS:  for  10-20 
consecutive  weeks 


10%  = 
15%  = 
20%  = 


PAYMENT  MUST  ACCOMPANY  ALL 
CLASSIFIED  ADS. 

Return  this  form  with  payment  to: 

GCN  Classifieds,  62  Berkeley  Street 
Boston,  MA  02116 


for  21-30  consec.  wks 
for  31  +  consec.  wks. 

TOTAL  FOR  AD  COPY 

Pick-up  Box:  for  6  wks  3.00  = 
Forwarding  Bx:  6wks.  6.00  = 

Tearshts:  //wks _ x2.00  = 

TOTAL  = 
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TRY  GCN’s 

“GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE”  AD 

GCN’s  “Guaranteed  Roommate”  offer 
All  Roommate  and  Housemate  Ads 
that  are  Prepaid  for  Two  Weeks 
We  will  run  until  you  find  a  roommate. 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically  renewed.  You 
must  call  in  every  additional  week  you  want 
the  ad  to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be  accepted 
all  day  Mondays  and  Tuesdays  till  noon. 

ROOMMATE  WANTED 


TWO  LF  WANTED  IN  ALLSTON 

(1  for  8/1)  (1  for  9/1)  to  live  in  coop  house 
with  3  other  LF.  Semi-veg  non-smoke, 
fun,  3  cats,  yard,  convenient.  Minimal 
drug,  ale!  Call  782-0599.  $180  + .  (2) 

INMAN  SQUARE 

2  artsy,  political  dykes  (23,  24)  seek  3rd 
for  our  Inman  Sq  home.  $240+  util. 
Avail  Aug  1  or  before.  Call  625-4277.  (2) 
WALK  TO  THE  POND 
2LF  seek  LF  to  share  3  bdrm  apt  in  JP 
near  T  8  Pond.  Must  like  animals  but  no 
more  pets.  Avail  now!  Call  524-3925. (*2) 
Responsible  LF  sks  similar  25+  to 
share  2  BR  in  Dorch.  Nonsmoker  prefer¬ 
red.  Washer  &  porch.  $300  incl  heat  & 
hot  water.  Leave  message.  265-3109.  (2) 
Two  Prof  GF  looking  for  roommate  to 
share  3BDRM  townhouse  locatated 
north  of  Boston  accessible  to  Rt1&l28 
15  min  to  Boston.  $300mth  incls  hthw. 
Call  599-9624  Mornings  and  Eves.  (2) 

2  young  prof  LF  seek  non-smkg  LF  to 
share  3  bdrm  apt  in  Quincy,  near  Red 
line.  Sorry,  no  pets.  Rent  $210,  no  util. 
328-5027  evenings. _ (2) 

YES! 

You  too  can  live  in  sunny  Central  Sq.  F 
sought  for  4  bdrm  mined  apt.  We  are 
M&F,  gay  &  straight.  Rent  $245  incl 
HTHW.  Call  547-8647.  No  smoke  8/1.  (2) 
S.  END  CRAZIES  NEED  ROOMMATE! 
Do  you  have  a  sick  humor?  Like  to  talk. 
Need  a  place  to  live  near  Copley?  Well 
what  are  you  doing  reading  this?  Check 
out  our  room  for  rent  complete  with 
downstairs  livingrm  area,  w/dreyer,  fpl., 
refr,  t.v.,  garden,  all  for  $400  month  plus 
1/3  utilities.  G/Bi/Lesbians  all 
welcome. ..Just  don't  be  frightened!!! 
(Neatness  preferred)  Call  Deborah/Paul 
at  426-8643.  Insanity  a  plus! _ (2) 

PORTER  SQUARE 

2LFs,  26+  seek  F  for  3BD  apt  $300  +  , 
$317+  in  Sept.  Porch,  yard,  near  T, 
shops,  laundry.  We  are  resp.,  neat, 
friendly,  yet  independent.  U  are  too.  No 
smoke,  drughs  or  pets,  please.  Call 
Stephanie/Donna  625-4474. _ (2) 

LF,  32,  looking  for  LF  25+  to  share 
spacious  sunny  apt  in  Cambridgeport. 
Rent  $330+  util.  Looking  for  someone 
independent,  financially  responsible 
and  a  jock  at  heart.  No  pers  or  smokers. 
Call  876-9836. _ (3) 

2  LF’s  sk  3rd  for  loveley,  sunny 
spacious  3  bdr  apt  in  Belmont.  Veg. 
nonsmk,  clean,  collective  meals 
sometimes.  Friendly,  politic  aware, 
maybe  1  cat.  Prefer  over  28.  On  the  line. 
We’re  in  30’s  $280  +  ut. _ (2) 

LF  24,  seeks  rmt  for  Beacon  Hill  apt  for 
Aug/Sept  1.  $290+  cheap  utils.  No 
smoke  or  pets.  For  details  call  Regina 
254-5988. _ (1) 

2  LF's  seek  1  LF  to  share  JP  home. 

Near  Arbor  and  T.  Must  be  responsible 
and  neat.  No  smoke,  no  pets.  Avail  Aug 
1  or  sooner.  $250  +  .  Call  524-5915; 
leave  message. _ (1) 

EAST  SOMERVILLE 
Looking  for  IF  in  a  3  bdrm  house  in  E. 
Somerville.  10  min  from  Sullivan  Sq.  T 
stop.  $250.00  plus  utilities.  No  smoke, 
no  pets.  Available  Aug  1.  Call  628-4912. 
(4pm-11pm). _ (1) 

RENOVATED  VICTORIAN 
SOMERVILLE  -AVAILABLE  NOW 

3  LF’s  Ikg  for  4th  to  shr  home.  Spacious 

8  rm  apt  on  2  firs.  High  ceilings,  nat'l 
wd.  sundk.  yrd.  2  bths,  w/d.  $340 +  ht; 
253-0559/623-5985. _ (1) 

WANTED 

Two  lovely,  crazy,  and  yes.  responsible 
roomates  to  share  single  family  house 
near  Boston  *  Camb.  Buses,  Red  Line 
close  by  as  are  stores  &  laundry.  Me; 
outgoing,  nonsmoking,  politically  in¬ 
correct  woman  allergic  to  cats,  dogs, 
cigs.  House  has  7  rooms,  frplce,  wood 
firs,  porch,  sauna.  Very  quiet. 
$335-$385.  Heat  incl.  Call  623-7258.  (1) 

YOUR  NEW  JP  HOME 
Two  LF  sk  2  more,  25+  to  share  great 
apt,  progr  poltcs,  spirit,  humor,  food, 
w/d  nr  pond,  arbrtm,  Orng.  Gr.  lines.  No 
smkng,  pis.  Avail  immed  or  Sept  1.  Call 
day  or  nite  524-6209.  $182.50/$192.50.  (1) 
LF  31  &  2  cats  Ikg  for  feminist  woman 
to  shr.  Ige,  sunny  apt.  w/bkyd  in  W. 
Som.  Friendly,  resp  &  neat.  No 
smke/pets  pis.  $275  +  .  Call  Eileen 
628-6133. _ (1) 

SOUTH  END 

Sober  GWM  prof  29  seek  1  or  2  to  share 
enormous  htd  apt  w/frplc.  w/d,  merwv, 
d.w.  in  S.E.  near  Mass  Ave  &  on  T. 
$400-275  +  Vi-1/3  utils  +  sec  dep. 
THIS  IS  NOT  A  SEX  AD!  No  drinking  or 
drugs.  I  smk  cigs  and  have  a  cat.  Prefer 
12-stepper.  If  intrstd,  call  Dave 
266-8311,  Leave  msg  on  machine.  (1) 


HOUSING  WANTED 

HELP! 

Our  JP  apt  is  being  sold  and  we're  be¬ 
ing  priced  out  of  the  neighborhood. 
We're  2LF's  looking  for  an  already 
established  apartment  with  1  or  more 
LF’s  or  1  or  2  LF's  who  want  to  look  for 
an  apt  with  us.  No  smoke  or  pets.  We’re 
looking  to  move  anywhere  between  late 
Aug  or  early  Oct.  Call  Kim  at  GCN  at 
426-4469  (days)  or  522-6813  (eve).  (C) 
LF  24  seeks  home  near  T  for  approx. 
Aug  1.  I  don't  smoke,  use  drug/alc. 
Have  med-size  dog  and  cat.  Call  (401) 
751-0449  Collect  4-1 1p.m. _ (1) 

YOUR  TENANT  PROBLEMS 
ARE  OVER! 

Two  responsible  dykes  seek  to  make  a 
home  in  JP  by  Sept.  1.  Like  porches  and 
yards,  but  not  necessary.  Can  pay  up  to 
$600+  util.  Call  now!  Ann  or  Brenda: 
524-4884, _ (2) 

2  L’s  (25,  29)  seek  2  women  to  share  a 
semi-coop  home.  We  enjoy  laughter, 
polarity,  politics,  greenery,  communica¬ 
tion  &  no  allergens.  If  you  would  like  to 
find  a  house  with  us,  or  know  of  one, 
Call  Nancy  or  Barbara  at  623-5035  or  B 
at  W:  643-2442.  Prefer  near  Arl- 
ington/Somerv, _ (15.5) 

APARTMENTS _ 

Beaut.  1  BR  in-law  apt  JP  pondsd,  hdwd 
firs,  dw,  skylts.  $700  +  .  524-0272.  (1) 

Jones  Hill  Dorchester,  2  room  apt, 
sundeck,  view  of  bay,  Lesbian  bldg, 
tree,  share  prkg,  $450  incl  heat  &  all 
util,  avail  8/1, 436-2583. _ (4) 

GOVERNMENT  HOMES  from  $1.  (U 
repair).  Delinquent  tax  property. 
Repossessions.  Call  1-805-687-6000 
Ext.GH-1437  for  current  repo  list.  (15.5) 

SUMMER  RENTALS 

EASTWOOD  AT  PROVINCETOWN 

1  bedroom  condo  available  Aug  8  - 15.  7 

nights  $800  or  $125per  night,  3  day  min. 
stay.  Accomodates  four.  No  pets.  Call 
473-1105.  Int.  owner. _ (3) 

JP  SUBLET  SPECIAL 
Large  sunny  2Bdrm  apt  w/porch  nr  Ar¬ 
boretum.  We  pay  $750.  Fo  you  ultra 
cheap  rent  negotiable  for  care  of  2  nice 
cats.  Approx  15  July-23  Aug.  Call  Joy  or 
Andrea  524-2906.  _ (1) 

PROVINCETOWN  COTTAGE 

2  Bedrm  cott.  Bayside  5  min.  walk  to 

beach,  plenty  of  parking,  heated  and 
clean.  $450.  wk  July  and  Aug.  off 
season  $350  wk.  Call  289-5807.  (15.5) 

PROVINCETOWN 

CONDO  FOR  RENT  2  BDRM,  Iv-kit. 
combr,  2  min  walk  priv.  beach.  $400  wk 
June  &  Sept.  $450  July  &  Aug.  Eve 
617-685-9104. _ (1) 

J  PROVINCETOWN  • 

•  CONDO  FOR  RENT  2  BDRM,  Iv-  • 

•  kil.  combr.  2  min  walk  priv.  2 

•  beach,  $400  wk  June  &  Sept.  • 
f  $450  July  &  Aug.  Eve  • 

•  617-685-9104.  (15.2)  • 

RESORTS 

WHITE  MOUNTAIN  MAGIC 

Long,  lazy  days  by  our  pool,  cool  nights 
by  a  crackling  fire.  Peace  &  privacy  on 
100  beautiful  acres.  Charming  guest 
rooms.  Gracious,  common  areas.  Hik¬ 
ing,  golf,  tennis,  antiquing  nearby.  The 
Highlands  Inn,  Box  118G,  Bethlehem 
NH  03574.  (603)  869-3978.  Grace  & 
Judith,  innkeepers. _ (15.11) 

CHECK'ER  OUT 
AT  THE  CHECK’ER  INN 
Double  rooms,  coffee  by  fireside,  park¬ 
ing.  Apartments  also  available.  1  block 
to  bay,  open  year’round.  487-9029,  25 
Winthrop  St.,  P’town,  MA  02657  (46) 

SWEET  CAROLINE 

A  new  women's  guest  house  right 
around  the  corner  from  Duval  Street  in 
Historic  Key  West.  Patricia  Major,  MD, 
owner.  529  Caroline  Street,  Key  West, 
FL,  33040,  or  call  (305)  296-5173.  (49) 

LESBIAN  BED  &  BREAKFAST 

Room  in  Southampton,  L.l.  &  apt  in 
NYC.  (No  smokers  please)  Available  for 
wknds  &  wkly  rentals.  Reasonable 
rates.  (718)  625-2653. _ (15.4) 


SERVICES 


PERSONAL  HEALTH 

•General  Medical  Care 
•Sports  Medicine 

•  Diagnosis  &  Treatment  of  Disease 
Private  Medical  Oil  ice 
Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 
7755  Beacon  Street,  Brookline  232-7459 


RESUMES  THAT  WORK 

$35 

includes  consultation 
and  completed  resume. 

787-4252 


I” 

J  BACK  BAY 

COUNSELING  SERVICES 

DENNIS  IADAROLA 

Serving  the  Community  Since 
Insurance  Accepted 

739-7860 
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MASS  BAY 
COUNSELING  ASSOC 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 
(617)  739  7832 

COPLEY  SQUARE 


ORGANIZATIONS 

OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 

Social  and  support  group  for  women 
over  40.  P.O.  Box  1214,  East  Arlington, 
MA  02174. _ (15.48) 

DOB 

Support  organization  for  leabians,  1151 
Mass  Ave,  Camb.  OCBC.  Raps  every 
Tues,  Thurs  at  8:pm.  Special  raps  for 
35  + ,  parents,  ynger  women,  baby 
boomers,  singles,  coming  out,  issues 
forum.  All  8pm.  Monthly  events,  outing 
club,  library.  Info;  661-3633.  All  women 
invited  to  paticipate. _ (VI 5.35) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 
Multiracial  group  for  all  people  .  Call 
(415)  431-1976  or  write  BWMT,  suite 
140,  580  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  94114. 
_ (V14.15) 

BOSTON  ALLIANCE  OF  GAY  AND 
LESBIAN  YOUTH 

Social  support  group  for  youth  22  and 
under.  Wed.  night  general  meeting  from 
7:30-9pm.  New  persons  meeting  at  6:30. 
Women's  meeting  at  6.  Call  497-8282 
for  info, _ (32) 

SHELIX 

Northampton,  MA  lesbian  s/m  support 
group  since  1983  mets  monthly  for 
topic  discusstions.  Safe  confidential 
environment.  Lesbians  at  all  levels  of 
fantasy  or  practice  welcome. 
Newcomers  encouraged.  Sase:  Shelix, 
PO  Box  416  Florence  Station,  Nor- 
thampton,  MA  01060. _ (15.7) 

PROJECT  TRUTH/FREE  WILL 
Info  packet  on  police  abuse  of  gay 
teens,  and  ways  it  can  be  stopped.  1  yr 
membership  $20.  Info  $2  (for  postage  & 
printing)  to:  Project  TRUTH/Free  Will, 
PO  Box  244,  Paramus,  NJ  07653-0244. 
_ QjL?) 

MAN/BOY  LOVE 

A  support  group  for  intergenerational 
relationships.  For  more  information 
send  $1  to:  NAMBLA-GCNAD  at  537 
Jones  ST.  NO  8418,  S.F.  CA  94102  or  PO 
Box  174,  New  York,  New  York  10018. 
_ (VI  5.23) 


MOVERS _ 

POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

new  &  used  boxes  delivered 
packing  and  storing 

522-0826 

_ (15.20) 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 
Piano  and  hoisting  specialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 
No  overtime  charges,  354-2184 
MPDU  Number  23733 
_ (1) 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC. 
(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 

MA  DPU#25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  careful  movers  641-1234 
_ _ (15.1) 

JULIAN  WRIGHT  MOVING  COMPANY 
Exp,  Rel,  Lie,  &  Ins 
MPDU#24430 
Tel  661-2958 

_ (1^3) 

ALL  AMERICAN  MOVERS 

Careful,  Quick  &  Kind 
Store,  Pack,  Move-Home  &  Office 
Mention  this  ad  for  a  discount 
Russ  321-7037  or  322-7373  Pat 
_ (V15.16) 
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236-1848 

Prisoners 
Seeking 
Friends 

TO  ALL  THOSE  WHO  IN  AND  OUT  OF 
PRISON  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE 
Alexander  BerVman  Prison  Memoirs  of  en  j 
Anerchist). 


4^5 


GAYCON  PRISON  OUTREACH 
works  with  gay  and  bi  prisoners  pro¬ 
viding  penpals,  parole  help,  rap 
groups  for  ex-prisoners,  gay /lesbian 
books  &  mags,  and  other  things. 
Write  Gaycon  Prison  Outreach,  768 
Bellevue  Ave.  E.  #22,  Seattle  WA 
98102.  (206)  328-0684. 
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Thank  you  so  much  for  sending  your 
paper  to  me!  I  would  like  to  com¬ 
municate  with  English-speaking 
brothers  and  sisters  who  do  not  live  in 
this  country.  If  you  get  my  drift.  When 
you  write  please  let  me  know  how- 
much  postage  I  should  use  to  reply. 
Thank  you.  Deborah  BAUMGART¬ 
NER,  381899,  CLU-7-SO.-2,  2800 
Gravier  St,  New  Orleans  LA  70119. 

I  would  love  to  hear  from  anyone  who 
is  willing  to  write  to  me  from  the  free 
world  I  love  jazz,  rock  and  roll,  and 
some  country;  cooking  and  caring  for 
a  home,  and  racing  my  cars  that  my 
brother  and  I  put  together  at  his  auto 
shop.  The  Duke  boys  haven't  go 
anything  on  this  tomboy  when  it 
comes  to  stunts.  I  will  try  anything 
once  and  if  I  like  it,  I’ll  go  back  again. 
Cynthia  WILLIAMS,  18455-New,  1479 
Collins  Ave,  Marysville  OH  43040. 

I  am  fun  and  sincere  and  looking  for 
someone  to  write  and  maybe  visit  me. 
I’d  like  to  get  to  know  someone.  Send 
a  photo  if  you  can.  I'll  do  the  same. 
Janice  AGUILAR,  911003,  Box  17,  Gig 
Harbor,  WA  98335. 


Gay  man,  30,  like  sports,  reading, 
writing,  fun.  Will  write  back,  free 
world  and  prisoners.  Emmette  MIT¬ 
CHELL,  C-22649  (T-108),  Box  2000, 
Vacaville  CA  95696. _ 

Looking  for  a  true  Queen  to  become  a 
mate  for  a  true  King.  I  need  some 
compassion  and  human  kindness  to 
keep  my  spirits  up.  Please  write.  Nor¬ 
man  FIELD,  286739,  Box  1000, 
Steilacoom  WA  98388.  _ 

Supporter  of  NAMBLA,  like  to  camp, 
write,  paint  landscapes,  fill  your  hot 
wet  mouth  with  my  throbbing  hard 
flesh.  Write  Tommy  BLANKENSHIP, 
195-152,  Box  5500,  Chillicothe  OH 
45601. _ 

This  can  be  a  lonely  place  unless  you 
have  someone  to  talk  to.  I  have  a  wide 
interest  in  many  things.  I'm  very  open- 
minded  and  openly  gay.  So  if  you  can 
help  me  find  someone  I’d  appreciate 
it.  Edward  SALTER,  073438,  Box 
699W  (P-54),  Sneads  FL  32460. 
Incarcerated  gay  man,  lonely,  anx¬ 
ious  to  make  friends  through  the  mail. 
Wade  REBOUCHE,  071316-P33,  PO 
Box  699 W,  Sneads  FL  32460. _ 

Sexy,  fern,  seeks  cross  dresser  or  fern 
male  for  friendship.  I  understand  life 
and  love  and  want  to  share  my 
knowledge  and  affection  with  so¬ 
meone  true.  I  like  sexy  letters.  Please 
if  someone  in  the  free  world  would 
like  to  correspond,  here  I  am.  Walter 
SMITH,  Box  900  -  04781 3-2B-278, 
Jefferson  City  MO  65102. _ 

32  yr  old  gay  Aries  would  like  to  write 
other  gays  for  friendship.  Don’t  need 
money.  Only  friends  to  write.  I  like 
western  dress  and  small  dogs,  travel 
with  mobile  home,  garage  sales  and 
flea  markets,  and  collecting  patches. 
Mike  BROXSON,  420416,  Wynne 
Farm,  Huntsville  TX  77349. 


Recovering  alcoholic,  would  like  to 
communicate  with  anyone  wanting  a 
pen  friendship.  I  am  a  former  attorney 
and  very  active  in  prison  reform  and 
gay  rights.  Thanks.  John  REUTCKE, 
34626,  Box  2800,  Lincoln  NE  68502 
Lonely  bi,  38,  looking  for  someone 
special,  a  queen,  TS  or  fern  gay.  To  be 
released  soon.  Need  to  share  plans. 
John  WICKS,  287370,  Box  1000 
MICC— 2CH,  Steilacoom  WA  98388. 

I  am  a  gay  inmate  who’s  very  active  in 
civil  rights  law.  Willing  to  help  anyone 
behind  bars  having  problems  getting 
GCN.  I  would  also  like  to  correspond 
with  other  gay  men  and  women  of  the 
movement.  Wendell  LEE,  399488,  Box 
128  Beto  One,  Tennessee  Colony  TX 
75861. _ 

Dishwater  blond,  full  red  round  lips, 
fern  (no  body  hair),  would  like  to  hear 
from  gentle  black  studs  with  long 
thick  rods.  I  am  a  lady  and  expect  to 
be  treated  as  such.  I  like  to  grow 
flowers,  go  for  walks,  and  get  fucked. 
Ronald  (Ronda),  SILVEY,  193-943,  Box 
5500,  Chillicothe  OH  45601. 


HELP  !!!! 

Lee  Harris,  I  received  you  letter  but 
not  your  complete  return  address,  so 
my  reply  was  returned.  Please  send 
me  your  complete  address  soon! 
Richi  DENNARD,  108996,  Magnolia  4, 

|  Angola  LA  70712. _ _ 

I  am  lonely!  Will  get  back  to  anyone 
that  will  write.  Ask  anything  you  wish. 
Raymond  MINER,  189074,  Box  45699, 
Lucasville  OH  45699. _ 

I’m  seeking  companionship  and 
friendship  with  caring,  open  males. 
Joseph  ALLEN,  19320,  Box  607,  Car- 
I  son  City  NV  89701. _ 

Would  like  to  correspond  with  gays, 
transvestites,  anyone.  I’m  well  built, 
hobbies  are  music,  basketball, 
reading  and  trying  things  that  gives 
good  pleasure.  Frank  WILLIAMS, 
090988,  Drawer  1072,  Arcadia  FL 
33821 _ _ 

OK,  so  I'm  trying  again.  This  man 
would  like  to  hear  from  sincere  peo¬ 
ple  only  as  I  am  tired  of  all  the  games 
people  play.  If  you  are  real  and  not  in¬ 
to  BS,  then  please  write.  You  will  be 
surprised.  Isaac  EDWARDS,  C-44632 
(M-226),  Box  2000,  Vacaville  CA 
95696.,  _ _ 

Gay  prisoner  would  like  to  get  in 
touch  with  the  free  gay  world  before 
getting  out  (soon).  Please  write.  Ron 
DEflECSKEY,  39140,  1012  W.  Colum- 
bia,  Farmington  MO  63640. _ 

Black  gay  into  good  country  music, 
stock  car  racing,  dirt  bike  racing  etc. 
Real  slim,  sweet  and  loyal.  Verdell 
BLANCHE,  68928-H-18,  Box  7450, 
Trenton  NJ  08628 _ 

I  love  to  write  and  am  looking  for  any 

I  hot  guys.  I’m  fresh,  so  get  it  while  it's 
hot.  Dell  SUDDUTH,  Box  316,  Ft. 
Madison  IA  52627. _ 

Sexy  young  guy  into  hot  letters  and 
friendship.  Maybe  more.  Robert 
PHILBRICK,  C -07671 1,  Drawer  1072, 
Arcadia  FL  33821. _ 

Lovely  bubble  butt,  long  smooth 
shapely  legs,  cock  quivering  for  your 
quiveing  lips.  Send  SASE.  Larry 
SIMES,  194-278,  Box  5500,  Chillicothe 
OH  45601.  _____ 
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GAY  PRISONERS  & 
‘PROTECTIVE  CUSTODY’ 
Legal  issues  &  cases  around  how 
to  get  in  and  out  of  PC  and 
other  ISOLATION  situations: 
write  to  GCN  for  ‘Prisons 
Within  Prisons’  and  we’ll  send  it 
to  you.  (FREE!)  (smile) 


Gay  &  Lesbian  Penpals 
We  are  a  “support”  group  for  gays 
and  lesbians  and  have  no  limitations 
on  correspondence  as  long  as  you 
can  find  a  stamp  to  send  a  letter. 
Prisoners  are  welcome  to  write.  Gays, 
bisexuals  or  lesbians,  write  to: 
GLCSE,  PO  Box  38777,  Hollywood  CA 
90038. 
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July  11 
to 

July  26 

( 

11  Saturday 

Cambridge  —  “Secret  question”  dating 
game  for  lesbian  singles.  DOB,  Old  Camb. 
Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  8PM. 
$1.  Info:  Jean,  277-8150. 

Northampton  —  SHELIX  monthly 
discussion:  “S/M  coming  out  stories.’’ 
8pm.  info:  (413)  584-7616,  or  send  SASE 
to  SHELIX,  P0  Box  416,  Florence  Station, 
Northampton,  MA  01060. 

Provincetown  —  “Ten  Percent  Revue.’’ 

Gifford  House,  9  Carver  St.  8pm.  Through 
Sept.  7.  $8.  Info:  487-0688. 

Boston  —  George’s  Island  Picnic  with 
BWMT/ Boston.  Meet  at  Long  Wharf 
(Aquarium  T-stop)  or  on  the  island.  11am. 
Bring  food,  etc.  Info:  426-5472  or 
547-1986. 

12  Sunday 

Jamaica  Plain  —  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Neighbors  of  Jamaica  Plain  potluck  al 
fresco.  Jamaica  Pond,  across  from  Moraine 
St.  4pm.  Info:  522-3894. 

Cambridge  —  Gay  and  Lesbian  Speakers 
Bureau  pot-luck  barbecue.  97  Trowbridge 
St.  3pm.  Info:  868-4512. 

Brighton  —  DOB  brunch. Noon.  Info:  Jean, 
277-8150. 

Northampton  —  New  Alexandria  Lesbian 
Library  13th  birthday  celebration  with 
“Images:  a  lesbian  love  story”  video. 
3pm.  $2,  plus  food  to  share.  Info:  (413) 
584-7616. 

Watertown  —  Multi-neighborhood  potluck 
picnic  with  Cambridge  area  gay  men’s 
neighborhood  association  and  GLOW.  N. 
Beacon  St.  Park.  Noon.  Info:  Barry, 
277-1376  or  Deb,  891-3781. 

Cambridge  —  Lesbian  singles  brunch  with 
DOB.  118B  Sutherland  Rd.  Noon.  Info: 
Jean,  277-8150. 

Boston  —  “Boston’s  Other  Voice” 
presents  accupuncturist  Beth  Sommers. 
WROR,  98.5  FM.  12:30am  (Monday 
morning). 

Jamaica  Plain  —  Open  house  at  Red  Book. 
10%  off  everything,  free  food.  92  Green 
St.  10am-7pm. 

13  monday 

Cambridge  —  Lesbian  rap  on  coming  out. 

Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  8-10pm. 
Info:  354-8807. 

14  tuesday 

Boston  —  LEGACY  drop-in  for  gay/lesbian 
elders  and  friends.  GLCS,  6  Hamilton  PI. 
(Park  St.  T-stop)  6-8pm.  Info:  Ann, 
725-3485. 

Cambridge  —  Lesbian  coming  out  rap. 

DOB,  Old  Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1151 
Mass.  Ave.  8PM.  $1.  Info:  661-3633. 

15  Wednesday 

Cambridge  —  “Say  It  Sister”  presents  a 
special  broadcast  of  “Crossroads,” 
focusing  on  minority  issues.  WMBR  88.1 
FM.  7-8pm. 

Cambridge  —  Lesbians  50+  discuss 
dealing  with  unwanted  advances.  DOB, 
Old  Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass. 
Ave.  8PM.  $1.  Info:  661-3633. 

Boston  —  October  March  on  Washington 

meeting.  Piemonte  Rm.,  City  Hall  (rear 
entrance).  7pm.  All  welcome.  Info: 
442-9597. 


Saco,  ME  —  Greater  Portland  Men’s  Group 
evening  at  Old  Orchard  Beach.  Meet  at 
Cascades  Inn,  Rte.  1.  6pm.  Info:  Steve, 
(207)  773-9732. 

Boston  —  Civil  Disobedience  task  force  of 
March  on  Washington.  Northeastern  Univ. , 
Ell  Center,  rm.  174.  7pm.  Info:  492-1091. 

16  thursday 

Boston  —  Gay  and  Lesbian  Labor  Activists 

Network.  SEIU  Local  285,  145  Tremont 
St.,  2nd  floor.  Steering  committee: 
5:30pm;  potluck:  6:30pm.  Info:  Ralph, 
661-8289. 


Canoe  trips,  19  Sunday 

Boston  —  GCA/’s  production  night.  All 

welcome.  Proofreading:  before  8PM. 
Paste-up:  after  7PM.  62  Berkeley  St.,  near 
Arlington  &  Back  Bay  T-stops.  GCN: 
426-4469. 

Cambridge  —  Incest  Survivor’s  Discussion 

Group. Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St., 
Cambridge.  7:30-9:30pm.  Info:  354-8807. 

17  friday 

Watertown  —  Margot  Adler,  author  of 
Drawing  Down  the  Moon,  speaks  on 
feminist  spirituality  and  modern  witchcraft. 
Interface,  552  Main  St.  8pm.  $6-8.  Info: 
924-1100. 

Boston  —  GCN  mailing.  Come  help  stuff 
the  paper  and  meet  new  friends.  5pm  to 
10pm.  Near  Arlington  and  Back  Bay 
T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  426-4469. 

Cambridge  —  Summer  dance  by  Gays  at 
MIT.  Walker  Memorial,  142  Memorial  Dr. 
9pm-1AM.  $4/$3  with  college  ID.  Info: 
253-5440. 

Cambridge  —  Women’s  Coffeehouse  with 
live  folk  music.  Women’s  Center,  46 
Pleasant  St.,  Cambridge.  8pm-midnight. 
Info:  354-8807. 

18  Saturday 

Concord  —  GLDC  visibility  campaign  trip  to 
Walden  Pond.  10am,  meet  in  the  parking 
lot.  Raindate  July  19. 

Cambridge  —  Lesbian  Singles  Games 
Night.  DOB,  Old  Camb.  Baptist  Church, 
1151  Mass.  Ave.  8PM.  $1.  Info:  Jean, 
277-8150. 

Boston  —  Gena  Corea  and  Janet  Gallagher 
discuss  reproductive  technology  on 
“Something  About  the  Women.”  WMFO 
91.5  FM.  10am-2pm. 

19  Sunday 

Center  Conway,  NH  —  Canoe  trip  down  the 
Saco  river  with  the  Gay  Men’s  Social 
Group.  $15.  Info:  Brent,  (603)  356-5555. 

Auburndale  —  Wild  women  canoe  trip. 

Info:  Mimi  R.,  924-1543. 

Provincetown  —  After  T-dance  benefit  for 
the  October  March  on  Washington.  The 
Pied  Piper,  193  Commercial  St.  6:30pm. 
$2.  Info:  442-9597. 


Carver,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Neighbors 
of  Jamaica  Plain  picnic  at  Miles  Standish 
Park.  Carpool  leaves  from  J.P.  10am.  Info: 
522-3894. 

20  monday 

Cambridge  —  Women’s  Center.  Lesbian 

rap  on  friendship  amongst  lesbians. 

8- 10pm.  46  Pleasant  St.  Info:  354-8807. 

Cambridge  —  Lesbian  parents  &  co¬ 
parents.  DOB,  Old  Camb.  Baptist  Church, 
1151  Mass.  Ave.  8PM.  $1.  Info: 
661-3633. 


22  Wednesday 

Boston  —  Cynthia  Enloe  &  Pam  Solo 
discuss  Iran-contra  hearings  with  Madge 
Kaplan  on  “Say  It  Sister.”  WMBR  88.1 
FM.  7-8pm. 


23  thursday 

Portland,  ME  —  Greater  Portland  Men’s 
Group  goes  rollerskating  at  Happy  Wheels. 
7:30pm.  Info:  Steve,  (207)  773-9732. 

24  friday 

Brookline  —  Am  Tikva  discussion  of  recent 
World  Congress  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Jewish 
Organizations  biennial  convention  in 
Amsterdam.  All  welcome.  Bring  something 
sweet  to  share.  Workmen’s  Circle,  1762 
Beacon  St.  Info:  782-8894. 

Boston  —  Dionne  Warwick  and  Burt 
Backrach  in  concert  on  the  Common. 
Benefit  for  the  AIDS  Action  Committee. 
$35,  $50  with  VIP  reception.  Info: 
266-6909. 

Cambridge  —  Women’s  Coffeehouse,  open 
journal  reading.  Women’s  Center,  46 
Pleasant  St.,  Cambridge.  8pm-midnight. 
Info:  354-8807. 

25  Saturday 

Ogunquit,  ME  —  Greater  Portland  Men’s 
Group  day  at  the  beach.  Meet  at  10:30am. 
Info:  Al,  (207)  774-0632. 

Cambridge  —  Lesbian  couples’  rap.  DOB, 
Old  Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass. 
Ave.  8PM.  $1.  Info:  661-3633. 

26  Sunday 

Boston  —  Rock  Against  Sexism  wild  and 
crazy  disc  party.  1270,  Boylston  St. 
6-10pm.  $2.  For  21-year-olds  and  older. 

Boston  —  Lesbian  &  Gay  Neighbors  of  J.P. 

brunch  at  Cafe  Gerard,  1  Union  Pk.  11am. 
Info:  522-6253. 

Cambridge  —  Women’s  softball.  Magazine 
Field,  Mem.  Drive.  4-6pm.  All  level 
welcome.  Info:  Steph,  357-5774. 

Franconia,  NH  —  Cannon  Mtn.  hike  with 
Greater  Portland  Men’s  Group.  Info:  Mike, 
(207)  883-6934. 


Withnail  and  I.  By  Bruce  Robinson.  I 
With  Paul  McGann,  Richard  E.  Grant  and 
Richard  Griffiths.  Running  time  108 
minutes.  At  Copley  Place,  Boston. 

This  movie  has  been  mistitled.  It 
should  have  been  Forbidden  Penis. 
(Remember  Forbidden  Planet ?) 

Two  young  men,  terminally 
unemployed  actors,  take  off  from  Lon¬ 
don  in  a  delapidated  Jaguar  and  land 
in  the  Lake  District  for  a  horror 
weekend  of  mock  pastoral.  The  more 
flamboyantly  doomed  of  the  two  is 
named  Withnail,  and  he  lusts  after  the 
flesh  of  the  other,  Marwood.  Of  course 
Withnail  (it’s  part  of  his  romanticism) 
is  in  a  perpetual  alcoholic  haze,  so  his 
lusting  after  anything  other  than  his 
next  drink  might  seem  problematic. 
But  luckily  here,  out  in  the  country, 
he’s  able  to  materialize  his  monster 
from  the  id  in  the  form  of  an  uncle,  a 
great  boar  of  a  “poof,”  who  has  lent 
them  the  cottage  they  are  staying  in 
and  pops  up  for  a  surprise  visit. 

Withnail,  in  a  distorted  expression  of 
his  own  desire,  has  told  his  Uncle  Mon¬ 
ty  that  Marwood  is  in  love  with 
Withnail  —  who’s  of  course  completely 
straight  —  and  wouldn’t  Uncle  Monty 
oblige?  In  a  night  of  attempted  seduc¬ 
tion,  with  Withnail  asleep  and  dream¬ 
ing  the  dreams  that  have  led  him  to 
drink,  Marwood  escapes  buggery  by 
the  rutting  Uncle  Monty  only  after 
“confessing”  to  a  passionately 
reciprocated  and  strictly  faithful  love 
with  his  nephew.  Here  is  a  prick  with 
conscience!  Uncle  Monty,  despite  his 
being  a  caricature  from  the  id,  backs 
down  and  leaves.  Our  hero’s  anus  is  in¬ 
tact. 

The  film  quickly  ends.  Marwood  gets 
the  lead  in  an  old  chestnut  of  a  play 
about  lads  in  the  trenches.  Our  lads 
return  from  their  pastoral  trenches  to 
London,  part  abruptly  and,  it  seems 
likely,  permanently.  (Straight  men  can 
never  forgive  a  betrayal  of  their  hind- 
parts!) 

Most  of  this,  I  admit,  is  subtext. 
Writer-director  Bruce  Robinson  has 
overlaid  it  with  much  detail  of  theater, 
drugs,  the  ’60s  (it  takes  place  a  few 
months  after  Stonewall!),  and  genius, 
both  unrecognized  and 

unrecognizable.  Unfortunately,  the 
details  not  only  cover  but  finally 
smother  the  vitality  of  the  subtext.  The 
tension  that  should  exist  between 
Withnail  and  Marwood  is  completely 
absent.  Marwood  himself,  the  “I”  of 
the  title  and  Robinson’s  own  stand-in, 
is  undeveloped  as  a  character  and 
unrealized  by  the  actor.  And  the  seduc¬ 
tion  scene,  which  could  have  been 
both  funny  and  terrifying,  is  neither. 
There  are  some  moderaterly  amusing 
bits  along  the  way,  mostly  of  the  city- 
boy-in-the-country  variety.  But  here  as 
above,  Robinson  in  his  directing  debut 
has  not  had  the  confidence  in  his 
material  to  let  it  develop  on  its  own. 

This  is  an  odd,  repressed  film.  The 
biographical  details  in  a  recent  New 
York  Times’  feature  leave  no  doubt 
about  Robinson’s  heterosexual  orien¬ 
tation.  But  here  he  comes  out  with  a 
film  in  which  there  are  no  female 
characters  and  no  women  figure  in  the 
lives  of  anybody  in  the  film.  Marwood 
almost  gets  bashed  as  a  "ponce”  early 
on  while  later  Withnail  forces  his  way 
into  Marwood’s  bed  (ostensibly  out  of 
fear  of  country  "poachers”).  A  gay 
“monster,”  Uncle  Monty,  looms  large. 
And  finally,  and  most  peculiarly,  Robin¬ 
son  ends  his  film  with  Withnail 
gratuitously  repeating  the  “nor  woman 
neither”  part  of  Hamlet’s  “man 
delights  not  me;  nor  woman  neither.” 
Forbidden  Penis,  indeed! 

—  Tim  Walton 
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DR.  DAVID.  STOLER 
Chiropractor 
SOMA  Practitioner 
124  Harvard  St.  #3 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  731-3306 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROIPEN 
1 259  Hyde  Park  Av. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
364-5500 

)OHN  BARNA  & 

AMY  WETTER 
790  Boylston  Street 
Boston,  MA  02199 
353-1500 

DOG  TRAINING 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 

22  Edgerly  Road 
Boston,  MA  021 15 
(617)  267-2262 

ALCOHOL/DRUG  TREATMENT 

SPOFFORD  HALL 
Route  9A 

Spofford,  NH  03462 
(603)  363-4545 

AUDITING/TAXES 

LILLIAN  GONZALES 
Certified  Public  Accountant 
1 26  State  Street 
Boston,  MA  02109 

523- 1060 

AUDIO-VISUAL 

SAMDPERIL  AUDIO-VISUAL 

23  Clive  St. 

Boston,  MA  02130 

524- 7992 


FAMILY  DOG  TRAINING  CENTER 
Dog  Behavior  Specialists 
Medford,  MA 
395-9084 


LAWYERS 

NATIONAL  LAWYERS  GUILD 
Lawyers  Referral  Service 
227-7008 
M-F  1-5  p.m. 

MASSAGE 

MIDTOWN  HEALTH  CLUB 
Swedish,  Japanese,  Esalen 
220  Huntington  Ave. 

(617)  262-1000,  ext.  298 
M-Sat.,  12-7 

MEDICAL/COUNSELING 

ARADIA  COUNSELING  FOR  WOMEN 
520  Commonwealth  Av. 

Kenmore  Square 
Boston,  MA  02115 
247-4861 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 
25  Huntington  Av. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
739-7860 


MASS  BAY  COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 
25  Huntington  Ave. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
739-7832 

DR.  KENNETH  H.  ORTH 
Psychotherapist 
319  Mass  Av 
Arlington,  MA  02174 
643-1112 

PLACE  HOTLINE  AND 
COUNSELING 
32  Rutland  Street 
Boston,  MA 
267-9150 

TAPESTRY,  Inc. 

20  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge,  MA 
661-0248 

WINGS  THERAPY  COLLECTIVE 
60'/i  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge,  MAs02138 
876-8438 

MOVERS 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO. 

(formerly  Boston  Trucking) 

641-1234 

OPTOMETRY 

RACHELLE  S.  DUBEY,  O.D. 

DOCTOR  OF  OPTOMETRY 
Hours  by  Appointment 
10  Diauto  Drive 
Randolph,  MA 
(617)  963-1333 


ELECTROLYSIS 

JUDY  FEINER 

Central  Sq.,  Cambridge 

497-2019 

FLORISTS 


BOOKSTORES 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
43  Winter  Street 
Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  542-0144 

NEW  WORDS 
A  WOMAN'S  BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-5310 

CATERING 

AS  YOU  LIKE  IT 
Affordable  Catering 
for  All  Occasions 
321-3475 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  RITA  L.  FIELD 
HARMONY  CHIROPRACTIC 
699  Somerville  Av. 
Somerville,  MA  02143 
628-9547 

DR.  TIMOTHY  KNIGHT 
1 1 22  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Arlington,  MA  02174 
(617)  731-3306 

DR.  DAVID  MOULTON 
Suite  333 
45  Newbury  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
266-8584 


REMEMBRANCES  FLORAL  DESIGN 
1 2  Mt.  Auburn  St.' 

Watertown  Sq.,  MA 
926-4289 


PATRICIA  A.  BURKE,  LICSW 
ADDICTION  TREATMENT/ 

FAMILY  THERAPY 
10  Goodway  Road 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
522-9446 

ENTRANCES  AND  EXITS 

PSYCHOTHERAPY  FOR  WOMEN, 

COUPLES  AND  CHILDREN 

Jill  Richard,  LICSW 

1130  Mass.  Ave.,  Harvard  Square 

Cambridge,  MA  02138 

776-6158 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  Street 
Boston,  MA  02115 
267-7573 

FEMINIST  HEALTH  CENTER 
OF  PORTSMOUTH 
232  Court  St. 

Portsmouth,  NH  03801 
(603)  436-7588 

STD  clinic  for  men  and  women 
Mon.  eves.:  free  anon,  HIV  counseling 
&  testing 

FOCUS  COUNSELING  & 
CONSULTATION  INC. 

I86V2  Hampshire  St 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-4488 


PHOTOGRAPHY 

DAVID'S  PHOTOGRAPHY 
PO  Box  375  McCormack  Sta. 
Boston,  MA  02101 
236-0365 

PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
524-6822 

REAL  ESTATE 

BOSTON  BAY  REALTY 
668  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
262-7386 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES  REAL  ESTATE 
Full  Service  Brokerage 
Trisha  Solio,  Barry  Wing 
351  Centre  St! 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-0020 

TAXES  &  FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  PI.,  MA  02130 
524-7565 


GYMS 

BODYWORKS  GYM 
53  River  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
576-1493 

INSURANCE 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS,CLU 
Suite  830 
50  Congress  St. 

Boston,  Ma.  02109 
1-800-352-3185 

KUNEVICH  &  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENGY 
241  Washington  St. 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
731-1015 


ROGERS  &  DINIS 
INSURANCE 
404  Mass  Av. 


DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 
375  Harvard  Street 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
232-7200 


Arlington,  MA  02174 
643-3040  * 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 
40  Hampshire  St. 
Lawrence, MA  01840 
683-7676 


STEPEHEN  J.  GOLDBURGH  ED.D 
Licensed  Psychologist 
1330  Beacon  St.,  Suite  231 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  734-6996 


TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 
Boston  Park  Plaza 
482-2900 


